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Art. I. Experiments and Obfervations concerning Agrivulture and the 
Weather. By Mr. Marfhall, Author of the ‘* Minutes of Agricul- 
ture.” 4to. 78. 6d, fewed. Dodfley. 1779. 


NHE choice that Solomon made of wifdom in preference 
to every other endowment, confidering that he was then 
a very young man, appears not a little extraordinary, and is a 
convincing proof that he was not, even at that period, deftitute 
of a very confiderable fhare of that eftimable quality he wifhed 
to poflefs in ftill greater perfe@tion ; but in the eyes of moft 
young men, the brilliancy of Genus feems more irrefiftibly 
alluring, although to fuch as are of riper years, it is often evident 
that this endowment more frequently proves hurtful ‘han bene- 
ficial to its poffeffors, as it occafions a nicety of perception, and 
a keen irritability of temper, ill adapted to the ordinary occur- 
rences of life. Convinced of this faét, Erafmus endeavoured ta 
folace himfelf for the inconveniencies which had accrued to him 
from this caufe, by writing his eulogium of FoLLY; and a 
later author *, with lefs wit, has more pathetically defcribed 
the troubles that environ the man who is poffefled of talents 
fuperior to thofe which the generality of mankind can boaft. 
_ This obfervation occurred to us on reading the work which 
is the fubject of the prefent Article, and which is the produc- 
tion of a writer, who (if we miftake not) will, in time, feel 
the juftnefs of thefe reflections ftill more forcibly than ourfelves : 
for throughout the whole of his remarks we difcover evident 
proofs of a lively and penetrating genius, running rapidly for- 
ward, in a career, in which he will be followed by few. He 
does not feem aware, that thofe who are the leaft able to 
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comprehend the excellences of his performance, will not only 
be moft willing, but moft abie to difcover its defeéts, and will 
be moit fucceisful, likewile, in pointing out thofe defects to 
others: for the little mind, incapabie of comprehending the 
general plan of any great defign, creeps along, pries into every 
trifle, catches at minute detects, and faithfully points them out 
to the multitude, whofe coniracted optics take in the fame nar- 
row range with itfelf +. 

O!d as we are now become in our literary labours, and ace 
cuftomed to remark, for many years, the efiects of different 
circumftances on the minds of men, it is hard to fay whether, 
in many cates, we derive greater pleafure or pain from the peru- 
fal of. works of genius. Lf we were to confider only ourfelves, 
+ There is a ferté, a fpecies of haughtinefs in behaviour, too 
natural to men of talents, which it were happy for themfelves if they 
could correct, as it is perhaps the fource of more uneaiinefs than 
they can be aware of. We meet witha ftrong and moft difgufting 
example of this, toward the end of the advertifement prefixed to the 
prefent volume, ‘ The farm, fays he, was let to a seighdour, whofe 
birth, parentage, and education; life, charader, and BEHA= 
viour, are jointly and feverally—not worth recording "—The paf- 
faze is printed, as we have given it. 

Notwithitanding our tendernefs, and avowed partiality, for this 
Author, it is impoffible for us to find words fufficiently expreflive of 
oar diflike of the foregoing paffage; which is al ogether unworthy of 
a place in any literary work, Leaving it, therefore, as indefenft- 
ble, in a liberal view, we thal! only remonftrate with our Author on 
its impropriety with regard to himfelf. Mr. M. here affumes, with 
the utmoit arrogance, a pre-eminence over his neighbour, to which 
it is very poflib'e his own vanity alone gives him a title. In certain 
refoects it is highly probable our Author has greatly the advantage 
over his neighbour; in others, perhaps, the neighbour may excel 
our Author —and the wafpifhnefs of this remark is a ftrong prefump- 
tion with us that it is fo. 

But granting it fhould be otherwife. Allowing even that this 
neighbour fhould be a much more infignificant perfon than he 
really is; if our Author has fuperior talents, ought he not to exer- 
cife thefe talents in cultivating a more liberal difpofition of mind 
than can be expefted from thofe to whom nature has been lefs boun- 
tiful? Ought he not alfo to know, that people of inferior abilities 
may be as vain of their talents as others, and muft be move fhocked 
at any contemptuous treatment than men of greater parts would be, 
becaufe it preffes more upon the fore heel ? Why then fhould he wile 
fully hartthem? Trindicates a littlenefs of mind, to be capable of 
doing this, of which we hope our Author would be afhamed. Let 
him, moreover, be reminded, that-indulging fallies of this kind, 18 
uluaily attended by the mott difagrecable confequences to the ag- 
greflor; it irritates beyond a pojlibility of forgivenefs; and may €X- 
ce a thir of vengeance which never can be fatiated. 
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we fhould, in general, be highly pleafed with thefe perform- 
ances, becaufe it is in thefe only we difcover that novelty which 
can keep the mind from falling into a languid indifference, fo 
natural to age; and becaufe it helps to recal to memory the 
days of our youth, when the animal fpirits, warm and plows 
ing with beneficence, leaped with joy at the profpect of any 
thing that promifed to be extenfively ufeful: but when we turn 
our eyes to the authors of thefe works, and pafs in ideal re- 
view the various difappointments that we forefee thickly rifing 
around them, an involuntary figh efcapes us, we embrace them 
as the children of our love, but we mourn over them as deftined 
to ftruggle with difficulties which we are unable to avert. 

When we reviewed the former work of this Author, thefe 
were our fenfations,—nor are they changed by the perufal of 
the prefent performance. We faw him there {porting without 
fear, We fee him dere beginning to learn a little caution, but 
ftill hurried forward by the irrefiftible bent of his own genius. 
We difcover fewer exuberances—/e/s attachment to novelty— 
and a fomewhat greater degree of diffidence; but we do not 
perceive that the Author has yet obtained a clear view of the 
arduous nature of the undertaking in which he is engaged. 
Like Charles the Twelfth of Sweden, he feems to eftimate the 
ftrength of other men by his own: than which nothing could 
be more jallacious. An apoitle has faid, that al] things that are 
poilible are not expedient—and an ancient legiflator declared, 
that though his Jaws were not the moft perfeé&t which could be 
framed, they were the beft that thofe people for whom they 
were intended could bear. In thefe fayings we difcover much 
good fenfe, and we earneftly wifh that every improver would 
carefully attend to them. 

This volume confifts of a few experiments on agriculture, 
with fome obfervations upon them, communicated to the Public 
chicfly with a view to ferve as a model for the manner of re 
cording agricultural experiments. As no explanatory words 
could give the reader fuch a proper idea of this operation as a 
fpecimen of the work, we fhall fubjoin an extract from it, 
after having premifed, that the Author prefixes to his book a 
plan of his farm, on which the feveral fields are delineated— 
which fields are, for eafy reference, diftinguifhed fimply by let- 
ters, as A, B, C, &c. and the feveral fubdivifions are alfo 
marked, as A 1, A 2, &c. &c. An account of the nature 
of the foil—expofure, and other particulars, of each field, is 
alfo given—and its extent is marked in a feparate table. 
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Specimens of Experiments concerning Agriculiure. 


Tre Process. 


Tue InTENTION, 





—— April 1776. 
Sowed the further 
fide before, the hither 
fide after crofs-harrow- 
ing. The whole was 
afterwards rolled. 


; 


Apnil ’76. 


; 


| 


Tue REsuttT. 





No. I. 
(In N. 5.) 
Sowinc CLoveEr. 

Should Clover Seed 
be buried deep, or 
fhould it be merely 
covered ? 

Either : by this Ex- 
periment. 


~ No. If, 


July 1777. —— 
The whole field a 
very eden, good crop, 











a, light relled. 

&, heavy-rolled, im- 
mediately after the feed 
was covered. 

¢, not rolled. 


(In N. 6.) 
Routine GRAVEL. 
Should a fharp, gra- 
velly loam be con- 
denfed? or fhould it 
be left porous ? 
Undecifive. 


No. III. 





—— April 776. 
(a) fown before 
fpikey-rolling, 
(5) fown after it. 
The whole field was 
afterwards fwept with 
the bufh harrow. 


fey A pril 76, 


~ July 73. —— 

Neither the Barley 
nor the Clover received 
any perceptible ad- 
vantage or detriment 
by the rolling. 





(In N. 4.) 
Sowinc Mrx-crass. 
Should the feed be 
deeply or flightly co- 
vered ? 
Either: by this Ex 
periment. 


No. IV. 





Harrowed all the 
Wheat .of I. z, with 
a pair of very Jight 
harrows, in order to 
raife freth mould for 
the feed to drop upon ; 
except a bel: acrofs 
the middle. 


~ Aug. ’77. —— 

This field was paf- 
tured, 

Not the fmalleft dif- 
ference to be obferved; 
excepting that where 
the tilth was fine, the 
plants are thick; 
where cloddy, thin, 


July 77. —— 





(In I. 2.) 
Sowinc CLover. 
Is harrowing the foil 
before fowing Clover 
over Wheat beneficial 
to the crop? 

No: n-t by this Ex- 
periment. 


No. V. 





—— Sept. 776. 
Two lands again{ 
the road, from the 
winding part of the 
road upwards, ary; 
the rett pickled, in 
lime-water brine. 





The whole field was 
equally good. | 

N. B. This belt was 
neither harrowed be- 
fore, nor rolled after 
fowing: H. 1. the 
fame, and very good. 





(In P. 1.) 
Sowing WuEatT. 
Ts brineing the feed 
advantageous to the 
crop? 

Not by this Experi- 
ment. 


Aug. ’77. —— 

It is resnarkable that 
thefe two lands are for- 
warder and a better 
crop than the reit of 


the field; and as to- 





~ free from fmut. 
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Tar Proce s. 


‘ 





Tue INTENTION. 


No. VI. 


24§ 


Tue REsvutt, 








ome (Et, 76. 

a, a, fown with feed 
raifed on a fharp gra- 
vel (an oppofite foil). 

6, with the very 
fame {pecies, raifed on 
a clayey loam (a fimi- 
lar foi!). 


— O€. 76, 


(In L. 1.) 
SEED WHEAT. 
Is changing the feed , 
from foil to foil of 
different f{pecies, be- 
neficial to the crop? 


No. 
No. VII. 


jalways 


Aug. 77. —— 
Remarkable! 4, was 
the rankeff 
crop; and is now more 
lodged than a, and fee 
veral days forwaraer, 


Aug. 77. —— 








a, a, pickled in 
{trong lime water, falt- 
ed until it would bear 


an egg. 
6, fown dry. 


1776. 


(In L. 1.) 
SowivG WHEartT. 
Is brineing the feed 

beneficial ? 
No, 


No. VIil. 


The crdps equal ; 
and not a {mutty ear 
in the whole field: at 
leait, not in the part 
fown dry. 











a, a fummer-fallow 
of fix plowings (in- 
cluding the breaking- 
up). 

‘6, Mazagan beans 
in drills—horfe hoed, 
hand-hoed, hand. 
weeded, and (with 
the fpring- plowing) 
five times plowed. 


— Ot. ’76. ——| 
17 lands over. 
2 —— under. 
4=—— over. 
2—— under. 
66 —— over. 
The quantities of 
feed equal; about 23 
bufhels an acre. 


(In L. 2.) 
FaLLowInc,. 
Is aSummer-F allow 
or aFallow-Crop more 
advantageous to the 


fucceeding crops? 
A Summer-Fallow*, 


' 
‘ 


—- No. IX. — 
(In L. 1.) 
Sowinc WuHeat. 

Is under plit o1 
over-plit preferable ? 

Over-plit ; with the 
fame quantity of feed. 


q 








Cum. Ot. 766 

The outfides of the 
two double lands above 
mentioned were har 
rowed thrice in a 
place : the infides left 
rough, 





ss 


No. X. 
(In L. 4.) 
Sowinc WuEaT. 

is it better to har- 
row after fowing under, 
or to leave the foil in 
rough plit? 


Aug. ’772 —— 
(a) much the rank- 
eft crop of Wheat, with 
a gardenly quondal, 


Aug. 78. 
a, obvioufly the beft 


crop of Qats, and by 
much the cleaneft 
}quondal, 


—— Aug. 77. — 
The under. plit the 
ftronger ftraw and the 
larger ears ; but much 
che thinncft, much the 
fouleft, and much the 
thabbieft crop. 


—— Aug. °77. —= 
Equally thin, and 
equally foul. 

But perhaps (indeed 
mot like) the outfides 
were not fown fo thick 
as the infides, 





Undecifive. 





* 


* Whenever a pofitive anfwer is given, ‘* by this Experiment,” 
muft always be underffood. For it is not ome Refult; but a /eries of 


Similar Refalts which 


amount to certainty. 


Acricutture, 7 Nov. 1776.) 
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The other experiments are recorded in the fame form. 

Our Author, after minuting in this manner all the experi- 
ments and obfervations that had occurred to him during the 
years 1777 and 1778, proceeds to explain his ideas by fome 
general obfervations on /ctentific agriculture,—which moft coms 
mon farmers, we are afraid, will find to be above their compre- 
henfion. The following are a part of thefe obfervations that 
will be underftood by more than will put the precepts in prac 
tice: 

‘ There are few men, perhaps, who have leifure and perfeverance 
enough ro MINUTE every ufefal incident which may occur to them 
throughout the year; but the man who has not leifure and induftry 
enough to pay unremitted atiention to his farm, during Jay-time and 
barvef, and to make ANNUAL OBseRVATIONS On his management, 
is by no means a man fit for a Farmer. 

‘ Taking for granted that there are many men who have both op- 
portunity ard inclination to increafe their own flock, and to add to 
the public flore, of agricultural knowledge; to thofe the Author 
addrefies the fallowing hints, 

‘ Attending to incidents, and to the refults of experiments; and, 
on hours of leifure, digefting the obfervations made thereon ; are, to. 
a man wholly detached from other amufements, agrceable relaxations 
from the more ative employments of the day: efpecially as a nicety 
of Janguage is not in the leaft degree neceflary to the rough fketch to 
be ftruck outan harvelt; for it is not the manner of relating the faéts, 
but the fas themfelves, which are then to be particularly attended 
to. Befides, by letting them lie in-the-rough until after autumnal 
feed-time, and then making out a fair tran{cript, many errors, fuper- 
fluicies, and defe&ts, may be difcovered, which might (even on a re- 
vifion) at harveit have been overlooked: the faéis will not only be 
now feen in a new light; but the tran{cription will root them anew 
in the memory. Every man who has accuttomed himfelf to write his 
ideas muft have obferved, that after his autograph has Jain by him 
until its contents have been in fome meafure forgotten, he has, on 
Revision, feen it in a new point of view: he has reviewed it, in 
fome degree, as the production of anothsr; confequently with a lefs 
partial eye than that with which he faw it at the time of writing; 
and his judgment has of ccurfe been proportionally ilrengthened, 
And he mutt alfo have remarked, that Transcriprion feldom fails 
of producing an improvement of the original, , 

© At the time of making out the fair tranfeript, A GEXERAL REVIEW 
of the elements and procefies fhould be takea. | This will not only 
call to the memory many incidents which otherwife would have 
efcaped it; but will at the fame time give an opportunity of fy femi- 
zing the incidents and experiments which have been minuted. and 
regiftered in the courfe of the year, and which appertain to heads 
not peculiarly noticeable at arveft. 

¢ Thus a complete fyftematic view of past Manacement will | 
be taken; and a valuable collection of ufeful kffons retained, as 
oxy to FUTURE MANAGEMENT: not, however, the theoretic dog- 


nas, nor even the {cientific obfervations, of other men, made ba 
other 
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other foils; but maxims drawn from felf-management, on the iden- 
tical foil to be hereafter managed. 

¢ This mode of acquiring agricultural knowledge is not new: it 
has been more-or lefs practifed ever fince mankind were diffatisfied 
with the fpontaneous productions of Nature: for it is in this man- 
ner the moft illiterate Farmer becomes knowing in his profeffion :— 
perhaps, however, without beirg aware of his acquifirions ; or, if 
apprifed, without providing any other means of prefervation, than 
merely trufting them in the care of his memory. 

‘ Every Farmer who 1s one link fuperior to his beafis of labour, 
muft {fay to himlelf at harveit, ‘‘ 1 have this year gut fuch and fuch 
crops ;—what has been the management?”’ 

* As he buitles acrofs his fields, or keeps-fentry over his work- 
people, it is fcarcely poffible for him to refrain fro.n reflections like 
thele: 

‘+ Great Ciayey Clofe is a brave piece of Wots: the f{waths lie 
rare-and-round, i’faith! Zuckers, and what an even plant of Clo- 
ver; and how clean!—Ha! there’s nought beats a fummer-fallow 
for Great Clayey Clofe. You may talk of flealing a crop, indeed; 
but, i’cod, it’s like ftealing from your neighbour: there’s noa good 
comes ont at lait.” 

‘From his lower, his bufinefs cal!s him to his upper farm; 
where ideas like the following muit neceffarily hobble acrofs his 
intellects : 

‘© The Barley of Up!and-Down is a brave piece of barley, thee it 
iss Aye, aye, it was a rare fallow. And then the hoeings! and 
the fuld '!—Odds my life! a turnip-fallow and the fold again the 
world for Upland-Down,” 

‘ if thefe incidents are fo fortunate as to make impreTions on his 
memory, he next year manages accordingly: he /ummer fallows his 
fifi land, and turnips his dight. He does not, however, hug him({eif 
more on having made the difcovertes, than on his being cunning 
enough to keep them as family-fecrets: and coafequently, on being 
able to monopolize to himfelf and his heirs, the advantages which 
may accrue, The next market-day, however, may be lucky enough 
to liberalize his notions; and, over the tankard, he may commu- 
nicate his fentiments to his pot-companions; who, probably, are 
either too much wedded to the cuftoms of their forefathers, or have 
too high an opinion of their own management, or perhaps of the 
management of fome favourite neighbour *, to profit by the informa- 
tion. Thus the difcovery either dies neglected ;—remains with the 
family of the difcoverer ;—or, at beit, is introdaced to a few neigh- 
bouring Farmers. Whereas, the information of the man who is con- 
tantly on the watch for incidents, who is repeatedly making expe- 
riments, and who annually reduces his experience to fyftem, is not 
Only more ample and interefting, but he communicates his improve- 
ments to thoufands he never heard of, and perhaps to tens of thou- 
fands yet unborn. For it is fcarcely pofible for a man who {crutt- 


— 


* * For almoft every parifh in the kingdom contains ‘* the beft 
farmer in England.” 
R4 nizes 
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nizes his DA1ny EXPERIENCE With a SCIENTIFIC EYE, notto make 
fome ufeful difcovery. And there is fcarcely any man of common 
underftanding, who has carefully attended to the refults of his pre- 
fent management, in order to regulate the procefles of his future ; 
and who has chronologically memorized, and annually regiiered, 
thefe refults, fyiematically ; who mult not in a few years have pro- 
duced a work of PUBLIC UTILiTY.’ 

That our Readers may have fome idea of the Author’s plan, 
we give the following fection entire, as it contains a general 
view of the whole operations of the farm: 

‘In AuTuMN,—prior to Wheat Seed time, the Writer has made 
it a Rule to fketch out the Plan of his next Year’s Management, by 
delineating an INTENDED ARRANGEMENT, This theoretic Plan, 
however, he has never confidered as perfe& and inviolable; but has 
continued altering and improving it, as Circumflances pointed out in the 
Courfe of bis Management. He, neverthelefs, has always found it of 
very great fervice in proportioning his work to his teams ;—the 
number of acres to be plowed, to the number of beafts of labour he 
has had to plow them with: befides having a more diftin& view of 
the bufinefs of the coming year, than he could have had without 
fuch a Sketch. The atility of this intended Arrangement will appear 
more fully when the Reat Arrancemeny and its Ules are pointed 
Out. 

‘ In Seep-T1me,—the following has been his conitant praétice : 
As foon as the fowing of any particular field is finifhed, he firft ad- 
juts and clofes the Labour Account of that field; (See Dicesr, p.145.) 
and, having previoufly opened a Seed Account * for each of the Crops 
intended to be fown next year, he regifters in one line (as in the 
following Arrangement) the Time of Sowing, the Number of Acres, 
and Name of the Field; with the Quantity and Quality of Seed 
which has been fown in it. As foon as the whole of a crop, as 
Wheat, for inftance, is fown, he adds up the quantity of acres and 
the quantity of feed fown over them; and thus fixes the real Arrange- 
ment with refpe& to Wheat. 

* Thefe feveral Operations, and this Arrangement, fet the Soil 
and Seed Proceffes in aclear and interefting point of view; much 
ufeful information neceffarily arifes; and many incidents now re- 
quire to be retained, until Harveft, by rough Memorandums. 

‘ In May,—or as foon as the Seed is all in, he takes a general 
View of the whole Farm; correcting fuch departments of the intended 
arrangement as have not fallen under the Seed-Proce/s;—as Meadow, 
Pafiure, Fallow, &c. and thus afcertains, precifely, the Raat Ar- 
RANGEMENT, 





* © The References to thefe Seed-Accounts were omitted (by a ty- 
pographical error) in the Judex which was given in page 145 of the 
D.cEsT,’ | 


The 
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The ARRANGEMENT, 


Time of Sowing. 


2g—9 t0 30—10%, 


23—1C. 


Otober 10, 
3go—10 to 2—II, 


November 8. 


25-2 (0 I}. 


Mar, 6. to 22. 
27. 


24—3 tO 5—4- 


29—3 to 6—4. 


15—4 to I—5. 


4 








WHEAT. 


24 Acresin Lf, 2. 
182 —-—- I, 2, 3- 
I of S 2. 


43; Acres. 


WINTER TARES. 
3 Acresin O1, 3. 
1; Sl. 





~ 


4} Acres. 


BARLEY. 
o2 Acre of S 2. 


PEA BEANS. 
102 Acres of M. 3, 4, 


5> 


TARE BARLEY. 
8i Acres in M 1, 2. 
Sz F 2. 


13% Acres, 





OATS. 
83 Acresin B 3 and 4. 


5 —— Agands. 
G1andz, 





10 


POTATOES. 
1; Acre in S 3. 


12 Acre, 





249 
1777+ 


Quantity of Seed, 
49; Bufhels of M +. 
412 B. 

2 M, 


93 Buhhels of Seed. 








7 Bufhels of G. 





3 pee eee 
10 Bufhels of Seed. 


1 Bufhel of O, 


43 Buth. of Maz. Beans 
of L; andMarlborough 
Peafe: half-and-half. 





Saved from 
26 Bufh, laft Year’s 
18 Fodder of 
—_ L. 
44 Bufhels of Seed. 


raifed in E, 
28 —— Alemouth, 
26 —— Alemouth. 

: 25 —— Chalk. 

32 ——E, 


1282 Bufhels of Seed. 





15 Bufh, off aChalk. 
2 


10 Bufh. of Red Bunch 
11 ——White Kidney 


21 Bufhels of Plants. 





* The time of fowing L1 and 2 was from the zgth of the Ninth 
month (September) to the 30th of the Zexth month (October) 1776. 
+ Of Wheat which grew in the divifion M. 


CLOVER. 





J 
é 
J 
: 
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CLOVER-LEY. 
10 Acres in H 1 and 2. 
12 —— [1 and2,. 
8 ———=— N «5 and 6. 
si O 1 and z, 


45% Acres. 





PASTURE, 
5} Acres in K 2. 
11; K 3. 
6} Ri, 5, and 6. 


227 Acres. 









































FALLOW. 

MIXGRASS-LEY. 4; Acre in F 1. for Barl, and Clov. 
y14 Acresin A 1, 2, and 3. 63 K 4. for Oats and Clov. 

2 B 1 and 2. 15 S 4. for Cabbage. 

$i —— C1 andz. iz; ——— S 5. for Turnips. 

3,’ ——enme T) 5, 

3, —— M 4 and6. 132 Acres. 

1% N 5 and 7 

of —— Pz. GIVEN UP, Or LETT OFF. 

7¢ —— T 2 and 3. 103 Acres in E, 

14 N 1, 2, 3, and 4. 
44) Acres. I—— R2z. 
MEADOW. 4 ——— Stray Lands. 

33 Acres in D z and 3. — 

12 4 29; Acres. 
‘y —_—_—_—__ L I 

0} P 2, 











153 Acres. | 

265% Acres in all, excluding hedge, ditch, &c. 

21¢ of hedge, ditch, roads, &c. 

291 including wafte. 
_ © Thus every rod of the Farm is arranged under the head to which 
it immediately appertained in the Yearr777. By this mode of Ar- 
rangement, every patch and every corner is brought into view ; no 
part, be it ever fo minute, can efcape notice; no ftraggling acre of 
fallow can be left unftirred; no ley forgot to be rolled; nor corn 
omitted to be difweeded : the eye, at one glance, takes in the whole 
ceconomy of that year’s management. } 

‘ In Harvest,—he opens an Account, or Head, for every parti- 
cular crop, or vegetable, to be harvelted. And as the hay or corn 
is carried, he regiiters, in the evening, the number of loads which 
have been carried during the courfe of the day ; mentioning in one 
Jine, the month and day, the field, the number of Harve/ft-loads ; 
and, of Hay, the eftimated number of Sale-loads; and guefés at the 
number of Quarters the Cora crops will yield. When the whole of 
any particular crop is carried, he adds up the real number of har- 
velt jags, and the fuppofed number of fale-loads of hay, and quarters 
of corn; and thus afcertains the gro/s Produce of that crop. 

© Thefe Crop-Accouats, or Accounts of Produce, he either keeps mif- 


gellaneoufly, and afterwards digefts them agreeable to the repofito- 
Ties 
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ries, whether barns or ftacks, to which the loads have been carried ; 
or, which is more expeditious, he fubdivides the heads according to 
the ftacks he means to make, or the barns he intends to fill, with 
the refpective crops, and carries with his pen the number of loads 
immediately to the Barn or Stack to which the Hay or Corn had 
been carried by the waggons. But ufefel as thee accounts of Pro- 
duce are in the Barn and Farm-yard Management, they do not give a 
diitin® idea of the produce of each field; he therefore re.clafés them, 
{fo as to afcertain, precifelv, the number of loads produced by each 
field or divifion; in order to form a comparative judgment of the 
various {pecies of management which have attended the different de- 
partments of the Farm ; and from thence to draw Lessons oF Fue 
TURE MANAGEMENT.” 

After having given this table of the general arrangement 
of his farm, he proceeds, in the following part of the work, 
to review every article in detail. The fcantinefs of our limits 
forbid us to enter into this detail—but we fhall give an abridged 
{pecimen of the article Wheat, from which fome idea of the 
whole may be obtained. 


WHEAT. 1777. 





L.J a G2q Acres 95 ¢ 71. Jags. {=} 75 Quarters. 7S y 925: 
RK. 224 mw PES Bee § a, footie FEES 
P.) = ¢134 — 3 334 — § - ‘e——oC 5 . 206 
oe be —_— ae = 
. 434 Acres. a“ 1062 Harveft Jags. 123 Quarterst. ~° 


> OIL. 

‘L, clayey Loam, with a retentive Subfoil. 

*S, fandy Loam, with a retentive Subfoil. 

‘P, gravelly Loam, with an abforbent Subfoil. 

‘ The ftiff land produced the beil Crop; but it was beft-tilled and 
bef manured: there was very good Wheat on fome of the lighter 
Soils ; efpecially on the fandy Loam, which was in high Tilth and 
good heart, And 

© Perhaps ;—Wheat affedts almof? every Species of Soil,’ 


After this general divifion, he proceeds to take notice of 
fuch remarks as have been fuggefted by the experiments relatin 
to Wheat under the articles—Soil—Manure—Seed —Weather. 
Succeffion—Soil Procefs—Manure Procefs—Seed Procefs— 





* © Began Reaping the 12th of Auguft, and finilhed the 2d of Sep- 
tember: Began Carrying the 26th of Auguft, and finifhed the 8th of 
September,’ . , 

+ ‘ Low as this eftimate may feem, it proved to be above the Truth; 
the whole Yield being only g03 Bufhels of Head, and 60 Buthels of 
Tail; amounting together to.120 Quarters and 3 Bufhels. Where 
the Crop was large and much lodged, | Jaid it at a Quarter each 
Jag ; but Lapprehend it did not yield fo much: whereas in a yield- 
ing Year, a Jag of equal fize to thofe alluded to will afford from twa 
Quarters to twenty Buthels of Wheat.’ Such is the pernicious effet 
Of acold, wet Summer!’ 

Vegetating 
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Vegetating Procefs—Vegetable Proeefs—the Crop—Quondals; 
We felect what occurs under the head Seed Procefs as a fpeci- 
men of this department: 
SEED-PROCESS, 
Time of Sowing. 

* Began fowing the zgoth of September, and finifhed the 7th of 
November. 

* One fide of L1. was fown, from three weeks to a month, be. 
fore the other fide. 

* The early fown was much the largeft, rankeft Crop ; but it was 
almoft wholly /odged, and the Grain very light in the ear: Whereas 
the late fown, in general, food; the ears were large and well filled; 
and, although the Crop in the Fie/d was not more than two-thirds 
fo bulky as that of the early fewn, I am of opinion that in the Barn 
the Jate-/own will prove the beit Crop. | 

‘ This equality, however, is merely a cafualty of the weather, 


‘Had the Summer proved moderately dry, the early fown would have 


been confiderably the beft Crop; its plants in the Spring were far 
more numerous and healthy than thofe of the /ate-/own: and indeed, 
generally, the Time of Scaving is one of thofe myfteries of Agricul- 
ture, which being in fome degree dependant on Chance, cannot be 
nicely.regulated by human forefight. There may, neverthelefs, be 
one GENERAL RuLE FOR THE TiMe OF Sowtnc; which, ¢aken in 
a general Senfe, may, perhaps, be applicable to every Crop, and to 
every Country. 

© Perhaps ;—Sow poor Land early; rich Land late. 

© For if the Summer prove wet, a field which is out of heart runs 
no rifque of being injured by Ranknefs, and the field which is full 
of Manure will be prevented from lodging. 

* If the Summer prove dry, a field which is poor, and which does 
not get its furface fhaded before the drought fet in, is in danger of. 
being flinted, or wholly burnt up; while a field (of Wheat at leait) 
which isin heart, will force its way, in defiance of the drynefs of 
the weather. 

‘ Early and late, however, when applied@to the Time of Sowing, may 
each of them have a diftinét meaning in different countries. And 
indeed not only every country, but every county, nay, every di- 
ftri&t, may have, with firict propriety, its peculiar time of fowinge 
However, as a general regulation of the above maxim, we may ven- 
ture to fay, 

© Perhaps ;—BeEGIN with the Soil which is poor, and FINISH 
with that which is in heart. 

Preparation of the Seed. 

* Part of it was prepared by Reeping it in ftrong Lime-water, 
falted {ufficiently to bear an egg ; and afterwards limed. 

* Part was fown without Preparation. 

© By Experiment, No. 5 ;— Pickling the Seed feemed to be 
difadvantageous to the Crop. 

‘ By Experiments, No. 7 and 19;—There was not the leaft 
advantage arofe this year from Brining Wheat. ae 
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¢ This is the fecond yearI have made Experiments on pickling 
Wheat, without one inftance in its favour. It has always happened, 
however, that the entire Pieces on which the Experiments have been 
made, were wholly free from Smut (the difeafe intended to be guarded 
againit); and confequently no comparifon could be made. More Ex- 
periments are therefore neceflary to a final decifion. 

Mode of Sowing, 
¢ Part was fown under plit, 
‘ Part, over the freo Piit, rough. 
‘ Part, over the frefo Piit, fluted. 
‘ Part, over the fale Pht, fluted. 

¢ By Experiment, No. 9 ;—2! Bufhels of Wheat fown over 
plit, gave a better Crop, and a cleaner Quondal, than the. fame 
quantity of Sced fown under-plit. 

‘ f¢ muft be obferved, however, that this Experiment was made in 
Li. aclayey Loam: on a light fandy Loam, the relult might have 
been different; perhaps the reversfe. With refpect toa tiff, cold 
foil, however, this is a very decifive Experiment: the part fown 
under-plit had not half the number of plants as had the part fown 
over-plit: and, generally, 

‘ Perhaps ;—On cold wet Land, two Bujhels of Wheat fown 
over the frefh Plit, is an equivalent to three Bufbels plowed in. 

‘ By Experiment, No. 10;—Jt was immaterial whether the 
Soil was harrowed, or left rough, after fowing under-plit. 

‘ (This Experiment, however, is not tufficiently decifive.) 

‘ A comparative Experiment was made between the /reh Pht rough, 
and the fre/fh Plit fluted; but the whole was fo lodged and fo ravel- 
led, the refult was dubious. 

‘ The fale Plit fluted was plowed when the Surface was covered 
two or three inches thick with the third Crop of Clover; the fre 
Plit fluted was plowed when the Surface was quite bare, the After- 
grafs having been paiftured off very clofe. 

‘ By Experiment, No. 13 ;—JZt is better to flute the ftale Plit 
plowed clovery, than the frefh Plit paftured. 

* The Experiment on fluting the fiale Plit plowed clovery was re- 
peated in two or three different places, and the refults were uni- 
formly in its favour. 

Quantity of Seed. 

* Various: On a par, about 23 Bufhels an Acre; and the Crop in 
general too rank: but the Seed was principally fown over the /refo 
Plit, or frefo Flutes; and, 

_ © Perhaps ;—T=wo Bufhels of Wheat fown over a freth Surface, 
1s equal to two and half Bufhels fown on a ftale Plit. 

‘ A tenacious Soil is here more particularly fpoken of; the furs 
face of which, when newly plowed, abounds with cells and fiffares, 
which readily receive the Seed ; but which are fhut or filled up by 
the firft fhower of Rain, or even by the Dews and the mouldering 
of the Soi; and when once thefe Seed cells are clofed, and the Sur- 
face has acquired a Varnifb,—a glazen Cru/}, it becomes difficult to 
Cover the Seed effectually. 

‘ By 
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© By Experiment, No. 16;~—THin Sow1ne of Wheat ma 
GRAVEL ts fortunate, when the Summer proves wet. 

‘ The 13 Bufhel (fee the Experiment) was quite a rank Crop; 
the 22 Bufhels, a middling Crop; but the four Bufhels, not more 
than eighteen inches high ; many of the ears not an inch long, and 
the ftraws not thicker than the ftems of Rye-grafs! But, perhaps, 
had the Spring and Summer proved dry, the firit would have been 
burnt up; while the jaft, by fhading the Surface, and ‘thereby keep- 
ing the Soi! cool, might have been a good Crop. It muft alfo be 
obferved, that this Experiment was made over Flutes, and probably 
almott every Grain vegetated. 

« From this year’s experience, and from repeated obfervations in 
dry Years, 1 am convinced that the Quantity of Seed for a burnin 
Gravel, cannot be nearly afcertained wi.hout a fore-knowledge of the 
Weather of the enfuing Summer. 

© Therefore ;— Burning Gravels are hazardous Soils. 

< Becaufe the Crop depends cffentially on che Quantity of Seed; and 
the proper quantity of Seed depends wholly on that “eather which 
cannot be forefcen : therefore, 

« Perhaps ;—Sow on a Gravel from 27 to three Bufhels of 
Wheat an Acre; and, if the Winter prove Gry, thin the plants 
with a Five in the Spring; but, if the Winter prove wet, let the 
whole fiand in expectation of a dry Summer *. 

Covering. 

¢ The whole, whether Fallow or Ley, (except a part fown under- 
plit) was harrowed as fine asa Garden. No labour was fpared until 
the beds were rendered (by the concave Hinge Harrows) perfeadly 
convex, their Surfaces fine, and the Seed covered, 

Adjujing. 

¢ Part of the Inter-furrows were opened with the double Plow; 
part left cloddy; and a comparative Experiment was regiftered; 
but the whole was. fo rank and fo lodged, no accurate inference 
could be drawn. The wet Soi's were carefully crofs furrowed, fuf- 
ficient'y deep to drain effectually the Inter-furrows, and fufficiently 
qide to walk in.’ 

The Reader will, we doubt not, be well pleafed to fee /a 
much made out of the few Experiments that occur on this head, 
and will, probably, be imprefled with a very favourable idea of 
the induftry and abilities of our Author. He will do well, 
however, to remark, that the obfervations are here produced 
merely as a fpecimen of the manner in which a farmer fhould 
arrange his Experiments, and make his remarks upon them, to 
ferve as a batis for future obfervations. The Author is too ju- 
dicjous not to perceive that no pofitive conclufions can be 
drawn from fo few experiments, and we wifh our Readers never 


— 
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* © This, however, muft not be taken as an infallible guide ; for 
although the winter of 76-77 was dry, and the enfuing fummer 
proved wet; yet the winter of 77-78 was equally dry, and the 


drovght continued through the fummer,’ 
to 
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to lofe fight of this. The following general obfervations, upon 
the wheat crop, like every other remark of our Author, when 
viewed in a proper light, deferve well to be attended to: 

‘ Wnatwas the management of the fixteen Acres which this year 
produced at the rate of 3} Field-Jags an Acre? The Soil, a clayey 
Loam, was part of it a Summer-fallow ;—-part a Bean Quondal, 
Dog-days fallowed : the whole dunged with about ten fifty-foot 
loads (about 5co cubical feet) of prime horfe dung an Acre, {pread 
over the rough Plit of one dep plowing *; harrowed ;—rolled ; 
gathered into half-rod ridges very /ballow ;—harrowed ;—rolled ;— 
the ridges reverfed moderately deep ;—{own over the frefh Plit, in very 
high Tilth in September-October ;—harrowed extremely fine ;—the 
later-farrows opened, and the Crofs-furrows made wide and deep.— 
Although it is very flat, wet land, not a {poonful of water ftood on 
it during the Winter. 

‘ The avocation of Agriculture would indeed be difheartening, if 
2 good crop of Wheat could not be obtained from fuch management, 
and fuch weather as attended thefe fixteen Acres. And, were Au- 
tumns in general as favourable as the laft was, I fhould almoit give 
up the thought of Wheat on a Clover-Ley: but fuch another Wheat 
Seed-time may never happen. 

« Had the divifion L. been caught in a wet Autumn, one-half of it 
at leall could not have been cropt with Wheat, and the Seed of the 
other half muft have been put in very badly. Fine as the weather 
happened, the labour, attendance, and attention beftowed on it was 
without end; and the anxiety for the weather equal to the difagree< 
able watchfulnefs of hay-time and harvett. 

‘ What would have been the cafe this year, had I had nothing but 
Fallows—even Summer-Fallows—to depend on for Wheat? The 
weather, from the middle of May to the middle of July, was incef- 
fantly rainy; and the ample crops of this harveft have fully em- 
ployed the teams ever fince. Part of K 4, a Summer-fallow, is now 
(10 September) as green asa Ley! I have not an Acre of Fallow 
fowable with Wheat without two or three more plowings. Had I 
nothing but Fallows, I could not, be the weather ever fo fine, put 
in fifty Acres of Wheat, tolerably, before Chriitmas. Very fortu- 
nately, however, I have Clover-Leys, moft of them dunged, ready 
to be landed up for Wheat, as foon as rain comes to moiften the fur- 
face: And my Fallows being for Spring-corn, they will receive the 
Winter and Spring ftirrings. I have no hope of getting fuch noble 
Crops and beautiful Quondals from Clover-Leys as from dunged Sum- 
mer-Fallows ; but 1 hope that my Spring Crops and Autumnal Com- 
fort will over-balance even the valuable advantages of a good Crop 
of Wheat and a clean Quondal. 

* The Crop next in goodnefs was from a clayey Loam, part of it a 
Bean, part a Tare-barley Quondal, each of which received a very 
good Dog-days Fallow, and were managed almoft exactly by the 
procefs above mentioned ; excepting that this part of the divifion L, 
was fown in OStober-November—T hat in September-October. 
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* © See Minute of 21 July, 1776,’ 
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* The next which followed in point of goodnefs, was raifed from 4 
Clover Ley ona gravelly Loam, dunged for Clover; landed-up by 
two Oxen and a whip-rein Plow, foon after the fecond Crop of Clo- 
ver was Off ;—lay three weeks in rough Plit ;—it was then harrowed ; 
— fluted,—(fown,—) and harrowed, with one horfe only: the whole 
expence of labour not five fhillings an Acre. 

* Laft Autumn this ftruck me as a moft eligible procefs: this Har- 
veft has convinced me that Theory was once right. During Winter 
and Spring, the Crop was beautiful; and, had ic not been lodged by 
the heavy rains of laft Summer, it would have been a very good Crop 
at Harveft; and, notwirthftanding the wetnefs of the Summer, and 
the pronenefs of the foil to Seea-weeds, this Crop was almott wholly 
free from them; for they had vegetated abundantly while the Soil 
ay in rough plit, and the harrows and the flute totally eradicated 
them. 

‘ The Quondal, it is true, is foul with Root-weeds ; but this muft 
not be charged to the difadvantage of the fucceflion of Clover-Wheat, 
nor to the procefs of fluting the fiale plit of a Clover-Ley, but tothe 
flovenly fucceflion of Wheat, Barley, Clover, A clean Clover-Ley, 
properly plowed, cannot poflibly afford a foul Quondal.’ 

IN FUTURE, 

© I will never depend wholly on Fallows for Wheat. 

© A SUFFICIENCY OF clean CLoverR-Leys For WHEAT 
SHALL BE THE PRINCIPAL OBJECT OF MY FUTURE Ma- 
NAGEMENT *. 

© If the Soil be much out of heart, I will dung one deep 
plowing for Spring-Corn and Clover. : 

© If the Soil be in tolerable heart, I will top-drefs for the 
Spring Corn and Clover, and dung for the Wheat. 

© Jf Auguft be moift, J will endeavour to flute the ftale Plit. 

© If the Surface remain droughty until September-Otober, | 
will fow on the freth Plit. 

© If the Soil be poor, and Manure farce, I will endeavour to 
bury the fecond Crop of Clover. 

¢ J will endeavour to BEGIN fowing on the pooreft, and FINISH 
with the richeft, Soil. : 

© Twill not brine the feed of Wheat; except by way of Expe- 
riment +. 

© If the Crop be inclinable to ranknefs, I will hoe the 1NTER¢ 
VALS, and pafture, or top, or verdage the BEDs. 

© Twill begin to cut while the knots are green; and endeavout 
to let the Sheaves have a fhower in the Field,’ 





* © Tt mult be obferved, that thefe Refolutions are formed in the 
neighbourhood of London, where Clover-hay generally bears a price 
equal to that of the beft Meadow-hay.’ | 

+ ‘ If Seed-Wheat be foul with light Weed-feeds, it may be con 


venient to immerge it in Water, in order to gain an opportunity of 


frimming off the Lights. 
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In the obfervations on the Weather, we meet with many 
jncenious remarks, and ufeful hints; but here, as ufual, he 
mounts his hobby, and gives us a {et of meteorological inftru- 
ments, of #is own invention, which we are forry to pronounce 
extremely imperfect, as no one of them admits of being com- 
pared with any other inftrument of the fame kind that has ever 
yet been ufed, nor can any other inftruments be fo conitruéted 
as to correfpond with them. As all barometers have the inches 
of height marked upon them, it was natural, and would have 
been ealy, for him to have mentioned the exact height that cor- 
sefponded with the bottom and top of his fcale; but this he 
has.omitted. Of the thermometer he has only told us, that the 
medial point correfponds with the 54th degree of Fahrenheit’s 
{cale—but what are the higheft or the loweft points, every one 
is left to guefs, at random. ‘The hygrometer is indeed a moft 
ufeful inftrument for the farmer, but, unfortunately, no device 
has yet been fallen upon to conftru€t an inftrument of that 
kind with any tolerable degree of accuracy, nor is that of our 
Author calculated to remedy this defect. The aneometer, rain- 
gage, and exhalation-gage, are Iefs fimple than others that 
have been ufed before. On the whole, this fet of implements 
is, ina great meafure, incomplete ; and we confider it as a very 
faulty degree of indolence in an author to publifh his inven- 
tions, on any fubject, without either reflecting deeply upon it 
himfelf, or examining what. has been accomplifhed by others, 
—neither of which, it. is very evident, has been done by our 
Author, in the prefent cafe. 

Notwithftanding thefe ftritures, we confider this work as ca= 
pable of producing great utility, if it falls into proper hands. The 
— and unremitting attention of the Author will ftimulate 

me to attempt what they would not otherwife have thought 
of. Weare far, however, from thinking the plan of obferva- 
tion here pointed out, will prove fo extentively ufeful as the Au- 
thor feems to apprehend. Perfons of mean talents will never 
be able to comprehend the fpirit or meaning of thefe arrange- 
Mments, and fuch_men always form the majority of every clafs. 
Others, who are capable of following the Author in his chain 
of reafoning, will want-that fpirit of exertion which is neceflary 
to put it in practice x for indolence is fo natural to man, that if 
not impelled by xeceffity, or ftimulated by fome powerful natu- 
ral propenfity, he is extremely apt to detift from all enterprize 
and action, although reafon points out, in the cleareft manner, 
the benefits that would accrue from the vigorous employment 
of his faculties. Indeed the attention neceffary to go through 
with a work of this nature is fo great, that we much doubt if 
any man of talents could be found who would perfevere in it 
‘with proper fpirit, unlefs he were urged on by that natural par- 
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tiality which every one feels for the child of his own fancy, 
Our Author himfelf acknowledges the difficulty of attending 
properly to this object, even when he had the affiftance of that 
powerful ftimulus ; for he obferves, that * had the experiments 
been continued with the fame affiduity with which they were 
begun, they would have been far more numerous than they now 
are; but the autumn of 1777 was engrofled by the publication 
of the Minutes of Agriculture; and the {pring of 1778 perplexed 
by a lefs azreeable circumftance : and a man who attends to the 
procefs of experimenting fhould have his head at lesfure, and his 
heart at eafe.’ If thefe requifites are neceflary for carrying into 
practice the plan here chalked out, we are afraid it will be long 
before the world can reap much benefit from it; and as we 
are fatisfied of the juftnefs of the remark, we view it as one of 
_ thofe Utopian fchemes which, although it may in a few cafes 
be put in praétice by one or two individuals, can never become 
univerfally prevalent or extenfively ufeful. It muft be by lefs 
gigantic ftrides that the weak, fluctuating, indolent creature, 
man, muft advance in knowledge. 

Much praife is due to our Author for fo ftrenuoufly exerting 
himfelf for the good of others. If they cannot be fo highly be+ 
nefited by thefe exertions as he may have wifhed, the blame is 
theirs: he will at leaft have the confcious fatisfaction of having 
endeavoured to ferve them. We return him thanks for the en- 
tertainment he has afforded us, and we recommend his per- 
formance to the attention of all judicious cultivators,—to all 
who have the profperity of agriculture at heart,—-as-a work that 
will afford them much pleafure, and fome inftruction, by teach- 
ing them how to make the moft advantage of the occurrences 
that daily happen within the fphere of their own obfervations, 





Art. J, Ax Harmony of the Gofpels: In which the original Text is 
difpofed after Le Clerc’s General Manner ; with fuch various Read- 
ings at the Foot of the Page as have received Wet/ein’s Sandion 
in his Folio Edition of the Greek Teftament. Obfervations are 
fubjoined, tending to fezthe the Time and Place of every Tranf- 
aétion, to eftablith the Series of Facts, and to reconcile feeming 
Inconfiftencies. By William Newcome, D. D. Bifhop of Offory. 
Folio. 11. 78. Boards. Dublin printed, and fold by Cadell in 
London. 1778. 


HE numerous attempts that have been made to harmonize 

the Gofpels, are a proof of the fenfe that Chriftians in 
general have entertained of the ufefulnefs and importance of re- 
conciling the feveral accounts which the Evangelifts have given 
of the life and aétions of Jefus. They are, likewife, a proof 
of the difficulty that attends the execution of fuch a defign. 
This difficulty arifes chiefly from the negle& of chvonslogin 
2 , order 
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order in the evangelical hiftories, and from the different cir 
cumftances with which the fame facts are related by the different 
writers. It muft appear to every one who attends to the fub+ 
ject, that the Evangelifts often join together detached and dif- 
tant events, on account of a famencfs in the fcene, the perfon, 
the caufe, or the confequences ; that they make tranfitions from 
one faét to another without any intimation that important mat- 
ters intervened; that they ufe particles which intimate an ime 
mediate connexion, with fome degree of latitude; that they 
negle&t accurate order in the detail of particular incidents ; 
that they are more intent on reprefenting the fubftance of what 
is fpoken than the words of the fpeaker ; and that, by a felec- 
tion of different circumftances, they often place the fame fac 
in very different lights. But the facred hiftory is not liable to 
any juft objection from this mode of narration; for, as the 
learned and ingenious Author of the prefent work juftly ree 
marks, * if on this account objections are more eafily ftarted, 
and it becomes more difficult to reconcile feeming variations, 
and to frame fuch materials into a regular body of hiftory, on 
the other hand, the Evangelifts are more fcrupuloufly examined 
and compared ; they are ftudied jointly, as well as feparately ; 
their confifteney ftrikes us more after an attentive inveftiga- 
tion; all fufpicion of compaét and collufion is removed; and 
the independence of their teftimony is eftablifhed as far as anti- 
quity afferts it.’ 

The ufefulnefs of an Harmony of the Gofpels is thus repres 
fented by the Bifhop, in his Preface, from which we have taken 
the preceding extract. 

¢ By the juxtapofition of parallel paflages, it is often the beft 
comment; and it cannot but greatly alleviate the Reader’s 
trouble in his attempts to illuftrate the phrafeology and manner 
of the Evangelifts. . 
~ © Tt fhews by intuition, that St. Mark, who inferts much 
new matter, did not epitomife St. Matthew’s Gofpel. 

‘ It affords plain marks, from the additions and omiffions in 
ee Gofpel, that bis was defigned to be a fupplemental 
hiftory. 

© It illuftrates, in many inftances, the propriety of our Lord’s 
conduct and words. The attentive Reader will make many re- 
marks of this kind. I fhall feleét a few examples. “Thus pre- 
vioufly to the call of the four apoftles, Mark i. 16—20, An- 
drew had been the Baptift’s difciple, and had received his tefti- 
mony to Jefus*; Peter had been brought to Jefus by Andrew 
his brother + ; and Jefus had fhewn more than human know- 
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ledge, and more than human power, which probably had 
fallen within the experience of thefe difciples, or, at leaft, mu 
have gained their belief on the firmeft grounds. Thus the 
words of Chrift, John v. 21, 25, are* prophetically fpoken 
before he had raifed any from the dead; and his reproofs, 
Matth, xii. 24, Mark vii. 6, are * uttered after he had wrought 
miracles during two feafts at Jerufalem. 

‘ Thus our Lord firft draws + the veil of parables over his 
doctrine, on the very day when his miracles were attributed to 
the power of Satan. Sce $42, 47, 48, 49.’ 

After another inftance or two the Bifhop adds, 

‘ Laftly, ftrong prefumptions of their infpiration arife from 
an accurate comparifon of the Gofpels, from their being fo 
wonderfully fupplemental to each other in pafflages reconcileable 
only by the fuggeftion of a feemingly indifferent circumftance, 
and from their real agreement in the midft of a feeming dif- 
agreement. ‘* Truth, like honefty, often neglects appearances : 
hypocrify and impofture are always guarded }.” 

In this paragraph we cannot but think his Lordfhip mifta- 
ken. The differences obfervable in the accounts which the 
Evangelifts give of the fame facts, are a proof that they did not 
write in concert, and they, confequently, eftablifh the inde- 
pendence of their feparate teftimonies, and add to the credibi- 
lity of the general hiftory.. That the evangelical writers may, 
by a diligent attention and a critical inveftigation, be recon- 
ciled to each other, is a proof that they were well acquainted 
with the facts they relate, and that they faithfully recorded 
them; but affords no prefumption that they were divinely in- 
fpired. On the contrary, the difficulties which occur in har- 
monizing the Gofpels, fome of which are fuch, according to 
the Bifhop’s own obfervation, * that we may fay of them, as 
Le Clerc fays of the two genealogies, univerfam antiquitatem 
exercitam habuere|\|;’ difficulties, which the united labours of 
all preceding harmonifts and commentators have been infuffi- 
cient to remove, form in our opinion an infuperable objection 
to that plenary infpiration under which Chriftians in general 
have fuppoled the facred hiftorians to have written. If they had 
been divinely infpired in regard to the compofition of their hil- 
tories, or even if they had conceived alike of the facts related 
by them, it can fcarcely be imagined that they would have 
placed the events they record in fo different a light, or would 
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have related them with fuch different circumftances, that it 
fhould be frequently uncertain whether they be the fame or not, 
or that it fhould require fuch an attentive inveftigation, and fo 
great critical acumen to reconcile their feveral narratives to each 
other. Mr. Weft’s obfervation is very juft with refpect to mere 
human writings. Divine infpiration would fuperfede the ufeful- 
nefs of all lower marks of veracity; and muft be proved, if 
proved at all, not by internal characters, but by external evi- 
dence. 

The Reader will learn, from the title, what he is to expect 
from this interefting and ufeful publication; -and as far as 
learning, candour, and ingenuity can give him fatisfaction, we 
may venture to affure him that his expectations wil! not be dif- 
appointed, Dr. Newcome appears to be well-acquainted with 
the writings of preceding harmonifts and commentators, and to 
have made a judicious ufe of their fyftems and obfervations. 
When he adopts any of the improvements which later har- 
monifts have made on the more ancient, he fails not to acknow- 
ledge it, with a due commendation of their attention and judg- 
ment; and, when he differs from them, he propofes his reafons 
with great franknefs-and ingenuity. While his own fyftem and 
remarks are fupported in a manner which, if it do not con- 
vince, cannot fail to leave upon the mind a favourable impref- 
fion of the Author. 

Dr. Prieftley, in his Harmony of the Evangelifts, publifhed 
about two years * ago, revived and defended Mr. Mann’s hy- 


pothefis refpecting the duration of our Lord’s miniftry. Dr. . 


Newcome, not fatisfied with the reafons produced in favour of 
that fcheme, has adhered to the more common opinion, firft 
advanced by Eufebius, and generally followed by harmoni- 
zers and ecclefiaftical hiftorians, that our Lord’s miniftry con- 
tinued three years and a half, and included in that {pace of 
time four paflovers ; and we think that his Lordfhip has fhewn 
it to be very improbable that the feveral journies of our Saviour 


in Galilee, and the tranfactions connected with them, fhould 


have been performed in fo little time as Mr. Mann and Dr. 
Prieftley have allotted to them. Not to add, as the Bifhop does 
not fail to remark, that their Khypothefis refts upon a fuppofition 
that there is an interpolation of a verfe, or at leaft of the words 
70 macxan, John vi. 4. Which fuppofition is not fupported 
by the authority of a fingle copy, and is weakened by the pro- 
bability (arifing from the circumftance noted of there being 
much grafs) that the miracle was performed rather before than 
after the pafchal feafon. 





* Vid. Rev, vol, lviii. p. cP naa for February, 1778. 
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Le Clerc having, in Dr. Newcome’s opinion, exhibited the 
text in the moft ufeful manner of any harmonift, he has adopted 
his method; though with much difference in the general and 
particular arrangement. His Lordfhip has divided the evange- 
lical hiftory into feven parts or periods. “T’he whole Harmony 
is farther and more ufefully divided into feétions ; to each of 
which is prefixed a title, ¢ defigned to mark the general order 
of the hiftory at firft view, and not faithfully to. exhibit the 
contents.’ Thofe paflages in the firft Epiftle to the Corinthians, 
and at the beginning of the Acts of the Apoftles, which con- 
tain an account of the inftitution of the Lord’s Supper, of the 
appearances of Jefus to his difciples after his refurreétion, and 
of his afcent in their prefence to heaven, are introduced in 
their proper places. At the clofe of the Harmony are two ap- 
pendixes: the firft containing Dr. Benfon’s, the fecond Dr. 
Lardner’s, manner of harmonizing the accounts of Chrift’s re- 
furrection, as far as refpects his firft appearances to Mary Mag- 
dalene and others, on the day on which he arofe. The extraé 
from Dr. Benfon is taken from his Life of Chri/t; p. 520, &c. 
that from Dr. Lardner, from his Odfervations on Macknight’s 
Harmony of the Four Gofpels, fo far as relates to the Hiftory of ~ 
our Saviour’s Refurreciion. To the whole are fubjoined, notes 
on the Harmony of the Gofpels, and on the time and place of 
the tranfaGtions recorded in them. ‘Thefe contain a variety of 
quotations and remarks, tending to juftify both the Author’s 
general fcheme and particular arrangement of faéts, and, ina 
few inftances, to explain and illuftrate the meaning of particu- 
lar phrafes and paflages. From thefe we thall give our Readers 
fome extracts, by which they may form an idea of the manner 
in which this part ef the work is conduéted, and judge of his 
Lordfhip’s abilities as an harmonift and critics We begin with 
the following : | 

$429, St. John’s introduction is rightly continued to ver. 
y8, thaugh fome harmonifts fuppofe it to end with ver. 146 
From the conneétion of the whole, ver, 18 appears to be its na- 
tural clofe, as it contains a reafon why the word was made fiefb. 
Ver. 15 refers to ver. 6, 7, 8; and in thefe paflages John’s 
teftimony is anticipated in order of time, and is very fitly men- 
tioned to illuftrate Jefus’s pre-eminence, Ver. 16, 17, have 
a plain reference to ver.14. The word was full of grace and 
truth, received a moft honourable teftimony from one who was 
confeffedly a prophet, and communicated to us of his fulne/s; 
for by him came grace and truth: who for this purpofe among 
others dwelt among us, the prophet, the reprefentative, and the 
only begotten Son of the invifible God, ! 


* N. &. The notes refer to the fections of the Harmony. 
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¢ After this St. John proceeds to a particular tranfaction, 
which will appear in its proper place.’ 

The Bifhop has a note, too long to be tranfcribed, on the 
genealogies in St. Matthew’s and St. Luke’s Gofpels, and the 
manner of harmonizing them. ‘The following is the fubftance 
of his own remarks on the fubject. His Lordthip is of opinion 
that many names have been omitted in the genealogy in St. 
Matthew’s Gofpel, through the careleffnefs of trantcribers : 
thefe he has fupplied as far as he was able from the Old Tefta- 
ment. He is perfuaded that ver. 17 of the firft chapter of St. 
Matthew, is a marginal note taken into the text. In this he 
agrees with Bifhop Pearce, who confirms. his opinion from Jo- 
fephus, Ant. 5. g. 4. where ic is faid ** that David reigned and 
left the government to his defcendants, for twenty-one genera- 
tions of men: and as the Bifhop obferves, there were twenty- 
one reigns including David’s, if we add to the nineteen in this 
corrected lift Jehoahaz, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 2, and Zedekiah, ib. 
ver. 10.” Dr. Newcome takes it for granted that the genea- 
logy in St. Luke is that of Mary the mother of Jefus ; and he is 
of opinion, with Spanheim, that Jofeph is called the fon of Heli, 
as he was his fon-in-law, by being married to Mary his 
daughter. 

This may be the beft folution of the difficulties attending the 
fubject, but being founded on arbitrary fuppofitions, cannot, 
we think, give full fatisfaction to the rational inquirer. 

The following is his Lordfhip’s note on the vifit of the Magi, 
and the other tranfaétions recorded, Matth. chap. ii. which 
have been thought, not without reafon, inconfiftent with St. 
Luke’s affertion, chap. ii. 39, that after the purification of 
Mary, according to the law, Jefus and his parents returned into 
Galilee to their own city, Nazareth. 

‘§ 13. The holy Family return to Bethleem, from Jerufa- 


lem, and not to Nazareth; to which latter place they did not - 


go till after their retreat into Egypt. Mary, who attentively 
confidered every circumftance relating to her fon Jefus, might 
prefer Bethleem from Micah v. 2: and from the fame of the 
angelic vifion, Luke ii. 18. Bifhop Chandler thinks it pro 
bable that the parents of Jefus had fome property at Bethleem. 
Vind. p. 456. But Calvin difapproves of this reafon, becaufe 
in Bethleem Jofeph bo/pitium nullum invenire potuit. Harm. 
fol. p. 50. Ordering their affairs, or bidding farewell to their 
friends, might have been among their reafons for going there. 
Their return to this place is to be inferred from the narration, 
(fee Matth. ii. 8, 13, 16) like the return into the High-prieft’s 
Hall, § 133; and the return of Mary Magdalene to the fepul- 
chre, §147. Thus the death of Jofeph is implied, John xix. 


27. Jt may be colleéted from Matth. ii, 22, that Judea was 
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defigned for the place of Jefus’s refidence, after the return from 
Egypt. | 

‘ The vifit of the Magi at Bethleem is juftly placed: after 
the purification ; for otherwife Mary, having received fuch rich 
prefents, would not have offered the offering of the poor, Luke 
ii. 24. comp. Lev. xii. 8. Nor, again, after Herod’s jealoufy, 
had been raifed, could the child Jefus have been fafely prefented 
in the Temple with fo many circumftances of folemnity. No. 
juft objection to this order can be drawn from Luke ii. 39: for 
this Evangelift, omitting the circumftances im Matthew, chap, 
li, I—22, except the journey into Galilee, gives a feeming 
connection to events really diftant, as all concife hiftorians do.: 
So Luke xxi. 7, &c. Jefus’s prophecy fecms immediately con 
nected with the obfervations in ver. 5, 6: and yet that there 
was fome intervening time, and that the fcene was not the 
Temple but the Mount of Olives, which commanded a fulk 
view of the Temple, appears from Matth. xxiv. 3, Mark xiii 
3. So likewife, Luke xxiv. 50, the afcenfion of Chrift feemg 
connected with his appearance to the apoftles on the firft day of 
his refurrection ; and yet the fame writer teaches us, As i. 3, 
that forty days intervened. And, again: the journcy into Ga- 
lilee, mentioned Matth, 4. 1:2, Mark 1. 14, Cuke iv. 14, 
feems to have immediately followed the temptation: and yet 
St. John fhews that there were many intermediate facts, thé 
teftimony of John the Baptift, the converfion of Andrew, Si- 
mon, Philip, and Nathaniel, a journey into Galilee, a miracle 
at‘ Cana, attendance at the paflover, and baptifing in Judeas 
See alfo Acts ix. 19—26, where St. Paul’s journey into Arabia, 
mentioned Gal. i. 17, is omitted. ‘* This, fays Lardner, is 
an inftructive inftance: the omiffion is certain and undoubted.” 
Suppl, to Cred. 1. 299. Other inftances are Matth. xii. 8, 9 
Xill. Qy 10: 53, 54. XIX. I, 10. XXi. TI, 12: IQ, 20 
XxVil. 7. xXvill. 35, 16. Mark x. 1. xvi. 18, 19. Luke 
xix. 45. Johnvi. a>, 41. See § 148. Matth. xxviilt. ge 

‘ After the refidence of fome months at Bethleem, probably 
near the end of our Lord’s firft year, the Magi may have of- 
fered their gifts: and when Herod flaughtered the infants, our 
Lord may have entered on his fecond year. This is agreeable 
to Matth. ii. 7, 16; fuppofing, which is moft natural, that 
the ftar appeared at the birth of Chrift. This is my opinion.’ 

To this we fhall add part of another note, as it relates to 
the latitude with which the Evangelifts ufe fome forms of eX 
p:effion which fvem to denote an immediate connection of oné 
event with another, and contains Mr. Jones’s remark on the 
fubject ; leaving the whole to the judgment of our Readers. 

* § 29. It appears from the order of St. Mark’s and of St. 
Luke’s narration, that the leper was healed during the fecond 
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journey of our Lord into Galilee after his public miniftry ;— 
and during that circuit about Galilee which is fpoken of Matth. 
iv. 23, and the parallel verfes. 

¢ St. Mark plainly. intimates that this was done in fome of 
thofe cities to which Jefus went in his progrefs, after he left 
Capernaum, chap.i. 35, and before he returned thither again, 
chap. ii. 1.’ Pilkington’s Harm, notes, p. 18. 

‘ The miracle was performed in a certain city, Luke v. 12: 
and therefore not immediately on Jefus’s defcent from the moun- 
tain, Matth. vill. 1. 

‘ Mr. Jones, in his judicious Vindication of St. Matthew’s 
Gofpel, London, 1719, thinks that Matth. viii. 2—4, is in 
the proper order of time, and that the other Evangelifts place 
it where they do, becaufe done at Capernaum. In fupport of 
his opinion -he alleges the form of tranfition, Matth, viii. 1. 
KataGavTs *. A« ' | 

‘ But, 1, it is certain from comparing Marki. 21, 35, and 
ji. 1, that the leper was not healed in Capernaum. See alfo 
Matth. viii. 5. And ii, the form of connection, ufed Matth. 
viii, 1, only proves that on Jefus’s defcent from the mountain 

reat multitudes followed him. This verfe refers to Matth, v. 
1, and fhould not be detached from the foregoing chapter. 

‘ Kai ids is the introductory phrafe prefxed to this relation $ 
of which fee this Author, p. 38, 9. His words are, “ Is it 
not evident that thefe, and fuch as thefe [idwy de, xas ids, x. A.J 
are defigned only for the better tranfition from one ftory to an- 
other? Is it not very plain that they regard only the fubfequent 
ftory.? Have thefe phrafes any reference at all to what goes be- 
fore? Do they intimate that the next fact related was immee 
diately in order of time after that which was before related f” 

¢ Other marks of tranfiticn mentioned by him as ufed with 
latitude are, xab éyivero, nab EASwv, Hab Moors? Sw, eiceAours 
diy meosmateiv di, Xab avoitas TO.coua. We may add, torts 
PET OC THU TH, BVy EV THIS NREORIS EXER, EY ie Tay nuECaY® 
and .an attentive reader will remark others.” Sve Chemnitius’s 
Harm. Proleg. p. 17, 18. ae | 

His Lordfhip is of opinion, with Calvin, Mede, Lardner, 
Bifhop Hurd, and others, that Jefus caft the, buyers and fellers 
out of the Temple twice. On the contrary Mr. Mann, Dr, 
Prieftley, and Bifhop Pearce contend that Jefus purged the 
Temple only at the. laft paflover. Dr..Newcome has ftated 
their arguments, and given a diftin& reply to each of them. 
After comparing them. attentively together, we think it the 
more probable opinion that Jefus purged the Temple only once ; 
though we acknowledge that we are at a lofs to account for the 
anticipation which this implies in St. John’s narrative. 

‘ The 
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The Bifhop, in a long note, has partiéularly confidered, 
and, we think, effectually refuted, a fingular pofition advanced 
by Lamy, Harm. 106, Apparatus 212, that the Baptift was 
twice imprifoned, firft by the Sanhedrim, and then by Herod. 

The following extracts relate to the duration of our Lord’s 
miniftry, and include fome of the principal circumftances 
which led this intelligent Writer to adopt the common opinion, 
in preference to Mr. Mann’s hypothefis, fo lately revived and 
ably fupported, by Dr. Prieftley: we hope that the importance: 
of their contents will be a fufficient apology for their length, 

* If Jefus was born early in O&ober, in that month he en- 
tered on his thirtieth year. We cannot, therefore, allow that 
mére than about fix months elapfed between the beginning of 
his miniftry and. the firft paflover. John ii. 23, affords reafon 
to conclude that Jefus continued in Jerufalem during a part of 
the paichal week; and it was a conduct very fuitable to the 
great ends of his miniftry, if he protracted his ftay beyond the 
time of that whole feftival. 

© § 22. Jefus leaves Jerufalem, and exercifes his public mi- 
niftry in Judea, probably in the parts about Jordan. John iii. 
22, the word ds«ereiw imports a confiderable {pace of time. 
We fee indeed, Acts xxv. 6. xx. 6, that it is fometimes ree 
firained to ten or feven days. But in John xi. 54, which isa 
parallel place, where it is ufed abfolutely, and xpdvov is under- 
ftood, it can fcarcely mean Jefs than a month. In the place 
before us it feems to import a ftill longer time, John iii. 22, 
éCaialiCe, compared with John iv. 1, will lead us to conclude 
that in Judea, after the paflover, Jefus made and baptifed more 
difciples than John.—And we cannot but think that they were 
inftructed, as well as baptifed. 

‘ § 33%. I think with many commentators that this tranf- 
ation happened on the firft Sabbath after the fixteenth of Nifan, 
that is, after the fecond day of the feaft of unleavened bread. 
See § 23. We may well fuppofe that our Lord and his difci- 
ples were then on their way from Jerufalem to Galilee, after 
having kept the paffover. Johnv. 16, 18, will furnifh a rea- 
fon why our Lord chofe to remain fo fhort a time in Jerufalem. 
“Odov masiv, Mark ii. 23, may refer to fuch a journey as by 
cuftom might be taken on the Sabbath. See Acts i, 12. 
Matthew refumes what he had omitted in its proper place. 

‘ Dr. Prieftley, the learned and ingenious defender of Mr. 
Mann’s hypothelis, thinks that the paflover recorded § 20, 
** that is, John ii, 13, was that which immediately preceded 
the tranfaGtion here related.” The duration of our J.ord’s mie 
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niftry turns on this point. I will, therefore, place before the 
Reader, in one view, the evidence againft what has been lately 
fupported with as much plaufibility as the fubject admits. 

‘ We read, § 20, that Jefus celebrated at Jerufalem the fir 
paflover during his public miniftry ; and though I allow that he 
might work miracles, make difciples, and purge the Temple, 
before the fourteenth of Nifan, yet John ii. 23, fhews that he 
alfo difplayed his miraculous power during the feaft, that is, 
during fome part of the feven days after the pafchal Jamb was 
flain, Itis obferved, John ii, 24, that at this paflover Jefus 
did not truft himfelf to thofe who believed in him: and John 
iii, 2, a Jewith ruler vifits Jefus by night, and refers to his 
miracles. The Reader muft judge from thefe circumftances 
whether it is not probable that Jefus continued at Jerufalem at 
leaft during the eight days of this feftival. 

‘In § 22, fome remarks have been made on John ili. 22, 
compared with iv. 1. Dr. Prieftley obferves on John ili. 22. 
1. Several circumftances make it evident that Jefus’s ftay in 
Judea at that time could not be long. For not only do the 
other Evangelifts make no mention of this ftay in Judea; but 
the manner in which they all relate the hiftory of the firft tranf- 
actions in Galilee fhews that they had no idea of any thing 
confiderable having been done before, Matth. iv. 17. Mark i. 
28. Luke iv. 14. 

‘ 2. Jefus could not be long in making difciples enow to 
alarm the Jews. 

‘ 3. Peter and Andrew, James and John, did not particu- 
larly attend upon Jefus till after his arrival in Galilee. See 
thefe arguments more fully ftated in Dr. Prieftley’s Harm. p. 
52> 53: 

‘ But the force of thefe objections will be abated, if we con- 
fider that the Evangelifts often omit very important events ; 
(for inftance, three of them are filent on our Lord’s attendance 
at any Jewifh feaft except the laft paflover): that Jefus might 
with much wifdom preach more openly and univerfally in the 
remote province of Galilee than he chofe to do in Judea: that 
Jefus’s high reputation for what had pafled in Judea feems to 
have gone before him into Galilee, Luke iv. 14: that fuppofing 
Jefus to have tarried in the parts about Jordan, twenty or thirty 
miles from Jerufalem, and to have proceeded at firft with that 
referve and circumfpection which his vicinity to the Jewith ru- 
lers feems to have required, it might be fome time before their 
jealoufy became dangerous to him: and that, before the call of 
Peter, &c. to a ftated attendance on Jefus, his difciples are of- 
ten mentioned, and are once faid to have been employed in 
baptifing converts, See John ii, 2, 22, iii 22. iv. 2, 
Upon 
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Upon the whole; I continue to think that at leaft a month muft. 
be allowed for Jefus’s abode in Judea. 

* Let us fuppofe that Cana was fituated to the Weft beyond. 
Nazareth and Sephoris, and that its diftance from that part of 
Judea in which Jefus dwelt was fifty or fixty miles. On this. 
journey Jefus pafled probably two whole days in Samaria, John 
lv. 40, 43: and if a Sabbath intervened, and fome attention 
was occafionally patd to his miniftry (John iv. 34), it cannot 
have occupied le{s than fix or feven days. 

© Jefus’s prefence in Cana is notified at Capernaum,. dittant 
about twenty-three miles. One of Herod’s court attends Jefus,. 
requefts that he would heal his fon, receives aflurance that his 
fon fhouid live about one in the afternoon according to our 
computation, and the next day meets his fervants coming from 
Capernaum to inform him of his fon’s recovery. Jefus there-. 
fore muft have remained at Cana a few days: let us fay four: 

‘ Luke iv. 15, Jefus teaches in the fynagogues of Galilee s 
and this teaching ts diftinét from that in his circuit through 
Galilee after the call of Peter, &c. Luke iv. 43, 44. It is 
alfo diftinct from his teaching tn the fynagogue at Nazareth; 
for it precedes it. Cum jam in Galilee fynagogis aliis mag- 
nam fibi auctoritatem comparaflet, tum venit Nazareth, Chemn, 
Harm. p. 351. In thefe public inftructions not lefs than two 
Sabbaths, or eight days, can be employed. 

¢ Luke iv. 16. Jefus is one Sabbath at Nazareth; and pro- 
bably his benevolence Jed him to pafs a few days there previous: 
to that Savdith. We will fuppofe him then to have continued 

our days in bis own city. 

‘ Then, Matth.iv. 13, Jefus goes more than twenty miles 
from Nazareth to Capernaum and dwells there: for which we 
muft allow j/ome weeks, perhaps three. But it is objected that 
Jefus couid not relide here for any long time, becaute, Matth, 
viii. 20, he intimates that he had no fixed habitation during 
his public miniftry. See Dr. Prieftley’s Harm. p. 54. Anfw. 
The words do not import that Jefus did not refide long in any 
place during his miniftry ; but that he did not refide any where 
in a place of Azs own, that he had only a contingent and preca- 
rious habitation. 

‘ After this Jefus went about all Galilee, Matth. iv. 23, 
and the parallel verfes; his fame fpread through all Syria, and 
they brought to him all their fick; ib. ver. 24; .and particu- 
larly in a certain city he healed a leper, which occationed him 
to remain out of the city in defert places, where they came to 
him from every quarter. Then he returned to Capernaum, 
healed a paralytic, and called- Levi. A month is a moderate 
{pace of time for thefe tranfaclions, ‘% 
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« But Dr. Prieftley objects (Harm. p. §5.) that Mark defcrib- 
ing the very fame progrefs, in language fimilar to that of Matth. 
j. 28, 393 yet fays, il, 1, that he entered again into Caper- 
naum after fome days only. And, p. 140, 141, he places fix 
davs between Jefus’s departure from Capernaum and his return 
to it. 

‘ But it has been fhewn in loc. on the authority of the beft cri- 
fics, that ds iueowv imports as much asI fuppofe: and if as 
few days as Dr. Prieftley allows had been meant, the number 
would probably have been exprefled : as Matth. xvii. 1. Luke 
jx. 28. John xil. I. : 

‘ The time allowed by Dr. Prieftley for all the tranfactions, 

from leaving Judea, John iv. 3, to the arrival at Capernaum, 
Mark ii. 1, is only fifteen days, Harm. p.140, 141.. Let us 
fay now that from that part of Judea where Jefus dwelt to 
Cana was fifty miles, from Cana through Nazareth to Caper- 
naum thirty miles, and let us allow that the progrefs about Ga- 
lilee did not exceed even feventy miles ; and during thefe fifteen 
days, Jefus muft have journied ten miles each day, including 
Sabbaths. I have endeavoured to fhew that we cannot, with 
any probability, affign a fhorter period for the incidents during 
this interval than ten weeks: to which muft be added five 
weeks for the coutinuance in Jerufalem during the paflover, and 
afterwards in Judea: and fome of the phrafes ufed by the Evan- 
gelifts ace of fuch a latitude as. to juftify the plan of this and 
many other Harmonies in extending this whole time to almoft 
ayear. See John xxi. 25. 
. © But, Ex. xxxiv..22, wheat harveft was fifty days after bar- 
ley harveft; and therefore, fuppofing the tranfaction of § 33, 
“ that is, Matth. xii. 1, &c. to have happened at this later 
harveft, it cannot be reduced to the fame year with the paflover 
mentioned § 20,” that is, John ii. 13. 3 

¢ Jerome, indeed, fuppofes wheat harveft three months after 
barley harveft: fee Harmer, Obf. on Scripture, 2d Ed. i. 40: 
who obferves, ** Nor can I eafily believe their wheat harveit 
was delayed to the clofe of July: at prefent at Aleppo, barley 
harveft commences about the beginning of May, and the wheat 
#8 well as that is generally over by the 20th. In Barbary it 
comes at the latter end of May, or the beginning of June. 
Agreeably to this, Raimond de Agiles giveth us to underitand 
that a great part of their hasveft at Ramula or Ramah, was 
gathered in before the 6th of June in 1099,” See alfo p. 68, 
69: where Fulcherius is quoted as faying, that the harveft at 
Ramula was ripe, but not gathered in, about the middle of 
May, 1102 ;-and Haffelquift is faid to have eaten half ripe ears 
of wheat roafted on the 14th of May, N.S. And I find in 
Shaw, 4to. p. 335: ‘Barley, allover the Holy, Land, was in 
‘i fuil 
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full ear in the beginning of April; and about the middlé of 
that month it began to turn yellow; particularly in the fouthern 
diftri€ts. But wheat was very little of it in ear; and in the 
fields near Bethlehem and Jerufalem, the ftalk was little more 
than a foot high.” Mr. Mann’s note on Luke vi. ‘1, is, * It 
was ty cabCare eee which could not be later than 


April. Philo de vita Mofis, 1. 2, fays, Barley and wheat in 
that country are ripe at the vernal equinox, p. 503. Ifidorus 
of Pelufium fays, at the time of the Jewifh paffover. V. Petav, | 
var. Differt. 1.2. c. a1.” Engl. ed. p. 169. See Philo, p, 
686, ed. Par. 1640, where wheat and barley are faid to be ripe, 
weAcicyovsictas, in the firft month. [His note in the Latin ed. 
is, "Ev cablarw devteporpwry, feu poft pafcha primo, itaque 
Aprilis 7°, quo tempore fegetes in Judza mature erant. Lev. 
xxiii. 10.] Dr. Prieftley has extended this time to the third 
Sabbath after the whole pafchal feftival. Harm. p. 140, 141. 

‘ There is no difficulty as to the remaining part of our Lord’s 
miniftry.: a paffover being mentioned, John vi. 4; and Mark 
vi. 49, and the parallel places, implying that it was fpring: 
(fee the Obfervations on § 63:) and our Lord being crucified 
at another paflover.’ 

Bifhop Newcome juftly confiders the difcourfe on the Mount, 
Matth.:v. 6, 7, as the fame with that Luke vi. and places it, 
according to St. Luke’s arrangement, immediately after the ap- 
pointment of the twelve apoftles. In anfwer to an objection 
drawn from the difference in the difcourfes themfelves, he in- 
troduces the fo'lowing remarks on the coincidence of expref- 
fion which may be obferved in the narratives of different Evan- 

clifts. 

aa It is plain,’ fays his Lordfhip, * that the oppofitions and 
amplifications in St. Luke are virtually contained in St. Mat. 
thew: and Grotius fays, “ me, ne diverfas effe narrationes 
putem, movent—Exordium idem, eademque peroratio.” He 
might have added, that there is great fimilarity in the ordef 
throughout, and that St. Luke has not one precept diftinét in 
every part. The truth is, thefe difcourfes differ no more than 
the two prayers delivered by our Lord, Matth. vi. 9, &c. and 
Luke xi. 2, &c. if we take the latter from MSS, and not 
from the prefent text; which is accommodated to Matthew, 
as many places in the Gofpels are to parallel ones, The fame- 
nefs of phrafe in the relations of the Evangelifts may be ac- 
counted for from this caufe. Homonymiis et redundantiis Ans 
fam fubinde prebuere collationes private, et deinceps magis 
folennes Harmonize Evangelicz, pio et utili ftudio circa tertium 
feculum a Tatiano primum, dein Eufebio adornate ; unde cog 
natz voces, in margine primum ad{fcripte, exinde in textum 


admittcbantur. Hac de re querclam primum - inftituit D. 
Hieron. 
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Hieron. pref. ad 4 Evan. ad Damafum. ‘* Magnus hic in 
noftris codicibus error inolevit, dum quod in eadem re alius 
Evangelifta plus dixit, in alio quia minus putaverint, addide- 
runt. Vel dum eundem fenfum alius aliter expreffit, ille qui 
unum e quatuor primum legerat, ad ejus exemplum ceteros 
quoque exiftimavit emendandos.” Pref. to Bp. Fell’s Greek 
Teftament. Oxf. 1675. Dr. Prieftley has ingenioufly fug- 
gefted another reafon for coincidence of expreffion and of are 
rangement in the Evangelifts ; that, before they wrote, detached 
memoirs of Jefus’s hiftory might have been committed to wri- 
ting by the apoftles themfelves, or by others from the mouths 
of the apoftles, which might have ferved as common originals. 
Harm. p. 725 73, 876 

The Bifhop, in a note which we cannot tranfcribe or abridge, 
endeavours to prove that Levi’s feaft fucceeded his call by an 
interval of at leaft fix months ; he replies, we think, fatisfaétorily 
to the objections which have been made to this arrangement ; 
and obferves from Chemnitius, that thefe two events were fee 


. parated in all the ancient Harmonies, from Tatian in A. D. 


170, to Gerfon in A. D. 1400. 

Bifhop Pearce, in his Commentary on the Gofpels, &c. ob- 
ferves that the phrafe sis +6 mega is fometimes ufed when the 
place to which it refers, was on the fame fide of the water, pro- 
vided a fmall bay or arm of the fea was crofled to reach it. 
Bifhop Newcome has a note on the fituation of Bethfaida and 
the neighbouring towns, p. 28, the fubftance of which, though 
without intention, very much confirms his Lordfhip’s remark. 

Dr. Newcome thus reconciles Matth. xvi. 4, and Mark vi. 
12. 
© St. Mark means that Jefus ftrongly refufed the Pharifees 
and Sadducees fuch a particular fign from heaven as they at that 
time required ; probably a fign that Jefus was to work out for 
them a temporal deliverance, fays Lardner: Cred.1. 2. 90. ed. 
Jewith Teftim. 1. 62. However, St. Matthew adds, that here- 
after there would be a moft decifive proof of his miffion. Both 
Evangelifts agree that, according to our Lord’s manner, no pre- 
Jfent fign would be granted at their demand.’ 

In our review of Bifhop Pearce’s Commentary we gave our 
Readers his Lordfhip’s learned and judicious note on Matth. 
xxvii, 63, to prove that wera resis nuteas is fometimes equi- 
valent to ry reirn nto. To the authorities which Dr. 
Pearce has alleged, Dr. Newcome adds, Deut. xiv. 28, comp. 
xxvi. 12: John xx. 26: Matth. xxvi. 2: xxvii. 63, 4: 
Mark xiv. 1. H. Stephens thef. voc. pera, put? nucoas do, 
fecundo poft die. Et Plin. Cafa {pina Aegyptiaca anno tertio 
refurgit, pro his Fheophratti, orav dt xorn, wera teirov Eres 
titus avaleCrasnxe. And R, Stephens vac. poft. Cic. 3 Att. 7. 
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Eo die pueri tui mihi a te literas reddiderunt : et alii pueri 
poft diem tertium ejus diei, literas alias attulerunt. h. e. Ter. 
tio die poftquam priores acceperam. See alfoa like mode of 
expreflion, Luke ii. 21, compared with chap. i. 59.” 

Dr. Newcome is of opinion that the journey mentioned Luke 
ix. 51. xiii, 22. xiv. 25. xvii. 11, 12, was one and the 
fame journey; and from the feries of the hiftory concludes, 
that it was not our Lord’s laft journey to Jerufalem, but that 
which he took when he went up to the feaft of dedication. John 
Xe 22. 

‘His Lordfhip feparates the inftitution of the cup in the Lord’s 
Supper from that of the bread, and places in the interval, John, 
chap. xiv. His reafons are, that the bread was broken, &c, 
so Oscvrwy avtav, while they were eating, the cup given usr 
ro dsizvncxs, after they had fupped ; that the apoftles being 
deeply affected by*fo expreflive a fign or fymbol of his body 
broken, the difcourfe in John, c. xiv. was very pertinent; and 
that Jolin xv. follows not unfuitably the inftitution of the cup. 
This we mention as a fingular opinion rather than as a proba- 
ble circumftance. 

We could willingly notice our Author’s fentiments and re- 
marks upon feveral other interefting paflages of the Evangelical 
hiftory ; but we pafs them over in order to lay before our 
Readers the refult of his inquiries refpecting the tranfactions of 
that day on which our Lord arofe from the dead. ! 

‘ The feries of events,’ fays his Lordfhip, ¢ is this: On the 
morning of the firft day of the week, about the beginning of the 
fourth divifion of the night, Jefus rifes from the dead. A great 
earthquake happens about the time of his refurrection; and an 
angel appears, who rolls away the ftone from the mouth of the 
cave, fits on it, and-ftrikes the keepers with great fear. | 

¢ After Jefus’s refurrection, many bodies of the faints arife 
from their graves, and appear to many in Jerufalem, 

‘ Mary Magdalene, Mary the Mother of James, Salome, 
Joanna, and certain other women, go very early to the fepul- 
chre, intending to pay honour to the body of Jefus by embalm- 
ing it. On the way, they confult about removing the ftone, 
which they knew was rolled againft the mouth of -the fepul- 
chre; but on their approach they find it removed ; they enter 
into the cave, and two angels fuddenly appear to them, one of 
whom fitson the right hand, and mildly addrefles them. | 

¢ Being commanded to aflure the difciples of Jefus’s refurrec- 
tion, and that he would go before them into Galilee; they re- 
turn to Jerufalem, and relate all thefe things to the eleven, and 
all the reft, and Mary Magdalene herfelf communicates them 


to Peter and John. 
‘ The 
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© The women are difbelieved: however, Peter and John 
haften to the fepulchre, and find that the body is removed, but 
fee not Jefus. ? 

‘ Cleopas and his companion, having heard the report of 
the women and of Peter and John, leave the apoftles and difci- 
ples, and prepare for their journey to Emmaus. 

‘ Mary Magdalene and the other women follow Peter and 
John to the fepulchre. Mary Magdalene, either arriving before 
the other women, or remaining after them at the tomb, or re- 
vifiting it apart irom them, looks into the cave, and fees a vi- 
fion of angels, and, after fhe has converfed a fhort time with 
them, Jefus himfelf appears to her. 

She joins the other women, who feem to have continued in 
the neighbourhood of the fepulchre; and as they are returning 
to Jerulalem, Jefus meets them. 

‘ The guards leave the fepulchre, and relate to the Jewifh 
rulers all that-had occurred within their knowledge. 

‘ The women relate to the difciples that Jefus was alive, and 
had been feen by them; but are difbelieved. 

‘ After this Jefus appears to Peter, then to the two difci- 
ples on their way to Emmaus, and then to the eleven as they 
fit at meat, with whom he holds a long. conference: and thus 
end the great and glorious tranfactions of the day on which 
Jefus rofe from the dead.’ 

This arrangement his Lordfhip has fupported by a minute 
confideration and comparifon of the feparate accounts of the four 
Evangelifts, and of the methods in which other Harmonifts and 
Commentators have attempted to reconcile them, and by a num- 
ber of judicious critical remarks, We could have wifhed to 
have made an obfervation or two upon fome of the particulars : 
but this Article is already protraéted beyond our ufual limits. 
We, therefore, here take leave of this ingenious and elaborate 
publication, and earneftly recommend it to the attention of 
evcry lover of facred literature, on account both of the fund of 
erudition that it contains, and of the candid and liberal fpirit 
which it bre: . 

eathes Em. 


Queen 





Art. IIL. 4 Medical Commentary on Fixed Air, Se. Se. By Mate 
thew Dobfon, M.D. F.R.S. 8vo. 3s. fewed. Cadell. 1779. 


EFORE the nature of fixed air, and particularly the chee 
mical qualities of that fluid, were fo largely inveftigated, 

as they have latcly been, phyficians were not inattentive to the 
falutary ufes to which that fubftance might be applied in the 
practice of medicine. ‘Though the late ingenious Dr. Mac- 
bride, in particular, probably crred in that part of his theory, 
Rev, Odt. 1779. fy where 
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“other vegetable and faccharine infufions, qualified to generate 
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where he was induced to confider it (as Hales, Haller, and 
others had done) as the cementing principle, or the bond of union 
between the infenfible particles of bodies; yet, from a plaufible 
analogy, founded on the obfervations of voyagers, as well as 
on philofophical experiments, he was led to a falutary applica- 
tion of this fubftance, in the cure of the fea fcurvy, confidered 
as a putrid difeafe, originating from the want of this antifeptic 
principle in the food of feafaring perfons. He confidered that 
this defect might be moft coramodioufly fupplied by the exhi- 
bition of malt, or other portable fubftitutes for frefh vegetables ; 
which are known to abound in this principle, and at the fame 
time to effect a fpeedy cure in this difeafe, independent of their 
peculiar qualities ; whenever the fcorbutic had the good fortune 
to reach land, though even in the laft ftage of the diftemper. 

Afterwards, when the method of impregnating water with 
fixed air was difcovered, the medical application of this fub- 
{tance was ftill farther extended, and to cafes of a very different 
nature. It was not only confidered as a remedy for all difeafes 
of a putrid kind; but likewife, in confequence of its acid 
quality, as a folvent for calculous concretions, or the ftone; 
particularly by Dr. Percival, and Dr. Saunders. The Author 
of the prefent Commentary, adtuated by a laudable fpirit of im- 
provement, has peculiarly attended to this new fubject of the 
Materia Medica; and has here given us not only the refults of 
his trials in the difeafes abovementioned,. but in others likewife, 
in which he was led, by analogy, to adminifter it. 

The different methods by which fixed air may be admitted 
into the fyftem are either by exhibiting, 1. “Fhe natural mi- | 
neral waters, fuch as thofe of Spa, Pyrmont, Seltzer, &c. that 
are known to contain it:—2. Water artificially impregnated 
with it, in the different manners defcribed by Dr. Prieftley, Dr. 
Nooth, the Duke de* Chaulnes, and others :—3. Solutions of 
mild alcaline falts, from which the fixed air that they naturally 
contain is expelled, by adding a proper quantity of lemon juice, 
or other acid, at, or immediately after, the time of drinking 
chert in the manner propofed by Dr. Hulme :—4. Wort, or 

t 


fixed air in the ftomach and prime vie; as recommended by 
Dr. Macbride:—5. Solutions of alcaline falts, previoufly neu- 
tralifed, or even actdulated, or fuperfaturated, by fixed air, or 
the mephitic acid; as propofed by Mr. Bewly.—Thefe laft may 
either be taken fingly, om an expectation that they may be de- 
compounded in the ftomach; or, in fome cafes, poffibly to 
more advantage, a part of the large quantity of fixed air, with 
which they have been fuperfaturated, may be expelled from 
them, rin fubfequent draught of any acid liquor :—6. Clyf- 
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ters of fimple fixed air, as szecommended by Dr. Prieftley oe 
» eo 























Dobfon’s Medical Commentary on Fixed Air, Se. 275 


7. The fame fluid externally applied, to the lungs, for inftance, 
in infpiration, or to other parts morbidly affected, by means of 
a proper apparatus; as hath been practifed by Dr. Rotheram, 
Mr. Hey, Dr. Warren of Taunton, and Dr. Percival. 

The Author commences his work with an account of fome 
experiments, made with a view to afcertain the quantity of fixed 
air contained in fixed and volatile alcalis, and in chalk; b 
expelling it from them, by means of vitriolic acid added to 
them, in a large and tall vial. He found that two drachms of 
falt of tartar contained 28 grains of fixed air; the fame quan- 
tity of volatile fal ammoniac contained 48 grains; and the fame 
quantity of chalk contained 42 grains. 

The difeafes, in the treatment of which the Author gives 
us the refult of his own experience, refpecting the adminiftra- 
tion of fixed air, as well as that of fome of his medical cor- 
refpondents, are,—Putrid fevers, fmall-pox and meafles attended 
with fymptoms of malignancy, gangrene, ulcerous fore throat, 
fea fcurvy, cachexies and phagedenic ulcers, and the ftone and 
gravel. He relates the various cafes fimply, without fhewing 
any attachment to mere hypothefis; drawing no other infer- 
ences from the fuccefsful events which occurred, than. fuch as 
appear to be juftly deducible from each cafe refpectively. With 
regard to the cafes, we muft refer the reader to the work; con- 
fining ourfelves, for the moft part, to general obfervations. 

Under the head of putrid fevers, in which four cafes are re- 
lated, the Author declares that he has directed fixed air, both 
in hofpital and private practice, for a variety of patients, in 
fevers attended with fymptoms of putrefaction, and with fuc- 
cefs. In the fourth cafe, in particular, a train of very alarm- 
ing fymptoms, attending a putrid diarrhoea, appears to have 
been removed in the {pace of thirty hours, by means of quickly 
repeated dofes of falt of tartar and lemon-juice given in the 
{tate of effervefcence. Some bad cafes follow of the confluent 
{mall-pox, gangrene, and putrid fore throat; in fome of which 
the fame method was fuccefsfully purfued: in others, the alcali, 
firft neutralifed, or fuperfaturated with the mephitie acid, was em~ 
ployed. Inthe putrid fore throat, evident benefit was obtained 
by the topical application, or infpiration of fixed air, expelled 
from chalk by oil of vitriol. 

In a cafe of this laft kind, related by Dr. Haygarth, a judi- 
_ Cious hint occurs, refpecting the exhibition of ftrong wort, as 
an antifeptic ; and which confiits in exciting a commencement 
of the fermentatory procefs, by adding a tea-fpoonful of yeaft 
to a pint of it, and placing it near the fire about an hour be- 
fore it is adminiftered. Dr. Haygarth apprehends that, with- 
out fuch addition, ‘ the fpontaneous change of wort is into an 
acetous ftate, by which very little fixed air is evolved,’ ' 
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In the cafe of pulmonary confumptions, the Author has not 
met with one inftance, in his own practice, in which the pa- 
tient recovered by the ufe of fixed air, when the difeafe origi- 
nated from tubercles: but in cafes of abfcefs in the lungs, 
whether from peripneumony, or accidental injury, he has feen 
very falutary effects from fixed air; two inftances of which he 
relates. 

We cannot, a prior?, conceive any difeafe more likely to be 
removed or relieved by the ufe of fixed air, than the true fea 


Jcurvy; had we even no other foundation for fuch an opinion 


than the obfervation that it peculiarly, though not indeed ex- 
clufively, affects feafaring perfons; who from their fituation, 
as we have already in part obferved, are deprived of fuch veges 
table and frefh animal food as is adapted to generate fixed air; 
and that a cure almoft invariably enfues, when they have an op» 
portunity of eating food that abounds in that antifeptic prin- 
ciple. 

On this head, the Author briefly relates his own fuccefs in 
the exhibition of fixed air jin this difeafe, particularly among 
the feamen at Liverpool ; as likewife two extraordinary cafes 
communicated by Mr. Dawfon, in which the cure was effected 
by the mephitic julep, or fixed alcali neutralifed by the mephitic 
acid: but as the Author had been favoured with a letter on the 
fubject, from the late Dr. Macbride, the ingenious propofer of 
the method of curing this difeafe by the ufe of wort, and which 
contains the prefent ftate of the evidence with refpe& to its ef- 
ficacy ; we fhall tran{cribe from it fome of his Jaf? words on this 
important fubjeét. 

Dr. Macbride firft mentions the favourable accounts’ of the 
efficacy of the wort experienced in the trials made of it at fea, 
in his Majefty’s fhip ‘fa/on, and in the Nottingham Eaft-India- 
man, in ten cafes formerly publifhed. He next takes notice of 
the fuccefs attending the exhibition of the wort on board the 

ueen Eaft-Indiaman ; and of the abftract of the journals deli- 
vered in at the Admiralty~-office, by the furgeons of the Dolphin, 
Swallow, and Endeavour ; and of a remarkable hiftory, commu- 
nicated by Dr. Fothergill, in which the efficacy of the wort 
was very confpicuous. A fhort account of thefe trials was 
publifhed in the Appendix to his AYethadical Introduétion to the 
Theory and Praétice of Phyfic.—He then adds : 

«¢ Since the time of the laft-mentioned publication, I have 
received the journal of Mr. Skiddy, furgeon of the Intrepid 
man of war, on a voyage to India, in 1772; and that of Mr. 
Patten, furgeon of the Refolution, during her late voyage to the 
Southern Hemifphere, of which we have the twofold hiftory, 
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e Mr. Skiddy gives a very diftin& account of about twenty 
{corbutic patients, though he fays there was more than double 
that number on his fick | ft. It appears that the fhip was but 
fcantily provided with water, and for that reafon he could not 
afford more than two quarts in the day of the infufion, to fuch 
of the fick as ftood moft in need of it, and three pints to thofe 
whofe diftrefles were lefs urgent. Only two patients of the 
whole number could be faid to recover, while the fhip conti- 
nued at fea; but all of them were kept alive, and in moft, ‘the 
progrefs of the difeafe appears to have been retarded. 

‘© With refpect to the fuccefs of the wort on board the Re- 
folution, the Public is already pretty well informed, from the 
two hiftories of the voyages already mentioned, and from Sir 
john Pringle’s difcourfe annexed to Capt. Cook’s account. 
But the furgeon’s journal, in my pofleffion, is ftill more ex- 
plicit and fatisfatory ; for whereas Capt. Cook makes a doubt 
whether the wort will cure the fcurvy in an advanced ftate, at 
fea; the cafes in Mr. Patten’s journal demonftrate that it will ; 
and he expreffes his opinion, that the wort (if the malt de 
found, and the infufion properly prepared): will feldom fail to 
accomplifh a cure, even though the fhip fhould happen to be 
kept out at fea; and he thinks that when it has failed, the 
difappointment has been owing, either to the unfoundnefs of 
the malt,. inattention with reipect to preparing the infufion, or 
not adminiftering it in fafficient quantity. There will,’ no 
doubt, however, fometimes occur fuch an untoward combina- 
tion of fevere weather, fcarcity of water, bad provifions, and a 
crowded fhip, that even the moft approved antifcorbutics, if 
they were to be had, muft fall fhort of their-ufual effects: as 
feems to have: been the cafe on board the Swallow, in her paf- 
fage acrofs the Pacific Ocean; and in the Talbot Eaft India- 
man, according to Mr. Clark’s account, in his book entitled, 
Objervations on the Difeafes in long Voyages, to hot Climates.” 

For reafuns which will quickly appear, we fhall quote one 
paflage more from this letter of Dr. Macbride’s to the Author. 
Alluding to the ten cafes referred to above, that Jate ingenious 
philofopher and phyfician thus feelingly exprefles himfelf : 

** I did imagine that thefe cafes (tix of which are fufficiently 
conclufive in favour of the wort) would have gone near to efta- 
blifh the credit of the malt.infufion as an antifcorbutic ; but 
my expectations, it feems, were rather too fanguine; fince | find 
they did not ferve to convince the perfon whom of ail others I 
could have wifhed to be convinced, namely, Dr. Lind; who 
{till continues to pronounce, ‘ that it is not probable a remedy 
for the {curvy will ever be difcovered from a preconceived hypo= 
thefis, or by fpeculative men in the clofet..—And he complains 
Moreover * of the mifchief done by an attachinent to d/x/ive 
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theories.’—See the preface to. the third edition of his Treatife on 
the Scurvy. 

We cannot avoid flopping to exprefs our furprize at fuch 
an obfervation as the foregoing, proceeding from fo intelli- 
gent a practitioner. An attachment indeed to delufive theories 
is certainly not to be defended: But how is the art of phyfic 
to be improved, or new methods of curing difeafes to .be dif- 
covered ? Surely not by merely exhibiting untried fubftances at 
random; or without fome preconceived hypothefis ; or, in other 
words, without reafoning on the fenfible and more obvious qua- . 
lities of bodies, or thofe other properties difcoverable by the aid 
of chemiftry, and applying that knowledge to the ceconomy 
of the human fyftem. 

. With refpeét to Dr. Macbride’s application of the do@trine 
of fixed air to the cure of the fea fcurvy, Dr. Lind’s obferva- 
tion is ftill further particularly exceptionable: as the efficac 
of the wort in the cure, or in the mitigation of the fymptoms, 
of that difeafe was not then a fubjecét of mere fpeculation; but 
Ahad been rendered very probable by the refults of the trials that , 
had even then been made of it.—In fact, the praétical tanner 
might with equal juftice authoritatively pronounce on the im- 
probability of improving the tanning art * from a preconceived 
hypothefis,’ or © by fpeculative men in the clofet ;’ and yet, as 
we lately had an opportunity to fhew *, Dr. Macbride has in- 
vented not merely a fpeculative but a practical improvement in 
a branch of that art, in confequence of /peculations of a fimilar 
kind to the prefent. 

In a matter of fuch great importance to the Public, we have 
thought proper to bear our teftimony again{t this unedifying 
and difheartening obfervation of Dr. Lind’s; which tends, as 
far as inere authority can go, to difcourage all defigned improve- 
menis in the art of medicine, though founded on the jufteft 
reafonings, or deduced from the moft plaufible analogy: and 
which would induce us to reft with our arms folded, and our eyes 
fhut, content with our prefent inadequate refources; ti]] Dame 
Fortune, in one of her liberal moods, fhall condefcend, in her 
own good time, to throw a remedy unexpectedly at our feet. 

Soon after we had written the foregoing remarks, a paper 
contained in the volume of the Philofophical Tranfaétions juft pub- 
lifhed, fell under our obfervation : and though the fpeaking of 
it in this place may feem premature, the contents of it are fo 
very appofite to the prefent fubje€t, that we cannot avoid anti- 
cipating, in part, our Review of that Article, by giving one 
quotation from it peculiarly applicable to the prefent queftion. 
Dr. Lind will there fee that the ‘* fpeculative men in the clo- 
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fet,’ who have flattered themfelves with the hopes of their hav- 
ing difcovered a remedy for the fcurvy, have now the fatisfac- 
tion—we lament that Dr. Macbride is not in a fituation to 

artake of it—of finding that a whole nation have anticipated 
them in the difcovery; and that Nature has dictated to the na- 
tives of Ruffia the ufe of that very antifeptic regimen againft 
this difeafe, to which our modern phi'ofophers have been led, 
in confequence of their fpeculations on fixed air. 

Dr: Guthrie of Peterfburg, the Author of the Article above- 
mentioned, after enumerating the many pre-difponent caufes 
which tend to produce the fcurvy, and other putrid difeafes, in 
Ruffia, obferves that the natives are neverthelefs ftrangers to 
diforders of that kind; evidently in confequence of the anti- 
feptic diet ufed among them. He thinks that it will be doing 
fervice to mankind to defcribe this falutary and prefervative re- 
gimen minutely; and intrqduces his defcription of it with the 
following reflections : 

“< It will probably give pleafure to thofe "epee who 
have prefcribed the new regimen to the Britifh navy with fo 
much fuccefs, to have the evidence of /ome millions to prove 
that they have a¢tually hit upon the very fecret by which Na- 
ture defends her creatures, in thofe countries where it is necef- 
fary, from the very difeafe which has been the {courge of the 
nobleft naval eftablifhment that ever the world faw. Nay, one 
would think that the diet thefe people ufe had been dictated by 
modern philofophy; or rather that your Pre/ident,” [Sir John 
Pringle, we fuppofe] ** your Macbrides, &c. had ftudied at this 
{chool ; for almoft every thing they ufe feems to be of that kind 
which the fortunate attention to the antifeptic qualities of fixed 
air has recommended for medical ufe. Here the experimental 
philofopher may be indulged in a triumph; and I really think 
your Lords of the Admiralty ought, in gratitude, to erect fta- 
tues to the induftrious and fucceisful profecutors of that noble 
and ufeful ftudy.” 

After giving fome experiments on the effects of fixed air on 
the putrefactive procefs, and on the putrid efluvium; the Au- 
thor treats of its ufe in cachexies and phagedenic ulcers. In 
confirmed cancers, he has not obferved any fenfible benefit pro- 
duced by it, excepta mitigation of the pain: but in old, fpread- 
ing, ill conditioned ulcers, it has, in many inftances, relieved 
the pain, brought on a more favourable digeftion, and much 
improved the appearance of the ulcers ; and in fome it has ef- 
fected a complete cure. He relates four cafes likewife of its 
having removed fome difeafés of the ftomach, when given in 
the form of effervefcing draughts. 

_ Treating next of the fedative and folvent powers of fixed air 
in cafes of the ftone, the Author obferves, that * they are fo 
T 4 far 








280 Dobfon’s Medical Commentary on Fixed Air, &e. 


far afcertained, as to give it a claim to the particular attention 
of the faculty. Further experience can alone determine, 
whether by the fteady and Jong continued ule of this medicine, 
a cure may not, in fome inftances, be happily effected: and it 
is no inconfiderable recommendation, that the medicine is plea- 
fant, fafe, and even friendly to the conititution; and that it 
will relieve the painful fymptoms, though it fhould not produce 
a complete folution of the calculus.—The following method of 
adminiftering it he apprehends to be thé moft eafy and pewerful : 

‘ Let the patient take three times a day an ounce of the agua 
mephitica alkalina, containing one fcruple of alcaline falt, fatu- 
rated with fixed air according to the dire€tions of Mr. Bewly *, 
and fweetened with a little honey: let him wafh this down 
with half an ounce or a large fpoonful of lemon-juice, made 
into lemonade. The patient thus takes not only the common 
proportion of fixed air contained im the alcaline falt,: but like- 
wife that which has been fuperadded to faturate or neutralize 
it. ‘The common drink of the patient fhould be mephitic water, 
wort fweetened with honey, provided it fits eafy and agrees with 
the ftomach, mead, or found malt liquor. Cafk ale, I think, 
is preferable to that which is kept in bottles, on this account, 
that the fixed air is in a more quiefcent ftate, is not loft in 
eructations from the prime via, and is confequently conveyed 
in a larger proportion to the kidneys and bladder, Honey may 
be eaten at pleafure, as perfectly coinciding with the intentions 
of the medicine; and where it fuits the conftitution, may be 
ufed to the quantity of a pound, or a pound and a quarter every 
week, as recommended by Sir John Pringle. 

© By this method, the urine will be well impregnated with a 
conftant and copious fupply of fixed air; more fo indéed:than 
by immediately injecting the mephitic water into the bladder.— 
Before the patient begins his courfe, it is a good precaution to 
examine the ftony fediment of the urine, or any calculous frag 
ments which are pafled, by putting them to the teft of fixed 
air. This will determine, as Dr. Ambrofe Dawfon judicioufly 
obferves, whether the calculus is of fuch a nature, as to be fo» 
Juble in the medicine which is propofed.’ The Author adds 
that, as fome calculi abound fo much with mucus, as to elude 
the aétion of fixed air, their folution may be facilitated by ex- 
hibiting the cauftic alcali and fixed air alternately, as recoma © 
mended by Dr. Saunders. 

Towards the end of the work, the Author gives a compara- 
tive view of the difpofition to generate the ftone, in feveral parts 
of this kingdom. His eftimate is formed on the anfwers re- 
ceived by him to his inquiries, with refpect to the number of 
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patients who had been cut for the ftone, in the various hofpi- 
tals to which he applied on this occafion; compared with 
the whole number of in and out patients that had been received 
at each hofpital: regard being likewife had to peculiarities in 
the food, drink, or fituation of the inhabitants of the refpective 
diftrits. ~ But for the particular refults of this inquiry we muft 
refer to the work itfelf; which we recommend to the attention 
of practitioners, as containing a plain narrative of philofophical 
and medical facts, related with candour, and without prepof- 


feffion. B. ‘y " 


eee IV. The Antiguarian Repertory. 2 Vols. 4to. Concluded, 


N the former Articles concerning this work (vid. Reviews 
for April and “fuly) we mentioned two defcriptions of Eng- 
land given by Frenchmen, who wrote near the times of Queer 
Mary and Charles the Firft; we are now prefented with another 
defcription of later date; it is a tranflation of the travels of 
Monfieur Jorevin de Rocheford, or at leaft that part of his work 
which treats of England and Ireland. His obfervations were 
made in the reign of Charles the Second, and his book, which 
was printed at Paris in 1672, (in three ‘vols. 12mo.) is faid to 
be now extremely fcarce. Had it utterly perifhed, fome readers 
perhaps will think there would have been no great caufe to la- 
ment the lofs. ‘The performance, however, is curious, as the 
journal of a foreigner who traverfed oor country upwards of a 
century ago, but who had not fo far conquered his national 
prejudices as to be able to make juft obfervations on our cuf- 
toms and manners. The tranflator rightly obferves that his 
abftract of our national hiftory is falfe and ridiculous; but that 
his defcriptions of places, buildings, &c. feem to have been ac- 
curate, as they ftill retain ftriking likenefles of the refpective 
fubjects, notwithftanding the alterations which muft neceflarily 
have happened .in the {pace of above an hundred years.—On 
the whole, this narrative, with all its faults, is not unentertain- 
ing. It confifts of feveral numbers, inferted in different parts 
of the volume. 

An extract from a curious and ‘authentic manufcript, a copy 
of which is in the pofleffion of Thomas Aftle, Efq; furnifhes 
an inftance of the rude manners of our country in ancient times. 
‘This manufcript contaigs, among other things, the private 
expences of King Edward the Second, wherein it appears that 
crofs and pile, or toffing up heads and tails (as it is now 
called) was a royal diverfion.? The following tranflation from 
the old French may afford fome amufement : 

‘ Item, paid to the King himfelf to play at crofs and pile 
by the hands of Richard de Mereworth the receiver of the trea- 
fury, 12 pence. 
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‘ Item, paid there to Henry the King’s barber for money 
which he lent to the King to play at crofs and pile, 5s. 

‘ Item, paid there to Peres Barnard ufher of the King’s 
chamber money which he lent to the King, and which he loft 
at crofs and pile to Monfieur Robert Wattewylle, eight pence. 

‘ Item, paid to the King him(elf to play at crofs and pile by 
Peres Barnard two fhillings, which the faid Peres won of him. 
Item, paid to Sir William de Kyngefton, for cabbage which he 
bought to make pottage in the boat. 


_£%* Item, paid at the lodge at Wolmer when the King was ftag- 


hunting there, to Morris Ken of the kitchen, becaufe he rode 
there before the King, and often fell from his horfe, at which 
the King laughed exceedingly ; a gift by command, 20s.’ 

A diflertation concerning an ancient manufcript, in the 
Cornifh language, will, no doubt, prove acceptable to moft an- 
tiquaries. The manufcript itfelf appears to be of great anti- 
quity, and the obfervations on it feem to be made by a perfon 
well acquainted with his fubject. The manufcript treats of our 
Saviour’s paffion. ‘* As to the language of it,’ remarks this 
Writer, * it is fuch as the common fpeakers of the Cornith 
now ufed here do not underftand, nor any but fuch as wil] be 
at the pains to ftudy ir, no more than the common fpeakers of 
the vulgar Greek do at this day Homer’s Iliad. So the Lord’s 
Prayer, in the year 7c0, was thus in Englifh: Vren fader thic 
arth, &c. In goo, Thu ure fader the eart on heofenum. 

‘ As to the antiquity thereof, we obferve the name of our 
Saviour is all along written Is, after the old form ufed in cru- 
cifixes, and then alfo the name written Chreft, not Chrift. So 
we find it written in Tacitus, Suetonius, and in fome other 
Roman authors, -So Chriftians were called Chreftians, as. Ter- 
tullian obferves, Apol. c. 3. and fo the vulgar in Cornith {peak 
it Chreft, and not Chrift. 

‘ In this old piece are no words anciently intermixt of the 
Saxon tongue or Angles, which fhews, in all probability, that 
it was written before their time at leaft, if not much farther of ; 
whereas the common fpeech of it now carries much of thofe 
latter figures, to the disfiguring of the face thereof.’ 

We are informed by a note at the end of this differtation, 
that it was written by Scawen, Efq; Vice-warden of the 
Stannaries, and was communicated by Mr. Thomas Aftle; but 
we are not told how long it is fince it was firft compofed. 

The true lovers of antiquity cannot fee or hear of the demo- 
lition of very ancient monuments and buildings without fome 
regret; to fuch perfons no doubt it yields a kind of pleafure, as 
we acknowledge it does to us, that Alnwick Caftle, the great 
Baronial feat of the Earls of Northumberland, which was fallen 
to decay, has been within thefe twenty years. moft nobly re- 
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paired by the prefent Duke of Northumberland, ¢ who has, fays 
this Writer, with great tafte and judgment, chaftely adhered to 
the ancient Gothic ftyle of the primitive fabric, and reftored it 
as much as poffible (confiftently with prefent convenience, and 
the more improved ftate of the arts) to what it anciently was, 
or would neceflarily have been at prefent if it had never fuffered 
by the ravages of time.’ 

The plate which is here given ox this building reprefents it 
before it was fo completely repaired. But the Writer declines 
inferting a particular account of this caftle, as a very exact de- 
{cription of it is to be feen in Grofle’s Antiquities of England 
and Wales; and the plar: of the Repertory, it is faid, does not 
allow of reprinting Articles fo lately publifhed. Thefe Gentle- 
men are not always fo fcrupulous; we have occafionally nwt 
with an extraét from Pennant’s Tour, &c. Some little re- 
marks, however, on the age and original of the building might 
have been added, without any charge of plagiarifm; and the 
omiffion of fuch particulars is a defect, and likely to prove a 
difadvantage to a work of this nature. 

Streatlam Caftle, in the weftern part of the county of Dur- 
ham, is fomewhat remarkable on account of its fituation. It 
was part of the poffeffions of Bernard Baliol, grandfather of 
John, King of Scotland: he gave this caftie and lordthip in 
dowry with his niece Agnes, who marriéd Sir John Trayne. 
Sir John’s fon and immediate fucceflor had one child, Alice, 
his heirefs, who was married to Sir Adam Bowes, Knight, Juf- 
tice in Oyer of the liberties of Durham, and Steward of Rich- 
mondfhire, about the year 1310, when Streatlam became the 
pofleffion of the family of Bowes, who.are owners of it at this 
| time. In what ftate the caftle was at that period is not known: 
but it was rebuilt about the year 1424 by Sir William Bowes, 
| Chamberlain to John Duke of Bedford, and Regent in France 
during the minority of Henry VI. The caftle after that moe 
del remained to the beginning of this century, when the pre- 
fent ftructure was erected on the fame ground. 

© Nothing, fays our Author, but a veneration for the an- 
cient feat of the family, could induce the proprietor to erect 
fuch a manfion, in fo ineligible a fituation. It ftands in a deep 
vale, a {mall brook runs clofe to its front, high and irregular 
hills arife on every fide, in fome parts covered with a foreft of 
oaks ; and the whole afpect is folemn. ‘The oppofite grounds 
are occupied as a park for deer, and afford a narrow profpe&; ’ 
there is fomething romantic in thefe fecluded {cenes, which 
pleafe the contemplative mind; but they are better adapted ‘to 
the vicinity of a cottage than a palace. The purling brook, 
the broken cliff, from whofe fhaken fides old oaks impend, and 
caft a long extended fhadow over the narrow dell; the ivy- 
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twifted elm, the mofly cove and primrofe bank, are pretty ob. 
jects in paftoral life; but correfpond not with the gaiety of the 
great: fuch are the beauties of Streatlam.’ 2? 

The GREAT, however, may be pleafed with fuch a rural ree 
treat, which they can find methods of enlivening, when they 
think proper. We will not flay to difpute on this fubje& with 
the Writer (whofe defcription will be read with pleafure by 
thofe who are fond of paitoral fcene-painting), but proceed to 
an object very differently fituated, 

The Caftle of Bifhop-Auckland is erected on a lofty emi» 
nence, at the confluence of the rivers Wear and Gaundlefs. It 
is well known to be the palace of the Bifhop of Durham; an 
areeable refidence in a pleafant part of the country. If the 
Javt- mentioned caftle is deemed too much confined and folitary, 
this appears to be fufficiently open and expofed. 

‘ Auckland, we are told, was anciently a manor-houfe of 
the Bifhops of Durham, and, according to Leland’s Hiftory, 
firft gained the denomination of a caftle in the time of Bifhop 
Anthony Beck; but the name of the original founder is not 
known, or when it firft became the poffeffion of the Bifhops of 
Durham. No part of the ancient edifice remains, Bifhop 
Coufins having fuch an abhorrence of the memory of Sir Arthur 
Hezelrige, who had poffeffed himfelf of the place, and made 
it his chief refidence, that as being the houfe of fanaticifm and 
iniquity, he rafed it to its very foundation, and erected a new 
palace after his own plan.’—If it was defigned to honour the 
memory of Bifhop Coufins, this laft anecdote might have been 
fpared, as it difcovers a degree of prejudice, and party-attache 
ment, highly unfuitable to the character of a man of fenie, learns 
ing, and Chriftian piety. : 

The print with which the defcription is accompanied is pleaf- 
ing, but it wears fo much foliage that the caftle, which we fup- 
poie intended for the principal object, is almoft concealed from 
the view. 

The portraits of the celebrated Mary, Queen of Scots, are 
not very rare. We meet with a print in this volume * engraved 
from a drawing taken from an original picture now in the 
church of St. Andrew in the city of Antwerp. It is commu- 
nicated by Mr. Bulman, who, a few years ago, received the 
following account of it from a Flemifh gentleman refiding at 
Antwerp. 

¢ Barbara Mowbray, and Elizabeth Curle, both ladies of the 
bed-chamber to Mary Queen of Scots, and faithful companions 
of her various fortunes, were permitted to retire hither, and to 
take the head of their miftrefs with them, which they interred 
near a pillar oppofite the chapel of the Holy Sacrament, by the 


entrance at the grand door of the church of St, Andrew, ‘the 
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{pot they had chofen for their own fepulture. On the ‘pillar 
they placed the portrait of the Queen ;— it is in an oval frame, 
and is about twenty inches high, well executed, the face ex- 
tremely beautiful, and much differing from any other I have 
feen; her hair is reprefented as bright flaxen. It is faid this por- 
trait was painted in France foon after fhe firft became a widow. 
Under it, on atablet of black marble, is an infcription in let- 
ters of gold.’ ) : 

The ftory of the head is no doubt fabulous, and nothing of 
that kind appears in the infcription; but Mr. Bulman informs 
| us that Mr. Aftle gave him the fight of an original letter con- 
| taining an account of the jewels, plate, &c. of Mary, Queen 
of Scots; by which it appears that Elizabeth Curle had in her 
cuftody, befide other valuable effects, a book of gold, enamel- 
led, containing the pictures of the Queen, her hufband, and 
fon. ‘* Poffibly,’ it is added, * the original from whence that 
on the monument was taken.’ thi. 

Many are the Articles in thefe volumes which we have not 
enumerated: fome are as follow,—An account of the life of 
Abraham Cowley, with a good print engraved from a pifture 

| painted by Mrs. Mary Beale: An ancient French poem faid to 

be written in the reign of Edward the Third, and preferved in 

the ifland of Guernfey: An account of money rectived and ex- 

pended for rebuilding of St. Paul’s church: The fiege of Kar- 
laverock in Scotland, an ancient heraldic poem, in antiquated 
French, with a tranflation into Englifh ; it is very long, and 
forms feveral Articles ; it enumerates the Barons, Knights, &c. 

who attended King Edward the Firft to the fiege abovemen- 

tioned : Welch regulations concerning cats : Rules obferved by 

| ancient fculptors in ornamenting fepulchral monuments : The 
charter of Withred, King of Kent, whereby he gave lands to 
the church of Liming in that county: Life of Thomas Hat. 
field, Bifhop of Durham: The ftatutes of Eltham, made by 
Henry VIII. for the government of his privy chamber: Alfo 
of Edward VI. and Queen Mary; together with the oath ad- 
miniftred by Drue Drurye, Gent. Ufher to the privy chamber 
of Queen Elizabeth: A tranfcript from the records of the exe 
pences of William Myngham, the firft Mayor of Rochefter, 
for fuppers, dinners, &c. in the year 1460, when the citizens 
obtained a charter of Edward VI. empowering them to havea 
mayor inftead of a bailiff: A fabulous or legendary account of 
Ireland contained in the Speculum Regale, a book fuppofed to 
have been written about the middle of the twelfth century, by 
a minifter to one of the early kings of Norway, for the ufe of 
his fon: Appointment for the coronation of King Richard III. 
and Queen Ann his wife: Account of an illuminated manu- 
{cript written before the fuppreffton of the monafteries, and dif- 
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covered in 1776 by a farmer’s fervant who was removing fome 
ftraw at Burnham Abbey, Bucks, now in the poffeffion of Mr. 
Jofeph Trone of Maidenhead. 

Befide the above, there are many other Articles, fome of. 
them more, fome lefs curious, which we cannot particularly 
enumerate, but our Readers may form fome judgment from what 
we have mentioned. We fhall add an account of the prints in 
the fecond volume, which have not yet been particularized. 

The bridge at Shrewfbury; Font of Alphington church, De- 
vonfhire; St. George’s gate, Canterbury; Tomb of Jenkyn 
Wyrrall in the church-yard of Newland, Gloucefterfhire; Har- 
row on the Hill; Bar Gate, Southampton ; Stanwick in York- 
fhire, the feat of Earl Percy ; New Bridge at Edinburgh, with 
part of the caftle; Monument of Sir Anthony Brown, in the 
church of Battle, Suflex; Woodftock; Dunbarton cattle; 
Rumfey church; St. Donat’s caftle, Glamorganfhire; Belvi- 
dere in Kent ; Tomb of Thomas Hatfield, Bifhop of Durham 
[ornamented, fays Mr. Pennant, with as many coats of arms as 
would ferve any German prince]; Pembroke caftle ; Tomb of 
Anaftafia Venetia, Lady Digby, which ftood in Chrift Chureh, 
London, and was deftroyed by the great fire; Sheffield place, 
Suffex ; Mannorbeer caftle, Pembrokefhire; A Figure in Trom- 
pington church; Palace of Enfield ; Little Saxham church, 
about four miles.from Bury St. Edmund’s; Hunting tower at 
Chatfworth ; The Bower of Mary Queen of Scots, Chatfworth ; 
Another view of Mannorbeer caftle; The old bell called, Great , 
Tom of Weftminfter ; and fome mifcellaneous plates. 

The prints are accompanied by fome defcriptions or hiftori- 
cal details, though not always fo full and accurate as might be 
wifhed :—but the volumes, on the whole, will afford the reader 
confiderable entertainment and inftruétion. 

This publication is ftill continued, periodically; and we ap- 
prehend, from the advertifements, that another volume is nearly 


completed. H 
® 


Art. V. A Complete Hifory of all the religious Houfes in the Counties. 
of Devon and Cornwall, before the Diffolution. Extra&ted from the 
moft authentic and original Records now extant. By the Rev. 
William Jones, A.B. Small 8vo. 28. 6d. Smerdon and Un- 
derhill. 











HIS performance contains a dry, and, in general, a moft 
infignificant detail of the names, but fcarcely any thing 

of the hiftory, of the founders of abbies and priories in Devon. 
and Cornwall. But perhaps the indefatigable affiduity of a 
Dugdale and a Tanner could refcue nothing more from oblivion 


than their bare names ;—with a few items of the fame ‘* poor 
and 
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and beggarly account” as thofe which principally figure in the 
annals of the faints. | 
Mr. Jones calls this performance a ‘ Complete Hiftory,’ &c. ‘ 
We know not what ideas this Gentleman may entertain of a 
Hiftory. In our view it fcarcely bears one feature of it—ex- i 
cept in the enumeration of dates, and fuch circumftances. Had 
he called it an Index, we fhould have commended his modefty : 
and had he offered his performance to the Public for fix-pence, . 
inftead of half a crown, we fhould not have charged him with 
impofition. 
All that looks like Hiftory in this work is the very edifying 
account which is now and then given of the motives which in- 
duced fome godly men to ere€t and endow thofe venerable re- 
ceptacies for holy indolence. Thus, for inftance, ‘ the picus 
founder of the abbey of Taviftock was induced to perform 
this extraordinary act of devotion, by a vifion which appeared | 
, to him, dire&ting him to a fpot marked out by four twits, on 
which he fhould build an abbey; and at the fame time afluring . 
him, that this inftance of his obedience to the Divine Come Ny 
mands would be a fufficient expiation for all his fins.” This te 
was worth recording as an hiftorical circumftance of fingular 
moment at: this time of day, when we need fomething out of 
the common track to engage our great ones even to go toa 
church. What vifions and revelations then would be neceflary 
to incline their hearts to build one ! 
The priory of St. James, without the walls of Exon, was 
founded, we are informed, by Baldwin, Earl of Devonfhire, in 
the year 1157; which priory he very. liberally endowed ‘ for 
the benefit of his own foul, and the foul of Adeliza Fis wife ; 
the fouls alfo of his fons and daughters and his friends ; and for 
the foul of Henry I.’ Thus alfo * Judael of Totnefs gave to 
the priory of Barnftaple for the health of his own foul, and 
the fouls of his father and his mother, and all his relations and | 
friends, two parcels of land called Pilton and Pilland; together | ¥ 
with the mill of Barnftaple, and the exclufive right of grind- 2 
ing.’ —But the jolly Monks of Barnftaple, notwithftanding fo . 
much grift was brought to their mill, wanted to fee their cup 
overflow, and their table fpread with dainties ; and Judael, who 
had been taught that the pampering their bodies would be the 
faving of his foul, ¢ annexed the church of St. Peter, and the 
chapel of St. Salvius, and whatever to them belonged, to the 
priory: and moreover he granted them a fifth of the tythe of 
Fremington, and the whole tythe of fifp.—And now the Holy \ 
Fathers might faft to fome good account ! © 
The Editor of this little manual of monkifh antiquity informs i 
us, that he was encouraged by his friends to make it public, ¢ as 
it might anfwer fome good and valuable purpofes.’? Thefe good | 
and 
| 
' 
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and valuable purpofes are comprifed under two heads; the fir 
(which we prefume is the good purpole) refpects the gratifica- 
tion of the curious antiquary, and particularly of perfons who 
live near the fcite of thofe old religious houfes. The fecond 
(which muft, doubtlefs, be the valuable purpofe) refers to the 
ancient privileges and immunities of thofe houfes, which were 
afterwards transferred to lay-patentees (fuch as the abbey of 
Taviftoke to the Earl of Bedford) by virtue of the ftatutes of 
the 27th and a1ft of Hen. VIII. at the diffolution of the mo- 
nafteries, and the alienation of the Jands that, by various royal 
grants, and other free devifees, had been annexed to them. 

But we beg leave to obferve to Mr. Jones, that time, more 
than royal. prerogative, is the criterion of right of pofleffion, 
and the beft fecurity, under the prefent conititution, to the 
inheritors of the abbey lands. If the conftitution fhould be 
changed, and Popery fhould fo far gain on the indulgence which 
hath been lately fhewn to it, through the fingular-lenity of our 
wife and gracious rulers, as to recover its former eftablifhment— 
(and ftranger revolutions have been effected by folly in league 
with wickedne(s) — it will be in vain for the poffefiors of the 
lands of the Church to urge their claims from time or preroga- 
tive. Nothing in the opinion of the Romifh Church can fanc- 
tify facrilege ! Aflaffinations, confpiracies, viclations of trea-~ 
ties are, in comparifon with church-robbery, venial crimes. 
Touch her intereft in this tender point, and fhe would efteem 
even forgivenefs a fin. She will cry aloud and fpare not. The 
enormous rent-roll—the records of her former pofleffions i 
England, will be drawn from the archives of the college of 
Doway s and ** the mother of harlots”—even the ** {carlet 
whore, who rideth upon the beaft with feven heads and ten 
horns,” will, by the laws of her own chancery, enter on the | 

_ premifes, nor will fhe quit them ‘¢ ull ihe is paid the utter- 
moft farthing.” 

We cannot conclude this Articie without remarking that the : 
Editor, whether from great modefty or great ignorance we pre | 
tend not todetermine, hath tranicribed the orthographical errors | 
of the various authors from whom he profetieth to have taken 
his accounts. He may plead the ancient method of fpelling the 
names of perfons and places. But, as his Complete Hiftory is | 
defigned for the moderns, he fhould have adopted their mode 
of orthography to render it intelligible. Who, unverfed in the | 
topographical antiquities of Devon and Cornwall, would have 
readily difcovered that Dunheved means Launcefton, the county 
town of Cornwall ; Hertitone, Harton, near Hartland-point i in 
Devonhhire ; Kadele, Cadley ; Boddele, Budleigh; Lowpitte, 
Luppit; Rughburgh, Roborough? ‘Thus alfo by a fcrupulous 
adherence to his old accounts, of which he gives no fort of ex- 

planation, 












































Letters fuppofed to have bee written by Yorick and Eliza, 28q 


planation, and which are frequently too obfcure to explain 
themfelves, he introduceth obfolete ]aw-terms of Saxoh original ; 
fuch as Sacc-toll and Theam, Infanginthef and Utfangenthef. 
As to the fituation of the abbies; &c. a common reader is fre- 
guently left in the dark: for unlefs they take their denomina- 
tion from the names of diftinguifhed places, fuch as Totnefs, 
Barnftaple, Taviftock, &c. he would in vain confult this Com- 
plete Hiftory for the fituation of many others that are denomi- 
nated from obfcure villages. Hundrecs, even in Devonfhire, 
are totally ignorant whether the abbies of Ford, Newnham, 
Dunkefwell, Buckfaft or Bockland, lie in the northern or 
fouthern, the eaftern or weftern part of the county: and the 
Rev. Mr. Jones’s ‘* Extraéts from the moft original and au-: 
thentic Records” will give them no fort of information. B 
‘* eK 





Art. VI. Letters fuppofed to have been written by Yorick and Eliza: 
2 Vols. s2mo. 6s. bound. Bew. 1779. 

FX HE Editor of thefe Letters informs us that the Author 

fl wrote them merely for the amufement of bimfelf and a few 
friends: but as a copy of them had got abroad, he was appre- 
henfive they might be publifhed as the genuine Letters of the 
late ingenious and celebrated Mr. Sterne; for a trick of that 
kind had, we are informed, been very fuccefsfully played off 
before with a few of the Author’s letters ; and, while his con- 
{cience fhuddered at the impofition, his vanity, we doubt not, 
was highly gratified in feeing the ingenious cheat fo eafily and 
unfufpectingly fwallowed. Whether the Letter-writer’s motive 
in making a difcovery of this petty fraud arofe from a {crupu- 
lous confcience, or the vanity of a felf-complacent mind, it 
would be too prefuming for ustodecide. But we cannot avoid 
afking, Whether.the Author fuppofed Mr. Sterne was injured 
or honoured by fuffering thofe fictitious letters to pafs under 
his name? If the former, it was a point of honour to undeceive 
the Public. If the latteer—Now, here, if our philofophy of the 
human heart deceives us not, the truth will come out. Authors 
have not fuch a profufion of generofity as to tear the JaurcJs from 
their own brows to place them on another’s; or if they fhould, 
it is feldom‘with a defign to let them continue there. It is 
Only done (as the Editor fays) * by way of experiment.’ It is 
only to fee how they will fuit a diftinguifhed head: and when 
they have been wore long enough to be admired, it would be 
a piece of extraordinary and almoft unheard-of felf-denial for 
the original proprietor not to claim his own. 

We will affift our Author (as his heart appears to be fo 
much fet on it) in Jetting the world know that the qth, 5th, 
6th, and fo on to the roth (inclufive) of a fmall Collection 
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of Letters, in one volume, publifhed as the late Mr. Sterne’:, 
¢ were (as the Editor affures us) the offspring of ¢hat pen 
which wrote the ccntents of the volumes’ now before us. 

We muft acknowledge that thefe little volumes bear a ftrong 
refemblance of Mr. Sterne’s epiftofary ftyle: particularly that 
which his whim or his weaknefs led him to adopt when he wrote 
his amorofo-fentimental letters to Mrs. Draper. His manner 
in thofe letters might be eaftly imitated bya man of very mode- 
fate ‘genius with a little fancy and feeling, who would find the 
fuperior excellencies of his other writings quite beyond his 
reach. In vain fhall we fearch thefe volumes for the enchant- 
ing wildnefs—the original wit and hamour—the vivid deferip- 
tions—the exquifite pathos, or the acute reflections of Triftram 

Shandy and the Sentimental Journey. The fpirit is fled :— 

‘What is left is mawkifh and infipid! The Writer of thefe Let- 
ters hath caught little of Yorick, except the whine and cant of 
—we know not what to call that fpecies of Jove with which 
he addrefled Mrs. Draper. It was in truth a fniveling paffion.; 
—— it was love ftruck with a palfy: and we never read letters 
written in this ftyle, but we recal to mind a paflage in the Apo- 
crypha coneerning ‘* the eunuch who embraceth a virgin—and 
—figheth,” &c. 

Our Letter-writer /uppafes Yorick to have written to Eliza the 
following tender.things, which we fhall tranfcribe as a fpecimen 
of his exquifite knack at fentimental imitation.—* How happy 
fhould I be, Eliza, if I weze permitted to take thee by the hand 
and lead thee through this beautiful temple [viz. York-minfter 
—the Beauty of Holinefs (as he calls it), which was preferved 
from the dehioving hand of that anti-cathedral monfler, Oliver 
Cromwell], and while you leaned upon my arm to hear you make 
your own fweet remarks upon it !—Having done this, I woula 
conduct thee to the tormb of my anceftor—and then, Eliza, to 
my own—I mean, my dear, to that fpot where I fhall defire 
fome kindred fpirit to depofit my afhes.’— Very kind. undoubt- 
edly in Yorick to explain his deep meaning, left his poor, deas 
Eliza fhould think her poor dear Yorick was dead and buried 
all the while !—* Here it is that I purpofe my marble bufto hall 
be placed as a memorial of me—with two lines telling to whom 
mt belongs, and the kind hand which performed this laft offtce of 
affection.—In this place, Eliza, we would ftand together ;—— 
and while I vaticinated my defliny, you wondd gently draw your 
arm from beneath mine—and ftealing your handkerchief from 
your pocket, would wipe away the tears which trickled down 
your cheeks : ~and when you had done it you would defire, if 
it was yous fate to furvive me, that thew mighteft add a little 
tablet of thine own to be infcribed with thy name.—And fo thow 

foalt, tay affeCtionate girl ! 





and I will give thee fome lines 
to 
































Robinfon’s Lectures on the Principles of Nonconformity, &c. 29% 


to engrave upon it, which fhall tell of thy tendernefs and my 

friendfhip. 
* Adieu! 

laughed ; 


In the beginning of this letter you muft have 
and at the clofe of it I well know that you will 
weep ; fo it is with me, and the tears are now upon my 
cheek. As I wipe them off——I pray the angel of Pity to 
ftretch forth his hand——and wipe thine away for ever.’ 

We fhall take our leave of this fictitious Yorick, after we 
have given a fpecimen of his wit.—* It is not the number of 
leaves or words which conftitute the real bulk of the volume— 
but the matter it contains: and there may be many a book 
which a man may carry in his breeches What the deuce amI 
writing ? in his waiftcoat pocket, or a lady in her work- 
bag, which when meafured by this juft rule of dimenfion, would 
be found of a larger fize than many a cumbrous folio which 
fleeps and may all fuch for ever fleep on the fhelf of 
fome college library.’ O ye fons of learned toil, on whofe 
elaborate page the midnight taper fo often wafted its glimmer- 
ing light, fee fee what ye are come to! Ye ancient and ye 
modern fages—~ ye who ftudied before ye wrote, and preferred the 
cool judgment of the head to the wild and childifh fallies of the 
heart, wipe your dim fpectacles, and behold the fate of all your 
labours ! See to what dull obicurity ye are configned. Your 
judge hath pafled your doom. ** Duft to duft:—afhes to athes :” 
—nor can a refurreétion be mow your hope. 

Hic, qui ficrepidas Gratorum ludere geftit.—— 
multum gaudere paratus 









































Si Cynico barbam petulans Nonaria vellat. - Pers. Th, . Wad 











Art. VII, 4 Plan of LeGures on the Principles of Nonconformity, for 
the Inftrudion of Catecumens, By R. Robinion. Small 8vo. is. 6d. 
_ Backland. 1778, 
T the firft rife of a fect, its grounds and principles are 
A. more carefully ftudied, and confequently better under- 
ood by its profeflors, than when it hath gained a quiet efta- 
blifhment, and is grown familiar by cuftom. When the heat 
of controverfy hath tubfided, and oppofition hath weakened it- 
felf by its own ftruggles, zeal generally gives way to indiffer- 
ence: and that which is not deemed worth contention, is fcarcely 
judged to be worthy of ftudy. 

Hence arifes. the general ignorance of the Diffenters, with 
refpect to the original grounds and reafons for nonconformity. 
They are at too great a remove from the caufe, to feel themfelves 
much interefted in the effect. They were orn to their profef- 
fion ; and on that account they paffively acquiefce in it: but 
their forefathers were born to another profefiion; and when 
they left it, they were ftimulated bya pofitive principle. . They 

U 2 became 
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became a¢tors in the great fcene of reformation. Their pafs 
fions were unkindled ; their intereft took a part in the conten- 
tion. Oppofition fet them on their guard, and their whole 
fouls were alive to the beft methods of attack and defence: but 
when nonconformity loft the allurement of novelty, it drew lefs 
attention, and became, in confequence, lefs the topic either of 
cenfure, or of vindication. 

The great zealots on both fides of the controverfy, who long 
kept up the flame of contention, being removed, the fire gra- 
dually decayed, and thofe who fuccecded were not much in- 
clined to rekindle it. Diffenters, as they mingled with the 
world, loft the edge of their forefathers’ {pirit. “Chey had not 
their feelings, and could not intereft themfelves in all their mo- 
tives. This circumftance feems to be a matter of lamentation 
with Mr, Robinfon ; and to remedy it, appears to be the grand 
deiign of his leétures. He wifhes to colleét the weak and {cat- 
tered rays of zeal,—for at prefent they are at fuch a diftance 
from the focus, that they have no power to act: they neither 
enflame nor warm ! 

The prefent publication is an analyfis of twelve lectures which 
the Author read to his catecumens, on the principles of non- 
conformity. His original defign was to trace out their nature, 
influence, and progrefs, by a deduction of arguments, and an 
invettigation of fuch facts as were judged neceflary to illuftrate 
and confirm them. He wifhes his brethren to purfue the fame 
courfe; and-asa guide to thofe who may want abilities to be- 
gin or carry on a fcheme of this fort without fome directions 
and: afiftance, ¢ he humbly prefents (he tells us). the following 
analyfis, hoping it may facilitate the diffemination of their 
own principles among the youth in their aflemblies.’ , 

As we are the avowed friends of liberty and free inquiry, we 
heartily wifh well to every {cheme that tends to enlarge their in- 
fluence, and promote their good effe&ts; but we do not think Mr. 
Robinfon’s plan, if ftrictly adhered to, the beft calculated to an- 
{wer thefe beneficial purpofes : on the contrary, we are of opi- 
nion, that it directly tends to fupport a narrow and illiberal 
fyftem both of fpeculation and conduct, —notwithftanding that 
the Author talks fo pompoufly about liberty and free inquiry, 
and declaims fo frequently, and fo fiercely, againft bigotry, in- 
tolerance, and defpotifm. “The books ‘he recommends—fo far 
as the hiftory of the Nonconformifts is concerned—are wholly 
= to one fide of the controverfy. Oldmixon is his pole- 

ar ! : 

Mr. Robinfon is a writer of fome ingenuity and acutenefs. 
We have already paid a compliment to his abilities; but, in 
juftice to our impartiality as public critics, we muft acknow- 
ledge that both his ingenuity and his acutenefs almoft fhrink into 
Labs | nothing 
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nothing when contrafted with his vanity and his zeal. -His va- 
nity makes him pert, and his zeal renders him outrageous, He 
is, in truth, the Luke Adilbourne of the Diffenters :—and, 
** Curfe ye Meroz—curfe ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof be- 
caufe they came not to the help of the Lord—sto the help of the 
Lord againft the mighty”—would have been a very proper text 
for moft of his lectures. Such writers are little calculated to 
do credit to any caufe; and leaft of all to nonconformity. They 
Jofe by their fury, what they might have fecured by their mo- 
deration ; and forfeit by petulance what might have been 
granted to modefty.—Granted ?—Why, what would Mr. Ro- 
binfon have? What can even: he wifh for, beyond what hath 
been granted ? He hath his liberty; he reads his lectures; and 
he prints them. He is indulged in the freedom of abufing the 
eftablifhed Church, and {peaking evil of its dignitaries. He 
hath the liberty of making as many converts as he can, and of 
baptizing them in his own way, and on his own terms, He 
can receive his pay, without any impoft, and he may fpend it 
in the manner which may be agreeable to his inclinations. He 
is fubjeét to no fines; or if he ever was liable to them, were 
they ever demanded? He need not fear ftar-chamber arraign- 
ments—nor five-mile acts, nor dread the malice of a fkulking 
informer. He hath then his freedom ; and he makes a very free 
ufe of it: Now what would the man have more ? — The hiftory 
of the godly friars of the laft century, is not yet forgotten; and 
we may learn by it, that ENvy is frequently the parent of zeal, 
and when it becomes united with power, it fcarce ever fails to 
produce oppreffion. 

A few extraéts from thefe Leétures—or rather this fyllabus 
of Leétures [a fketch or outline to be filled up by others ]—will 
be fufficient to juftify our reflections ; and from them the impar- 
tial reader may judge how far fuch a fpirit as the Author difco- 
vers is like to promote the caufe of liberal nonconformity—or 
(which is of higher moment) the great ends of living in fociety, 
and a true preparation for the world of eternal peace and love. 

Speaking of the public liturgy of the Church of England, he 
inftruéts his brethren to reprefent it to their catecumens, as a 
“defective book, in every point of view—that there are errors in 
it of every kind, viz. literary, philofophical, philological, and 
theological—that the very fcriptures are burlefqued by being 
turned into queftion and anfwer—that the whole is unneceflary 
and unwarrantable—and that the impofition of it is defpotical.’ 

Again he fays, ‘ the whole ritual is unordained by God— 
unprofitable in divine worfhip—expenfive—heterogeneous and 
hurtful to popular piety, by employing the little time and capa- 
cities of the common people about trifles, generally rendered 


hateful to them by the flovenly manner in which they are per- 
. U 3 | formed : 
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formed :—and were the ceremonies got decently through, they 
would be filly enough to take them for piety, which now they 
hate for its pretended garb.’ 

Mr. Robinfon’s rancour againft Bifhops appears almoft in 
every page. He exhorts thofe to whom this plan of lectures is 
adapted to reprefent ‘ prelacy as Popery reftrained by civil 
power—that nonconformity is reafon and religion—that mo- 
narchy would ftand fafer without the incumbrance of epifco- 
pacy than with it:—that the entire abolition of prelacy is to be 
effected without avy civil inconvenience, and with great advan 
tages to the nation and to religion :—that in God’s due time the 
gofpel will effe&t it—and that till then the fervants of Chrift 
muf? prophefy in fackcloth—and that they who do fo, merit the 
higheft efteem here, and will fhine with peculiar glory hereafter.” 
Is not this fomething like a revival of the old cant ?— But 
though we are not ftaunch for epifcopacy, we hope never to 
fee the old game played over again. We would rather fee pro- 
phet Robinfon in fackcloth and afhes; and all the drethren and 
fifters of the affectation throwing duft on their heads, and figh- 
ing and groaning for ** Babylon the great—the mother of hare 
lots, and the abomination of the earth.” 

In apologizing for his * brethren the Quakers,’ Mr. Robin- 
fon delivers his principles on the doétrine of tythes.—‘ The 
Quakers (fays he) feem to confider eftablifhed priefts as priva- 
teers, and their Church as a kind of letter of marque veflel, al- 
lowed by authority indeed to plunder a fuppofed enemy, and 
to make reprifals: but having no equitable conftitutional claim 
on their property. The notion is certainly right.2 Thus he 
gives his probatum to the principle: but evades the force of it 
by flying to the refuge of prudence. * Perhaps (fays he) it is 
not prudent to ac on it.’—Here the Quaker is more confiftent 
than the Independent ; but the Independent is more politic than 
the Quaker: for, balancing the account between compliance 
and refiftance, he finds that the gain turns on the fide of the 
former, and that all that can be got by the'latter, is the empty 
fatisfation of having acted on principle.—This is to be * wife 
in his generation.’ 

Mr. Robinfon is very fond of metaphors, allegories, and 
other figures of fpeech. A fimple Quaker would never have 
thought of calling the clergy * privateers,’—and the Church of 
England ¢ a letter of marque vefiel,’ if he had not been helped 
to thefe polite expreffions by the abundant wit and ingenuity of 
Mr. Robinfon.—Speaking of Prefbyterianifm as a leffer kind of 
relivious tyranny, he hath this moftdele€table comparifon : * It’ 
differs from Popery only as a kept miftrefs differs from a ftreet- 
walking proftitute ; or as a mufket differs from a cannon.’— 
Baptift-independency is, we prefurie, the true and legitimate 

bride ! 
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bride! But though fhe may not be able to manage a cannon, or 
fhoulder a mufquet, yet we would not truft her, for all her 
meeknefs, with a piftol in her hand:—for (to ufe another of 
Mr. Robinfon’s polite and pious metaphors, page 31) this 
good wife might, in a fit of paffion, * play the devil’ with us! 
But amidft the redundancy of Mr. Robinfon’s figures of 
{peech, we moft heartily approve of one towards the conclufion 
of his book, in which he fo truly fketches his own figure, that 
we Cannot avoid prefenting it to our Readers.x—After an hum- 
ble confefiion of his freedom, and afking forgivenefs for the 
fame, he frankly acknowledges, that he is ¢ only an inconfider- 


able errand-goer in the Church of God.’— Dixit. B ? 





Art. VIII. Remarks on Mr. Robinfon's Plan of Le@ures ow the Prin- 
ciples of Nonconformity, By Candidus. Printed for the Author, 
and fold by H. Trapp, and at the Printing-Office, Fair Street, 


Horfly-down. 8vo. 6d. 1779. 

HIS pamphlet will go but a little way in eftablifhing the 

. . Author’s claim to the title of a candid man. He hath all 
the bigotry of Mr. Robinfon, without one grain of his wit and 
vivacity. "Tis the mere caput mortuum of flow and folemn 
zeal ! His preface is a formal fhew of profound ratiocination: in 
which he takes up two pages toexprefs what any man of aclear 
underftanding might have explained in two fhort fentences. 
In feveral places the Writer perverts or mifapprehends Mr. Ro- 
binfon’s meaning. He carps at trifles—mutilates paflages— 
fets up a man of ftraw—knocks him down—re-flays the flain, 
and vaunts in his imagined prowefs. In the delineation which 
he hath given of the diflenting mode of worfhip, he difcovers 
an eager defire to find fault, but unluckily he miftakes his ob- 
jet, and betrays his ignorance. Hear this folemn Querift: 
* Can the moft zealous advocate for nonconformity aflign any 
juft reafon why the Bible is not read amongft them? Are thefe 
the people who are for free inquiry, that omit communicating the 
only true fountain of knowledge itfelf, otherwife than by 
preaching? The liturgy, human as it may be, abounds with 
many portions of fcripture: fo far divine.’ [There’s reafoning 
for ye. Who dare difpute this irrefragable conclufion?] * Thus 
until the Nonconformifts can furmount this charge of omi/fion, 
they difpute againft epifcopacy to little purpofe. Sayiug the 
Lord’s Prayer is alfo generally omitted by them, though ex- 
prefsly commanded by our Lord and Saviour, ‘The reading of 
the law is alfo totally negleéted, as though they had never heard 
of it. Thefe are the friends of free inquiry! ** By the law 
(fays St. Paul) is the knowledge of fin.” But here the law is 
not fo much as heard—unlefs occafionally adverted to in the 


fermon. Thefe are the perfons who profefs to take the fcrip- 
U4 tures 
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) 
tures for the rule of their faith and practice, and yet introduce 
little or none of it in their worfhip. Until Mr. Robinfon can 
vindicate fuch capital omiffions, he need not even attempt to vin- 
dicate nonconformity, fince it is evident they. do not in this re- 
{pect conform to the commands of reafon.’ 

To balance the prefent Writer’s fagacity with his candour, 
we fhall tranfcribe one fhort paflage, and then take our leave 
of this poor controverfy. He apprehends that Mr. Robinfon 
¢ is rather deceived when he fays that churchmen are for claim- 
ing the excellencies of other communities; whereas (fays he) 


PE ols ; ; 
J am inclined to believe they fearce fee any excellency in them.’ 


We J@kke it to others to decide on the truth of this honeft ac-. 


knowledgment. 

As for the reft of this pamphlet, we can only fay, in the 
Remarker’s own figurative language (for he, like Mr. Robin- 
fon, cuts a figure now and then), that * the channels of his de- 
clamatery conveyance are dreadfully clogged with the mud of 


boi? 
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Art 1X. Six eld Plays, on which Shakefpeare founded his Mea- 
fure for Meafure. Comedy of Errors. Taming the Shrew. King 
John. K. Henry IV. and K. Henry V. King Lear. 8vo. 2 Vols. 
os. fewed. Leacroft, &c. 1779. 

ROM the dunghill of Ennius, Virgil is faid‘to have col- 

lected gold. We have now before us-a much meaner 
dunghill, from which that great chemift Shakefpeare contrived 
to extract fomething more precious: ‘The perufal of thefe old 
plays will rather ferve to raife than depreciate his genius in the 
eftrmation of the reader, and will fhew that the delicacy of his 
tafie, and foundnefs of his judgment, were almoft as remark- 
able as the richnefs of his fancy. “That he could prefent the 
world with fuch copies of Lear and Henry the Fifth, having 
before him fuch originals, is the f{trongeft evidence of his pof- 
felling the poct’s frenzy-rolling eye, as well as his imagination 

: body forth things unfubftantial, and his pen to give them 

ihane,. 

The following extra& is part of a fcene of ‘ the Hiftory of 
hing Lear and his Three Daughters :” 


Cordella. Ah, good old father, tell to me thy griefe, 
Ile forrow with thee, if not adde reliefe. 
Leir, Ab, good young daughter, I may call thee fo; 
For thou art like a daughter I did owe. 
Cor. Do you not owe her ftill? what, is the dead? 
Leir. No, God forbid: but all my intereit’s gone, 
By thewing my felfe too much unnatural: 
So have I loft the title of a father, 
And may be call’d a ftranger to her rather. 
5 Cor. 
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Cor. Your title’s ood ftill: for tis alwayes knowne, 

A man may dos him lif with his owne. 

But have you but one daughter then in all? - 
Leir, Yes, | have more by two, then would | had. 
Cor. O, fay not fo, but rather fee the end ; 

They that are bad, may have the grace to mend: 

But how have they offended you fo much ? 

Leir. If from the’ firtt 1 fhould relate the caufe, 

*Twould make a heart of adamant to weepe ; Fe 

And thou, poore foule, kind-hearted as thou art, : 

Doft weepe already, ere I do begin, y 
Cor, For Gods love teil it; and when you have done, 

Ile tell the reafon why I weepe fo foone. 

Leir. Then know this firlt, IT am a Brittaine borne, 

And had three daughters by one loving wife: : 

And though I fay it, of beauty they were {ped ; 

Efpecially the youngeft of the three, 

For her perfe&tions hardly macht could be: 

On thefe I doted with a jelous love, 

And thought to try which of them lov'd me be#, 

4 By afking them, which would do moft for me? 
‘The firit and fecond flattred me with words, 
And vowd they lov’d me better then their lives: : 
The youngett faid, the loved me as a child . i 2 
Might do: her anfwere I elleem’d mot vild, i 
And prefently in an outragious mood, |. 3 
I turnd her from me to go finke or fwim : 
And all I had, even to the very clothes, 
J] gave in dowry with the other two: 
Aad fhe that beft deferv’d the greateft fhare, 

; I gave ber nothing, but difgrace and care. 

| Now mark the fequel: when I had done thus, 

| ] fojournd in my eldeft daughters houfe, 
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Where for a time I was intreated well, 
And fiv’d in ftate fufficing my content: 
But every day her kindneffe did grow cold, 
Which I with patience put up well ynough, ; 
And feemed not to fee the things I faw: 
But at the laft the grew fo far incenft 

With moody fury, and with caufleffe hate, 

That in mof vild and contumelious termes, 

She bade me pack, and harbour fomewhere elfe. 

Then was I faine for refuge to repaire \ 
Unto my other daughter for reliefe ; 

Who gave me pleafing and moft courteous words ; 

But in her actions fhewed her felfe fo fore, 
As never any daughter did before : 
She prayd me in a morning out betime, 

To go to a thicket two miles from the court, 
Pointing that there fhe would come talke with me: 
There fhe had fet a fhag haird murdring wretch, 
To maffacre my honeft friend and me. 


Then 
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Then judge your felfe, although my tale be briefe, 
If ever man had greater caufe of griefe. 
King. ‘Nor never like impicty was done, 
Since the creation of the world begun. | 
Leir, And nowI am conftraind to feeke reliefe 
Of her, to whom | have bin fo unkind; 
Whofe cenfure, if 1t do award me death, 
I mutt confeffe fhe payes me but my due: 
But if fhe fhew a loving daughters part, 
It comes of God and her, not my defert. 
Cor. No doubt fhe will, I dare be {worne fhe wiil. 
Leir. How know you that, not knowing what the is? 
Cor. Myfelfe a father have a great way hence, 
Ufde me as ill as ever you did her ; 
Yet, that his reverend age I once might fee, 
Ide creepe along, to meet him on my knee. 
Leir. O, no mens children are unkind but mine. 
Cor. Condemne not all, becaufe of others crime: 
But looke, deare father, looke, behold and fee 











Thy loving daughter fpeaketh unto thee. [She kneels. 
Leir. O, ftand thou up, it is my part to kneele, 

And afke forgiveneffe for my former faults. [ He kneels, 
Cor. O, if you with Ithould injoy my breath, 

Deare father rife, or | receive my death. [He rifeth. 
Leir, Then I will rife, to fatisfy your mind, 

But kneele againe, til pardon be refignd. [ He kneels. 


Cor. I pardon you: the word befeemes not me: 
But I do fay fo,. for to eafe your knee ; 
You gave me life, you were the caufe that I 
Am whatlam, who elfe had never bin, 
Leir. But you gave life to me and to my friend, 
Whofe dayes had elfe had an untimely end. 
Cor. You brought me up, when as | was but young, 
And far unable for to helpe myfelfe. 
Leir. Icaft thee forth, when as thou waft but young, 
And far unable for to helpe thyfelfe. 
Cor. God, world, and nature, fay I do you wrong, 
That can indure to fee you kneele fo long. 
King. Let me breake of this loving controverfy, 
Which doth rejoice my very foule to fee. 
Good father, rife, fhe is your loving daughter, [He rifetd. 
‘ ; And honours you with as refpective duty, 
As if you were the monarch of the world. | 
Cor, But I will never rife from off my knee, [She kneels. 
Until | have your bleffing, and your pardon | 
Of all my faults committed any way, 
From my firft birth unto this prefent day. 
Leir, The bleffing, which the God of Jérabam gave 
Unto the tribe of Fuda, light on thee, 
And multiply thy dayes, that thou mayft fee 
Thy childrens children profper after thee. 
Thy faults, which are juft none that I do know, | 
‘ God pardon on high, and I forgive below. [She rifeth. | 


Cor 
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Cor. Now is my heart at quiet, and doth leape 
Within my breft, for joy of this good hap: 
And now (deare father) welcome to our court, 
And welcome (kind Perii/lus) unto me, 
Mirrour of vertue and true honefly. | 
Leir. O, he hath bin the kindeft friend to me, 
That ever man had in adverfity. 
Perillus, My toung doth faile, to fay what heart doth think, 
I am fo ravifht with exceeding joy. 
King. All you have fpoke: now let me fpeak my mind, 
And in few words much matter here conclude: [He dmeels. 
If ere my heart do harbour any joy, 
Or true content repofe within my breft, 
Till I have rooted out this viperous fect, 
And repoffeft my father of his crowne, 
Let me be counted for the perjurdit man, 


That ever fpake word fince the world began, [Rifes. 
Mumford. Let me pray too, that never pray’d before ; 


[Mumford dncels. 
If ere I refalute the Britif earth, | 


(As (ere’t be long) 1 do prefume I fhall) 
And do returne from thence without my wench, 


Let me be gelded for my recompence. * [Rifes. 
King. Come, let’s to armes for to redrefle this wrong : 
Till | am there, me thinks the time feemes long. [ Exeunt. 


Such were the fparks, fuch the fuel, that ferved to light up 
and feed the genius of Shakefpeare; and if his originality is 
queftionable on that ground, let every poet content himfelf 
with the name of imitator ! Cc, 
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FOREIGN LITERATURE, 
(By our CoRRESPONDENTS.) 


GERMANY and the NORTH. 


ArT. I, 

E LOGE de Mylord Marechal, &c. par Mr. D** *,— 

i. e. The Eulogy of Lord Marfhal. By M. D’A.empert, 
12mo. Berlin. 1779.—The nobleman celebrated in this 
piece, is reprefented in the moft advantageous colours,—as a man 
of fuch primitive integrity and ancient purity of manners, as 
the moft illuftrious ages of Roman virtue would have beheld 
with envy,—as a true philofopher, who poflefled, without 
oftentation, that wifdom, which fo many affect, and of which 
they make only an empty fhew—as one, whale knowledge was 
accompanied with modefty, whofe uncommon elevation of 
mind was adorned with the moft amiable fimplicity,—and whofe 
feverity toward himfelf afforded a ftriking contraft to his in- 
dulgence of all the reft of mankind.—As to the fa€ts contained 
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in this eulogy, M. D’ALEMBERT pretends to have had them 
from Lord Marfhal himfelf, or from thofe who lived with him 
in the clofeft intimacy: and we believe they are lefs embellifhed 
than the moral portrait. 

From thefe facts we learn, that Georce KEITH, hereditary 
Marfhal of Scotland, was of noble birth; that he was Captain 
of the Guards to Queen Anne; that he ferved in the fucceffion 
war under the Duke of Marlborough ; that he remained firm in 
his attachment to the houfe of Stuart, and offered, after the 
Queen’s death, to proclaim the Pretender, at the head of the 
Guards, in the ftreets of London; and that in 1715, he 
fomented the rebellion in Scotland,—for which he was con- 
demned capitally by:the Britifh parliament, and deprived of all 
his pofleffions, and titles, except that of Marfhal of Scotland. 

After having wandered from place to place in order to revive 
the dying flame of ‘facobitifm; for (fays our Author in the fame 
breath) be was (rifum teneatis! don’t laugh, gentlemen!) a 
zealous lover of liberty, he went into the fervice of Spain with 
the Scotch officers, who had been the companions of his mis= 
fortune :—a {lrange retreat fora lover of liberty! He refufed the 
rank of a Lieutenant General, that was offered to him, until 
his fervices might prove his capacity and merit; and ftruck with 
aftonifhment the ambitious Albcroni, by this inftance of his 
modefty.x—The orator regales us with feveral well turned 
fentences, and digreflive remarks, to make us imagine, that this 
part of Lord Marfhal’s life was filled up with fomething ;—but 
aH we learn from his recital is, that his hero went to Avignon, 
which place he liked very well, though he was a proteftant,— 
from thence he travelled to Rome, where he received from the 
Pretender the order of the Gattet, which be. could orly wear 
at that mock court,—and that he returned to Spain, where he 

yas fond both of the climate and the people. 

in 4733, he appeared, but without any diftin@ion, in the 
war that broke out between Spain and the Emperor; and in 
4745, having defired to follow the Pretender’s fon into Scotland, 
he received information, that his fidelity was reprefented to that 
Prince as dubious, upon which he abandoned his.defign. About 
this time, ‘alfo, he Jeft the fervice of Spain, where he had. 
done little, fettled at Venice, where he did ftill lefs, and lived. 
in a ftate of mediocrity and obfcurity, bordering upon indi- 
gence.—As yet we fee no great exploits: but let us proceed. 

“When his brother, General Keith, who was quite another 
kind of man, left the Ruffian fervice, and entered into that of 
the King of Pruiiia, he perfuaded Lord Martha! to fettle at 
Berlin. Here his fimplicity and probity made a fingular im- 
preffion on the King, who {ent him as his Envoy Extraordi- 
nary to Paris. . He liked Paris better than the part he was fo ack, 

| there, 
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there, alleging, that the funtions of a public minifter required 
a degree of art and political dexterity, which he neither had, 
nor defired to have. And, indeed, it is amazing, ‘that: the 
Pruffian monarch, who knows men fo well, fhould fend .fuch 
a negociator to Paris at a time, when the court of France 
was forming, with that of Vienna the alliance, that changed the 
political fyitem of Germany. _In 1750, our hero was tent by 
the King, his friend and mafter,.into Spain, to carry-on a 
negociation which was defizned to reflore peace to Europes but 
he failed in the attempt, and thus took a total difyuft. at the 
character of an ambaflador. ) 

The King of Pruffia, during his alliance with England in 
the laft war, obtained from George II. the reftoration of Lord 
Marfhal to thofe honours and eftates which had been forfeited 
by rebellion. Having thus recovered an eftate of 1500 pounds 
a year, and met with a cordial and friendly reception among his 
countrymen, he laid down the government of Neufchatel, 
which the King of Pruffia had given him (and which, fay we, 
he did not adminifter with dexterity or fuccefs), in order to pafs 
the remainder of his days in Scotland. Finding, however, 
that climate too keen for his ‘health, he returned to his Royal 
Patron. <A houfe was built for him in the fuburbs of Potfdam, 
which furnifhed a convenient paflage into the apartments of 
the King, with whom he lived on the eafiett and moft agreeable 
footing of intimacy and friendfhip, M. D’ALemserr tells usy 
that the departure of the Pruffian monarch from Potfdam for 
Bohemia, when the war occafioned by the fucceffion of Bavaria 
was breaking out, fhortened the days of the tender-hearted 
Scottifh peer; though wé think the age of ninety-three was 
fufficiently adapted to produce that effect. He died on the 234 
of May 1778,—and of his numerous /fayings and fentences, 
quoted in this eulogy (which really have no merit, but as ex- 
prefions of trite good fenfe, and humane feelings, and which 
might have been related as {pecimens of moral charaéter, but 
ought not to have been printed in Italics, as if they were eithes 
witty or fententious), we fhall only mention his converfation with 
Mr. Elliot, his Britannic Majefty’s Envoy at Berlin, two days 
before his death. ‘* J have fent for you, Sir, {aid he, with his 
ufual gaiety, becaufe f think it pleafant enough, that the minifter 
of King George fhould receive the laft breath of an old ‘facobite. 
Befides, you may, perhaps, have fome commuiffions to give me for 
Lord Chatham, and as I lay my account for feeing him to-morrow, 
or the day after, I will carry your difpatches with pleafure.”— 
This is fomething like David Hume’s dialogue with Charon. 

It is impoffible to read the piece before us without afking a 
plain queftion: What title had Lord Marfhal to be celebrated by 
an eulogy—and a eulogy compofed by M. —e 

he 
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Fhe Scottith peer, though -he had ferved in fome wars, ema 
baffies, and places of authority, was neither an officer, nor a 
politician, nor a man of capacity, or genius, in any line whate 
ever. He was obfcure in the field of battle, he blundered in 
his miffion into France, he was difconcerted in his government 
of Neufchatel, by the theological duft which was raifed there 
by fome orthodox divines: in fhort, the man had nothing to 
raife him above the multitude, but his birth, his good nature, 
his fimplicity of manners, and the friendfhip of the King of 
Pruffia. Georce KeirH was indeed, upon the whole, a 
very good fort of a man, as the faying is; but if every good fort 
of a man is to have an eulogy, the value of this literary honour 
will fall a hundred per-cent. 

But this is not all: We are forry to fay it,—but we appre- 
hend, that from M. D’ALEMBERT’s account of this honeft 
nobleman, fome flagrant proofs, if not of his imbecillity, at 
leaft of his ftrange inconfiftency, may be very eafily deduced. 
The academician tells us, that Lord Marfhal wrote on the 
greateft part of the books which he poflefled in his youth, 
thefe patriotic words: Manus hac inimica tyrannis, i. e. This 
band averfe to tyrants, Fc. and that when any inftance of in- 
juftice or oppreffion was mentioned, his natural clemency and 
a gave way,—he took fire, and breathed vengeance 
againft the oppreflor.—And yet this patriot relinquifhed his for- 
tune, his honours, his hopes, and his country, from an ardent 
attachment to the houfe of Stuart, and more efpecially to the 
tyrant James I]. whom Mr. D’ALemBeErt, himfelf, calls a 
jefuitical and perfecuting prince. 

Some have alleged, that M. D’ALEMBERT compofed the 
eulogy of Lord Marfhal, in order to have an occafion of throw- | 
ing dirt upon the afhes of poor J. J. Rousseau, who was 
intimately connected with the Scottifh nobleman, and (as our 
Author fays) received various marks of his liberality with in- 
gratitude.—Thhis feems to favour the opinion which fome have 
entertained, of what may have contributed to the compofition 
of this eulogy. It is now become a cuftom among the Ency- 
epeafits and their fatellites, to fall foul on the memory of 
Roufleau, with a view, perhaps, to prejudice the public againft 
his Afemoirs, in which their corrupt cabals, as a literary, po- 
litical, and irreligious faction, are (as we are well informed) 
expofed in ftrong and glaring colours. 

Be the motive of M, D AtEmeert what it will, the facts 
he relates tothe difadvantage of Roufféau, and which he pre- 
tends to have had from authentic papers, which he does not 
produce, are proved, demonttrably, to be falfe and groundlefs, 
(in a pamphlet jult publifhed) by authentic papers,—even the 
letters of Lord Marfhal and M. Roufleau, relative tv the object 

which 
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which gave rife to M. D’ALEemsert’s accufation*, The 
accufation, in fubftance, as it lies in the eulogy before us, is, t 
that Rouffeau, in a low, cunning, and-indireét manner, begged ¢ 
| from the Scottifh peer a penfion for his wife,—and afterwards 
| quarrelled with his benefactor; whereas the letters above 
mentioned (which are ftill in the hands of M. du Peyrou, a { 
worthy and refpectable citizen of Neufchatel) clearly prove, 
that it was from Lord Marfhal that the firft propofal of a 
penfion came,—that he offered to the philofopher of Geneva an ; 
annuity of fifty pounds,—that the latter, after repeated folici- } 
tations, made by his noble friend with the warmeft zeal, ace 
cepted of thirty, of which twenty was to be transferred to his 
wife, if he died before her. Thefe letters prove farther, that 
the friendfhip which fubfifted between Lord Marfhal and M. 
Roufleau was never fufpended; and it is impoffible to read 
| them, without entertaining a very unfavourable idea of this 
part of M. D’ALemMBeErT’s eulogy. 
| II. M. Denis Auffehers der Garell. Biblioth. Se. i. e. An Ine 

troduétion to the Knowledge of Books, by M. Denis, Profeffor of 

Belles Lettres, and Keeper of the Imperial Library in the Therefian 
| College at Vienna, Sc. Vienna. 4to. 1778.—Though this 

work appeared, for the firft time, two years ago, yet as it is a 

real treafure of literary hiftory and bibliography, if we may ufe 

that expreffion, and is but little known out. of Germany, a. 

fhort’ account of it will, no doubt, be acceptable to a confider- 
i) able number of our readers. An introduction to the knowledge 

of the books which have been compofed, and the libraries that 

have been collected, in the different periods of the world, is an 
| interefting object of curiofity; and M. Dents, by his fitua- 

tion, as Profeflor in polite Literature, and Librarian of the 
| Therefian College at Vienna, and by the judicious ufe he has 

made of the great number of authors who have written concerns 

ing detached periods and branches of literature,. has been 

enabled to collect materials for a work more comprehenfive 

and complete than any thing we have hitherto feen of the kind. 

This work, which is the fubftance of a courfe of academical 

lectures, defigned to give his pupils an extenfive knowledge of 
| books, or rather of book-writing, and to affift them in forming 








libraries, and in reading to advantage, is divided by the Author 
into two parts. The firft, which is now before us, is called 


The Bibliographical part is divided into three epochas. | In the 
firft, our Author gives an account of the books relative to the 


Bibliography; the fecond, is to contain an hiftory of literature. } 
Jews, Orientals, Greeks, and Romans, fo far down as the 
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eftablifhment of Chriftianity. He treats alfo, in this firft 


epocha, of the origin of writing,—the primitive forms of 
Jetters,—of the fubftances on which writing was performed,— 
of the inftruments employed in it,—of the form of books; and 
a fuitable degree of attention is given to the Writers. 

The fecond.epocha contains an hiftory of books, relative to 
the eaftern, the weftern, and the remote{t nations. It exhibits 
the preludes (if we may ule that expreffion) to the art of print 
ing,—its actual difcovery, according to the different accounts of 
‘Meermaniand Schoepjiin, and its progre{s and improvement during 
the fifteenth century. We here. meet aJfo with curious and 
Jearned obfervations on the ancient editions, and the ancient 
printers. : 

The third period exhibits an hiftory of the moft celebrated 
libraries in Italy, England, France, Holland, Spain, Sweden, 
Poland, Ruffia, Germany, and Vienna; comprehending printed 
books, and manufcripts. In this exhibition, the books are re- 
duced, like the fciences, under the diftinét clafles of theology, 
Jaw, philofophy, phyfic, mathematics, hiftory, and philology, 
and are confidered with refpe¢t to their number, their qualities, 
their rarity, &c. and. the manufcripts, whether Hebrew, 
Greek, Latin, Gothic, Lombard, French, or Anglo-Saxon, are 
enumerated, though without many critical illuftrations. 

Til. Memoires Hifloriques et Geographiques fur la Valachie, Se. 
i. e. Hiftorical and Geographical Memoirs concerning Wallachia, 
together with the ‘Profpectus, or Plan of a Geographical and Military 
Atlas, relative to the laff War between Ruffia and the Ottoman 
Porte By M. B——~. Francfort on Mein. 1779.—If it 
be true, as we have-reafon to believe it is, that M. Bauer, 
Lieutenant-General in the Ruffian fervice, who commanded in 
Wallachia during the laft war, is the Author of thcfe Memoirs, 
this is a: ftrong circumftance in favour of the truth of the 
hiftorical narrations, and of the accuracy of the geographical 
defcriptions, contained in this work. The Author, who, by 
his valour and conduct, acquired the faireft laurels in this war, 
was an eye-witnefs of what he relates and defcribes, and feems 
to have ftudied, with uncommon attention and affiduity, the 
accounts given of this country by the moft efteemed writers 
who have preceded him. The Atlas, which this excellent 
officer propofes to publifh, will contain, in twenty-nine fheets, 
Moldavia, Walachia, Podolia, Volhinia, the Crim, and the 
Streights that feparate Europe from Afia Minor, together with 
plans of the principal towns, battles, and encampments. 

IV. Nouvelles Recherches fur la Science des Medailles, Infcrip- 
tions, &5c. i. @. New Inquiries concerning Adedals, Infcriptions, 
and Ancient Hieroglyphics. By M. Potnstner De Sivry. 


4to. with Plates, Maeftricht. 1779.—The Author of this 
: work, 
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work, who is already known in the republic of letters, by 
feveral learned and voluminous productions, and more efpecially 
by his Tranflation of Pliny, and his ample Commentary on that 
author, has here ftepped into a neighbouring field, and cut out 
work for the Antiquaries. This, indeed, is not his firft effay 
on the fubject_of medals and ancient coins, on which he has 
fometimes thrown feveral rays of light by his critical fagacity, “ 
and his extenfive knowledge of hiftory. The prefent work is 4 
extenfive and profound. It contains the principles which are | 
fuppofed to afford a folid foundation to the {cience of medals, } 
and is defigned to cure learned men of the folly of going round 
about ways to come at the fignification of feveral medals, while 
there is a plain and natural fenfe contained in their infcriptions. 
The learned Author begins, by diftinguifhing between medals, 
medallions, and pieces of money, and by proving this affirma- 
tion, that the greateft part of the ancient medals, and more 
efpecially the Roman, are not pieces of money, or current coin, 
but real medals; and that no coins are to be placed in the 
monetary clafs, but fuch as have the character, weight, and 
other marks of current fpecie. It is a general opinion, that 
there are very few medals, properly fpeaking; and that many 
pieces fo called, are coins which had a pecuniary currency in 
ancient times. Our Author maintains the contrary opinion, 
and proves, with confiderable erudition, and force of argument, 
that there are few monies, and a great number of medals. He 
( an{wers the objections, that may be raifed againft his hypothefis. 
His refearches concerning the origin of fcutcheons, medals, 
and medallions, at Rome, are curious, and he avails himfelf of 
the natural confequences, deducible from them, to throw light 
upon Numifmatical fcience, and to clear up fome of its moft 
embarrafling difficulties. To thefe confiderations, M. De 
Sivri adds a new theory of the explication of medals, founded 
on two principles: Firit, The rejection of the method of con- i 
verting initial letters into words, when thefe words make out a . 
complete fenfe—-which method, however fpecious, is certainly 
fallacious; and our Author proves, from ftriking examples, 
Secondly, The analogy of the fymbols, with the names of the 
| perfons.—After having given, on thefe principles, a new explie 
cation of a great. number of the moft difficult medals, which 
feems ftrongly to confirm his theory, our Author treats of 
amulets, talifmans, aftrological rings, and other ancient forms ' 
of divination and enchantment, not indeed with the fpirit of i 
an Aftrologer, but with the fagacity of an Antiquary, who 
confiders thefe whimfical figures as a fort of hieroglyphics, that 
may tend to the illuftration of Numifmatical erudition. Here, \ 
among other things, he pafles in critical review, Ticho-Brahé’s 
collection of the odd figures, under which the Chaldeans and 
Rey. Oct. 1779. x other 
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other ancient nations reprefented the planets, which they fup- 
pofed to te governed by ccleftial fpirits, “Thefe drawings are 
effential materials for decyphering the amulets and talifmans, 
that are often found on antique gems, and make a part of 
hicroglyphical fcience, which is ftill covered with thick darke 
nefs. 

Our Readers may remember the literary conteft, occafioned 
by Mr. Needham’s Obfervations on the fuuppofed Egyptian 
fymbols, found on the fuppofed buft of [iis at Turin, and 
which he reprefented as fimilar to feveral Chinefe characters, 
The learned Abbé Gua/co, and the celebrated M. Pauw, have 
maintained, that this ftatue and its infcription are no more than 
the fanciful compolition of fome modern artilt, and that many 
productions of this kind, of which travellers and antiquaries 
are frequently the dupes, are to be met with in Italy. Our 
Author combats the opinions of thefe two learned men with 
feveral fpecious arguments. He compares with the buft of 
Turin, a Serapis, covered with hieroglyphics (of which men- 
tion is made by Prerius), and another antique in Petau’s collec 
tion, publifhed by Neaulme at Amfterdam, in 1757, and draws 
from the refemblance between the figures of thefe two latter, 
and thofe infcribed on the Ifis, fome grounds of fufpicion, 
that Mcffrs. Guafco and Pauw may have been over hafty in 
their decifions. However that may be, nothing can be more 
ingenious, than M, De Sivrei’s explication of the charac- 
ters in quefti: mn. 

_ The moft eminent adepts in Numifmatical f{eience, will find 
in this work, illuftrations fufficient to remove many of the 
difficulties that have hitherto perplexed them, and to corre& 
feveral errors into which they have fallen,—and the fame work 
will ferve as a Manual, or elementary guide to thofe who have 
not yet got far into the rugged and winding paths of the fcience 
now under confideration. Such will find their progrefs greatly 
facilitaied by the Hebrew, Arabic, and Phenician alphabets, 


as alfo by the Perfian, African, T rpg Tartar, and Chaldaic 


characters, which are here exhibited for their ufeand dire@tion. 

_ V. Hifteire Naturelle du Tuffilage et de la Petafite, &c. i. e. 
The Natural H: ifory of the Tuffilago and the Petafites. By M. 
De Necker. 8vo. Manheim. 1779.—This is the firft of 
an interefting feries of Memoirs, or Difcourfes, which the 
learned Author (already known by fome botanical productions 
of great merit) propofes to publifh, concerning the phytology of 
the Palatinate, and of the duchies ‘of Julicrs and Berg. The 
title of the prefent publication announces much lefs than the 
volume contains: for befide the natural hiftory of the plants, 

mentioned in the title, the ingenious Author has opened new 


paths in his botanical refearches, which feem adapted to pro- 


mote 
































Fore1cn CorRESPONDENCE. 307 


mote the progrefs of that fcience, hitherto much retarded by 
Yefective methods. It is not fuch defcriptions of Plants, as 
are calculated for the ufe of the cook or the apothecary, that 
alone conftitute their natural hiftory: though it muft be ac- 
knowledged, that an acquaintance with their medical and 
dietetical virtues makes an effential part of botanical fcience. 
It is, however, but one part: and it only conftitutes.the fourth 
article of the plan of inveftigation laid down in this work. 
The firft, is to mark diftin&ly, what forms the varieties in 
plants of a fimilar naturee—The fecond, to give the names 
appropriated to them by different authors, compared with the 
drawings or engravings, in which they are reprefented.— 
Thirdly, to diftinguifh their native foil, from the countries in 
which they may be cultivated.—Fifthly, to attend to the altera- 
tions they are fubject to, when tranfpianted into another foil 
and climate.—Sixthly, to employ repeated experiments on the 
fecundation of plants, and the various methods of effectuatin 
it, whether in their native or in a foreign foil.— Seventhly, to 
examine the refults of thefe eflays or experiments until the fecond, 
third, or fourth generation; and Laftly, to compare and con- 
front the mongrel plants produced artificially with the exotics 
and indigenous plants, which refemble them.—It is eafy to fee 
the advantages that muft arife from this excellent method, in 
the hands of fuch a botanift as M. NeEcKer. 

Among other interefting matters contained in this volume, the 
reader will find a fharp tkirmifh with the Sexuali/ts (i. e. thofe 
who maintain the exiftence of organs of generation, and two vi- 
vifying lymphs in all plants without exeception), in which our 
Author comes off victorious. He affirms, that among forty 
thoufand plants, there are, at leaft, a thoufand that are not fub- 
jected to the ordinary laws of fecundation, fuch as moffles, 
mufhrooms, ferns, and others, comprehended in the Cryptogamia 
of Linnzus, which are in the lower clafles of the vegetable 
kingdom, and only poffefs fome attributes that imitate fructi- 
fication. ‘The details into which our Author enters concerning 
the generation of plants, and the fexual coalitions from whence 
it proceeds, are interefting, and in feveral particulars new: 
and they give us a notion, that though thefe androgunes are not 
fo happy as thole of Plato, they are not ceftitute of fome fort 
of fenfibility.— 

As to the hiftory of the two plants mentioned in the title of 
this work, it is treated in a mafterly manner according to the 
plan indicated above; and will naturally excite the impatience - 
ef the botanical reader to fee the following volumes. 
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POLItTicat. 

Art. 11. The Alarm; or, Irifh Spy. Ina Series of Letters on 
the prefent S:a'e of Affairs in Ireland, to a Lord high in the Op- 
pofition. Written by an Ex-Jefuit, employed by his Lordthip for 
that Purpofe. 8vo, 1s. 6d. Bews 1779. : 


N intelligent comment or, and free juftification of, fome ree 
cent proceedings of discontented Hibernia; who appears 
itrongly inclined to tread in the tteps of revolted dmerica. ‘The fub- 
ject of the grievances, and the demands, of Ireland, is ferioufly and 
ably difcufied by this pretended Ex-Jefuit; who is, no doubr, an 
Irifhman, and (with a fair appearance of moderation) obvioufly par- 
tial to his country, in his reprefentation of the nature of her con- 
nexion with Great Britain, and of her claims of emancipation from 
thofe reftraints under which fhe has been laid by the policy of our 
government. 

Art. 12. A Plan for recruiting the Britifh Army, in which, un 
der the Suppofition of an Act of Parliament obtained for that Pure 
pofe, the Alternative is offered to each County of Great Britain, 
either to fupply the Army with a proportional Number of Re- 
cruits by Ballot, or to aféfs each Parifh, at a proportional Rate, 
to inflitute an Afociation Fund, which is to increafe fo in the Time 
of Peace, as to pay Bounties to a fufficient Number of Volunteers in 
the moft prefling Exigency of War. To which are added, Thoughts 
on the prefent Method of Impre/s for the Sea Service, calculated to 
render that Method of manning the Navy more expeditious, and 
more confillent with the Intereft of the Merchant Service. By the 
Hon. and Rev.. James Cochrane, Chaplain to the 82d Regiment of 
Foot, 4to. 18. Dixwell, &c. 

The bad confequences attending the prefent methods of recruiting 
the army, and of manning the navy on fudden emergencies, are 
well known, and generally complained of. Our Author’s plan feems 
well calculated for remedying thefe inconveniencies ; and it certainly 
merits the ferious attention of government. 

Art. 13. 4 Speech intended to have been fpoken in Coach- Makers 
Hall, on Vhurfday, Sept. 23, 1779, upon the Queftion, ** Does 
the City of London, in withholding its Affitance from Govern= 
ment at this alarming Crifis, aét upon Principles of true Patriot- 
ifm?” 8vo. 6d. Richardfon and Urquhart. 

Difapproves the late conduct of the City in withholding its volun 
tary afliitance from government; and zealoully exhorts us to wunanz= 
mity in defence of ovr country: leaving, at fo dangerous a crifis, the 
merits of the Minifiry out of the quettion. For, argues the Author, 
how abfurdly fatal would it be to fuffer the nation to fink, for the 
fake of finking a weak or wicked Adminifiration with it? 

To clear himfelf from the imputation of minifterial attachment, 


the Aufhorgerants that the meafures of Adminiftration have been in 
the hi a 
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gree difgraceful and dangerous to the nation; and he 
sizens Of London not to forego their ‘ enmity to the 
Miniftry.’ 
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Miniftry.? Prepare, fays he, ‘ a new remonttrance and petition, 
fign it, and let it be fent to all the corporations in Britain. Let 
them be urged and entreated by all that is dear to Englithmen, alfo 
to fign it. With this in your hands once more approach the throne, 
and believe me, as you will now be more refpectable, you will be 
more fuccefsful. But thould your petition be ftill difregarded, yet 
withhold not your affiftance. Confider that the Miniiiry muit know 
the precipice on which they ftand ; that danger will operate like pa- 
triotifm upon them, and truft to providence and the courage of Eng- 
Jifhmen for the reit. When your country, by your afliftance and ex 
ample, is delivered from external danger, then turu your attention to 
domeftic enemies. Let the conduct of every man you fufpeét be fcru- 
tinized, Let che traitors, if fuch they are found, receive the reward 
of their treafon on the block. Let Majefty itfelf feel your refent- 
ment, if Majelty lift itlelf uo againft the liberty of the people.’ 

Art. 14. A Shorter Anfwer to the Short Hiftory of the Oppofi- 

tion. *vo. Od, H. Payne. 1779. 

In our laft Month’s Review, we gave fome account of a Short An- 
{wer to the Hiltory of the Uppofition: this Shorter Anfwer is rather 
too fhort for the refutation cf a performance which many of its 
readers have confidered as worthy of much attention: even though 
it fhould not be regarded as containing altogether a fair and candid 
view of the general principles and condudt of the party againit which 
the ingenious Writer has employed his pen. 

Art. 15. Ax Inquiry into the State of the Militia: Containing a 
Recital of the o:fferent Manner in which Military Service has been 
performed; a full Detcription of the ancient Norman Cuftom of 
holding Lands by Military enure: With the various Arms ufed, 
and Manner of levying the Forces, from the Origin of the Britons 
to the prefent Period: In which is included a» hiftorical Account 
of the Eftimation in which the Militia of London was formerly 
held. And a brief Inguiry inio the Caufe of their prefent Situa- 
tion, and an Account of the Expenditure of the Trophy Tax. 
To which is adued, feveral Plans, by which they may be made of 
public Uility. 8vo. 1s. Bew., 1779 
There is a trong vein of true humour in the Englifh populace, 

who feldom miitake the object on which they feel themfelves dif- 

pofed to exercife it; and the Tratned Bands, of the city of London, 
are never met by an old drucken batket woman, but fhe 1s wp with 
them in a ftyle that both parties very well underftand. The rank 
and file, if they may be claffed under {uch a defcripiion, are a true 
burlefque of evepymilitary idea, and they are fuitably officered ; 
we mean in tke fubordinate departments. The Writer before us 
underftands them as weil as any old bafket woman whatever, and 
offers feveral plans for their improvement, to the choice of the court 
or Lieutenancy. Thefe gentlemen, if they are not immediately in 
the military line themfelves, with, no doubt, to place the militia of 

London on a refpectable footing ; and we are perfuaded, that when 

a plan is laid before them, practicable in its nature, and eafy to the 

inhabitants, the militia of London will be able to face any dranken 

cobler, or old woman, boldly, and difarm them of all their vulgar 
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Art. 16. Political Arithmetic. Part II1.* Containing Confi- 
derations on the Means of raifing the Supplies within the Year. 
Occafioned by Mr. Pulteney’s Pamphlet on that Subject t. By 
Arthur Young, Efg; F.R.S. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Cadell. 1779. 
Mr. Young is not lefs fummary in collecting data to reafon from 

in politics, than in agriculture ; and he hurries his reader from one 
deduétion to another, with a celerity that a perfon lefs quick in his 
conceptions, and therefore cautious in his affent, may think not al- 
together fafe in momentous fubje&is. A farmer who has rent and 
fubfiftence to raife from his Jand, may have improvements in view, 
and may try experiments on fuitable parcels of ground; but would 
he act wifely were he to reft the whole produce of his farm, his whole 
dependance, on the iflue of a projet? In this rafh light, however, 
does Mr. Young’s fcheme for raifing the fupplies within the year ap- 
pear to us; notwithftanding his confidence of its fuccefs. Af- 
ter arraigning the principle, and application of the tax raifed for the 
fuppo;t of the poor, as being ‘ applied. to the production of very 
litile real good, but of the moft ample mifchief,’ he proceeds in 
the following manner : 

‘ If the neceffities of the flate make it expedient to raife the fup- 
plies within the year, where can a minifter turn fora fund larger, 
or more certain in the amount, eafier in the collection (for it is col- 
lefied to his hand), or which would prove lefs burthenfome to the 
jubjeét ? The faét is, that if a part of this productive tax was ap- 
plied to the ufe of the ftate, it would be the application of a large 
revenue, from mifchievous to beneficial purpofes. 

‘ It is very eafy to forefee a multitude of objections to fuch a 
plan, and I will admit this circumftance alone to be fufficient, when 
I fee a minifler raife a million a year additional revenue without ob- 
jections. There is, however, one which fhould be guarded againft 
—— fudden changes that concern great bodies of people might and 
would be dangerous, the meafure fhould therefore be brought about 
as gradually as might be. Perhaps it might be proper to pafs an a&, 
limiting poor rates for ever in all ‘parifhes to a ium not exceeding 
the average of the laft feven years. And then to enact, that no pa- 
yochial afliftance of any fort whatever, fhould be given, under the 
age of fixty years, except to perfons with broken limbs, or other 
impofibilities of fupporting themfelves. 

‘ Annexed to thefe acts, a tax to be laid on the amount of poor 


rates, beginning with 10 per cent. applicable to the ufes of the pubs. 


lic, which might be gradually increafed. 


‘ If fach a fyftem was in time to wipe out the prefent, the cha- | 


rity of individuals would revive a fpirit of humanity in poor fami- 
lies, for aged and helplefs relations, which is fo ftrikingly manifeft 
in Ireland, where there is not the veftige of a pcor rate, would 
arife, and of which there at prefent is fcarcely a trace in England: 
a {fpirit of care and forefight would be kindled among the poor, -in- 
duftry would flourifth in confequence, and the only vifible change in 
the ceconomy of poor families, would probably be a lefs liberal con- 
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* For the former publication, fee Review, vol. li. p. 479. 
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fumption of tea, fugar, and fpirits. No perfon can have had many 
Opportunities of witnefling the effect of poor rates, without bein 
fenfible that a benefit, inftead of a burthen, would refult to the 
public from raifing, by this means, an increafing revence. 
‘ If notwithftanding thefe circumitances, government found, or 
thought itfelf fo-effentially weak as to be apprehenlive of the ‘refent- 
“@ient of a mob, upon fuch an occafion, and the meafure was res 
* Yeted in favour of a direét land-tax on thofe long and feacy friends, 
the country gentlemen, then fome contrivance, in laying on that 
Jand-tax, fhould be had recourfe to, which might promife an eafe 
in this burthenfome article of rates. Such, for initance, a3 making 
the tax fo much per cent. on the rates, that it might rife propor- 
tionably with them ; which by making one burthen the index and 
regulator of another, the greater activity might be exerted in the 
country to leffen both.—The Jazinefs and idle inattention of country 
gentlemen, even to their own interelts, have been fo remarkably 
exhibited, in permitsing rates to come to their prefent amount, that 
they well deferve fuch fpurs. It would, literally fpeaking, be a tax 
upon folly—I need not add, a mof? productive one! \t might alfo be 
confidered in the light of a domeilic regulation, as well as a tax—it 
would in fome meafure be voluntary, as the amount would depend 
on the care and attention with which gentlemen exerted themfelves 
in lefflening an evil, which they have almoft entirely brough: on 
themfelves,’ J 
An argument muft contain fome convincing truths, to render it 
plaufible, and the application of the poor’s rate has undoubtedly 
been too much negleéted, and Jeft to improper management; but if 
our workhou/es and houfes of indufiry truly deferved jheir names, there 
needs no fpeculation or calculation to fee that the poor would keep 
out of them as long as they could ; that thofe within would in great 
meafure fupport themfelves ; and the rates grow lighter in propor- 
tion with the reform. But after near two centuries have fo intimately 
interwoven this mode of fubfifting the poor into our parochial policy, 
to begin a reformation by loading this fund, already fufficiently ap- 
propriated to purpofes that admit of no fufpenfion, with the fupport 
of a war,—this remained for Mr. Young to propofe.— What is to be- 
come of the poor until the expected change takes place, by ‘ a lefs 
liberal confumption of tea, fugar, and fpirits;’ or when this change 
may be expected, from the mere abridgment of their allowance, are 
circumitances the calculation of which is not allowed to fhade the 
bright fide of the fcheme. But as no preparatory reftrictive ftatutes 
can fill empty bellies, the firft ftep toward fuch an alienation, or tax 
»-, Upon mifery, muft be the Hottentot principle of ceconomy, of knock- 
+. | } ing on the head a fufficient number of ufelefs beings at home, that 
their food may be applied to the nourifhment of thofe who are able \ 
to ferve our enemies in tae fame manner abroad. In brief, this plaa : 
would produce far more immediate diftrefs and popular commotion 
than the fuppreffion of religious houfes; which muft be encountered 
with a far greater exertion of legal cruelty to eradicate. Violent as 
fuch meafures muft be, the Hortentot fcheme only could give them 


that inftant energy to fupport ovr military operations ext year with- 
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out the affiftance of a loan; the ability to do which, Mr. Young 
thinks would detach the French from their American alliance. 

The great need which our eftablithment relating to the poor has 
of a wife reform, is too apparent to be infifted on ; it may neverthe- 
lefs be hoped, that the military operations of the next year, critical 
as our circumftances may appear, are, in no degree, dependant on 


it. 
PoETICAL. N. 


Art. 17. Poems, by John Hawthorn, Light Dragoon in the 
Innifkilling Regiment. Printed for the Author. 4to. 3s. 
Dodfley, &c. i779. 

Of honeft John Hiw:horn’s poetical attainments the Reader will 
form his own judgment from the tollowing extract, which is given, 
not as the moi favourable fpecimen of his abilities, but merely 
that, by pointing out the Writer’s fituation and circumftances, the 
humane may be induced to become purchafers of his book : 

* It is not many months ago, fince [ 
Enjoy’d my freedom and my liberty, 
Before I e’er took up a haverfack, 
Or bullying ferjeant to rattan my back, 
When on my ftockings there might be a fpot 5 
No matter if my thoes were black or not : 
Then, calmly I could lie, and take my reft, 
No powder’d hair, or ruffles at my breatt : 
When at my eafe I liv’d in a warm cof, 
And had of land a fertile handfome fpot : 
What though my roof no tiles or flates fuflain, 
The well, pack’d thatch kept out the driving rain ; 
A chearful fire glanced through my floor; 
My wife could milk her own cow at my door ; 
Each day, a dinner drefs’d by my good dame, 
And chearing {mells from boiling beef-pots came.:| 
My horfe was fure to know me at firft fight ; 
Nay more, my dog would know my feet at night ; 
Oft’ I would walk in a fair evening tide, 
And mofe in quiet by a river’s fide ; 
Where oziers green were nodding o’er the waves, 
And water lilies fpread their moiften’d leaves ; 
Then home return with calm and ferene breatt ; 
Return my thanks to Gop, and go to reft. 
Thus did I live but in a low degree ; 
If fome liv’d better, fome liv’d worfe than me: 
Till trading bad, and lofs of different kind, 
Made me enlift, and leave them all behind.’ 

Art. 18. The Hero of He---s, or, Black-a-Moor wafhed White. 
Dedicated to Jemmy TwitcHer. 8vo. 18. Hookham. 1779. 

Low abufe of fome Middlefex Juftice, who, if his character be here 
juftly reprefented, is but a poor fubje& for public notice, in a printed 
Jampoon : but, as was obferved of the Afs eating thililes, ‘* Like 
lips, like lettuces.” 


Art. 
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Art.19. LEnglana’s Defiance. An irregular Ode. to. 4%, 
T. Payne. 1779. 
Irregular indeed ! 
SPECIMEN. 
‘ England hath ever been 
Towards her children 
A parent juft, beneficent, and mild: 
Ev’n now fhe would forgive, forget, 
And tenderly receive, 
But not fo jong as fhe doth live, 
. } Can fhe fubmit 
Unto America, her froward child.’ 

This is neither verie, nor profe, nor rhyme, nor meafure; but 
fuch a jumble of all together, as cannot fail of convincing every 
reader, who knows what poetry ought to be, that the Author of this 
piece muft have conceived a ftrange notion of the fpirit and compo- 
jition of an ode, 

MIscELLANEOUS, 


Art. 20. A Treatife on Silk, Wool, Worfted, Cotton, and Thread, 
defcribing their Nature, Properties, and Qoalities, with Inftruc- 
tions to clean the Manufactures in the Hofiery Branch, and at the 
fame Time prefeve their Colour and Beauty; calculated for the 
Ufe of Families. To which are added, Defcriptive Remarks on 
Frame-work Knitting, knitting with Wires, and Patent Manu- 
faéturies. By R. March, Hofier, No. 230, Temple-Bar. 8vo, 
1s. Murray, &c. 

Here are fome things which fome of Mr. March’s readers may 
think not unworthy their attention; burt, perhaps, the circumftance 
which he would have them chiefly regard, is, che direction to his 
fhop—‘** No. 230, Temple-Bar.” 

Art. 21. The Publican’s Guide; or, Key to the Diftill Houfee 
Containing, I. An Account of Rum, Brandy, and other Spirituous 
Liquors, in their original State; the mott advantageous Method 
of purchafing each Article, with Inftructions for the Buyer, by 
which every Retailer will be enabled to reduce his own Liquors, 
and fell on Terms equal to—and with far more Credit than—the 
Generality of advertifing Merchants, I!. The Difcovery of Adul- 
teration in what is called Genuine Rum; the iniquitous Prattice 
of Adulteration in the Diftillery; with the Ufe of Falfe Proof, 
and its Effect on Spirits. II. The Ufe of the Hydrometer, an 
Inflrument to afcertain the true Strength of Spirits. JV. Tables 
fhewing the Prices of Liquors, from 51. per Tun to 1001. and 

“ from one Gallontoa Tun. Alfo the exact Weight of Rectified 

ahd Spirits of Wine, Brandy, Rum, and Proof Spirit, from One Gal- 
lon to Two Hundred, Interfperfed with Anecdotes and Remarks, 
neceilary to be known by all Dealers in Spirits, and highly in- 
terefliang to the Public in general. By William Auguftus Smyth. 

8vo. 2s. 6d. Harrifon. 1779. 

The arts by which fpirituous liquors are dodored, and our con- 
Ritutions fported with, for the emolument of unprincipled dealers, 
are here difplayed in general terms ; .; the information might a 
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been rendered ftill more fatisfactory, had the preparation termed rhe 
DoGor, been explained particularly, There may however be good 
reafons againft this communication, as pernicious fecrets ought not 
to be publifhed; and to guard the Public againft interefted arts, by 
extending the ability to practife them, includes fomething like an 
abiurdity. The tricks of diftillers and vintners have long been coms 
plained of, with fome rumours about the private ufes of the apis ine 


fernalis, popularly called the Hell-ftone ; but we are not in the fe- 


cret, fo can only imagine the name not ill adapted to the parties 
who ufe it, as well as to thofe who, perhaps by way of preparative, 
enure themfelves to the {wallowing of liquid fire. 


Art.22. The Hiftory of Chefhire: Containing King’s Vale” ° 


Royal entire, together with confiderable Extraéts from Sir Peter 
Leycefter’s Antiquities of Chefhire; and the Obfervations of later 
Writers, particularly Pennant, Grofe, &c. &c, The Whole form- 
ing a complete Defcription of that County; with all its Hundreds, 
Seats of the Nobility, Gentry, and Freeholders; Rivers, Towns, 
Caftles, and Buildings, ancient and modern. To which is pre- 
fixed an Introduction, exhibiting a general View of the State of 
the Kingdom previous to, and immediately after, the Norman 
Conqueft. 2 Vols. 8vo. tos. 6d. Chefter printed by John 
Poole: and fold by Evans in Paternofter-Row. 

In the progrefs of the Arts, that of book-making ought not to be 
overlooked, which has extended from the blind allies in London to 
every part of the country where a prefs is erected : though the coun- 
try workmen have not yet attained the proficiency of their matters in 
the metropolis. 

Whatever merit there may be in detached parts of thefe volumes, 
they are to be viewed merely in the light of a loofe compilation; 
for befide the original writers acknowledged in the title-page, the 
long introduction prefixed, is literally and filently copied from the 
beginning of Hume’s Hiftory of England: an author, whom this 
grateful Compiler afterward f{natches an officious opportunity to de- 

reciate in ftrong terms, derived perhaps from fome other quarter, 
both as an hiftorian and as a philofopher. 

It might have occurred to a perfon offering a new Hiftory of 
Chethire, that while he availed himfelf of every thing valuable in 
King’s old Vale Royal, there was neither merit nor neceflity, in ad- 
hering to either his method or language ; where either was fufcepti- 
ble of improvement: the defirable objeét being, not to have anti- 
quated works revived, but ufed with more recent materials in form- 
ing a good connected hiftorical defcription of the county, Indeed 
we have only to guefs at what this namelefs book-maker propofed to 
do, from what he aétually has performed; as he has not declared 
his intentions in any prefatory addrefs to the reader: but begins 
abruptly with above fourfcore pages of ancient Englifh hiftory,” all 
taken, as before ‘obferved, without the leaft ceremony, from the firit 
volume of David Hume. Thus much however may be fafely infer- 
red, that the plan was to bring together whatever could (with {mall 
trouble or expence) be collected, relating to Chefhire, with as little 
trouble as poffible ; not even that of furnifhing fome kind of map of 


the county! It is not doubted, but the very books printed from, are’ 
a | returned 
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returned to the bookfeller’s fhelf for fale, with no more injury than 

they might receive from the printer’s thumbs. ‘To conclude, the 

whole is a crude hodge podge, from which an adroit London work- 
man, in that branch, might make a far better book, with the ufual 
flender apparatus of a pair of {ciffars, a quire or two of brown pa- 

per, and a bafon of pafte. N. 

Art. 23. The Hiftory and Antiquities of Shrewfbury; from its 

firft Foundation to the prefent fime. Containing, A Recital of 
Occurrences and remarkable Events, for above 1200 Years. With 
an Appendix, containing feveral Particulars relative to Caftles, 
Monaiteries, &c. in Shropfhire. With Plates. By T. Phillips. 
4to. 108s, 6d. Shrewfbury printed by T. Wood, and fold alfo 
by G. Robinfon in London. 1779. 
Among the various provincial hiitories which this country has pro- 
| duced, none, that we recollect, of any confiderable note, hath yet 
been given of Shropfhire. Mr. Phillips, we hope, hath paved the 
way for fuitable defcriptions of a county which is, by no means, dee 
ficient in materials for gratifying the curiofity of the naturalift or 
he antiquary.—The Salopians will, no doubt, be proud of the pre- 
Fest performance, though neither a very learned, nor a very elegant 
production, as they have no other hiltory of this town, or their 
county; and, for the fame reafon, too, it will not be unacceptable 
to Englith readers in general. 

Art. 24. Theatrical Monopoly ; being an Addrefs to the Public 
on the prefent alarming Coalition of the Managers of the Winter 
Theatres. 8vo. 18s. Fielding and Walker. 1779. 

This pamphlet is not inelegantly written; but we think the fub- 
ject merits a more minute examination than the prefent Writer has 
afforded it. “‘ 
Art. 25. Obfervations on the Tragedy of Albina. 8vo. 64. 

Macklew. 

There is fome fhrewdnefs, attended with much apparent acrimony, 

probably proceeding from perfonal ill-will, in thefe Obfervations. Cc ° 
OVE lL. 

Art. 26. Columella; or, the diftreffed Anchoret. A Colloquial 
Tale. By the Editor of the Spiritual Quixote, 2 Vols. 12mo. 
5s. fewed. Dodfley. 

»:. ‘The defign of this colloquial tale is ‘ to expofe the folly of thofe 
who, after having been prepared by a liberal education, and a long 
and regular courfe of ftudies, for fome learned or ingenious profef- 
fion, retire, in the vigour of life, through mere indolence and love 
of eafe, to fpend their days in folitude and inactivity, or even in 
thofe meaner occupations which perfons of inferior abilities, and 
unimproved talents, might difcharge with equal, or, perhaps, with \ 
fuperior fkill.? That characters of this clafs are reprehenfible is what 
every one muft acknowledge, yet we are far from thinking, in the 
prefent age at leaft, that they are common. We mean not that in- 
dolence and love of eafe make no part of the charatteriftics of the 
ae age; but rather that they take a different form than that un- 

er which they appear in the performance before us. So far from 
fhewing any difpofition to injure fociety by retiring from the world, 
it feems to be the general ftudy of all ranks to obtrude themfelves 
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as much as poflible upon the Public, and to diflipate in aftive idle. 
nefs, if we may fo exprefs ourfelves, that time which ought to have 
been devoted to their own private concerns. Excepting in the late 
Mr. Shenftone (who probably might /t for the more amiable part of 
_gColumella’s picture) and fome few others, we fhall not find many 
e A inttances of young perfons entering into life who fly to retirement 
and folitude as a refuge from the buitle and harry of the world. 
And, indeed, in thofe few inftances of voluntary feclufion that may 
occafionally be met with, the motive for retirement is in general jo 
innocent and amiable, and the opportunities it may afford of being 
ufeful to mankind, are fo many and various, that we are of opinion 
fuch characters, though they claim not praife, ought at leaft to be 
exempt from cenfure, 

Though we thus differ from our Author, as to the object of his fa- 
tire, yet with refpect to its execution, it is but juftice to acknow- 
ledge that it 1s worthy of the Editor of the Spiritual Quixote*. His 
charadlers are, in general, drawn with truth and humour, and his 
wit, if we except a few tale jokes, and a feeble attempt to ridicule 


Dr. Prieilley and his fixed air, is neither unclaffical nor inelegant. C 1 | 
cl, 


MepIcaL, 

Art. 27. Firft Lines of the Praétice of Phyfic, for the Ufe of 
Students in the Univertity of Edinburgh. By William Cullen, 
M D.andP, Vol. Id. 8vo. 6s. Murray. 1779. 

The prefent volume of this very ufeful work is divided into three 
books, the firft, treating of exanthemata or eruptive fevers; the next, 
of hemorrhages; and the lalt, of profuvia, or Fluxes with pyrexia, 
The clear and accurate defcriptions of the difeafes, comprehended un- 
der thefe divifions, the ingenious reafonings concerning their nature, 

_dand the judicious obfervations refpecting their cure, cannot fail of 
being highly ferviceable to the medical ttudent ; who will find ina 
fmail compafs, all the foundett principles, both in the theory and 
practice of his art. This volume is, in the main, truly practical, 

. Ty Experience and obfervation are guides from which the Author never 
ventures to deviate ; and theory is only admitted as fupplemental or 
auxiliary to thefe. A rare inftance of caution and diffidence accom- 
panying great powers of invention! | 

The language, though ftill not entirely free from inaccuracies, is 
lefs cenfurable than that of the former volume +. 

Art. 28. A Treatife on the Hydrocele, By Lawrence Nannoni, 
Profeflor of Surgery to the Grand Duke of Tufcany’s Court, and 
Fellow of feveral Academiesin Europe. 8vo. 18. Od. Elmfly, 
&C. 

The principal purpofe of this little treatife, is to compare the 
feveral methods propofed for the radicul cure of the hydrocele. This 
is done in a rational manner; but fo briefly, as not to afford any 
new initraGion to one acquainted with the larger treatifes on this 
fobje&t, particularly Mr. Pott’s. On the whole, he prefers the 





* Por an account of the Spiritual Quixote, fee Review, vol. xlviil, 


p. 380, May 1773. , » 
+ For our account of the firft vol. fee Review vol, Ivii. p. 245- 
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operation by incifion. Some cafes are introduced by way of illuftras 
tion, which may be read with advantage. 

The language is not without inaccuracies, but fuch as are pardone 
able in a foreigner. A » 
Art. 29. Seventy-four Seleé? Cafes, with the Manner of Cure, 

and the Pieparation of the Remedies, in the following Difeafes. 

1. The Schirrus, Cancer, and Ulcers of the Breaft and Womb, 

2. Scrophulous Swellings and Ulcers about the Neck and other 

parts; commonly called the King’s Evil. 3. The Specks and 

Opacity of the Cornea of the Eye, in which Sight hath been 

rettored, by internal Medicines only. 4. Old Ulcers of the Legs, 
| cured in Perfons much advanced in years. The whole being an 

Appendix to the Treatifes already publifhed on thefe Subjects. 
By William Rowley, M.D. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Newbery. 1779. 
| Dr. Rowley is certainly the luckieft man in the world. Difeafes 
of the mott obftinate and formidable nature fly before him, though 
he is armed only with weapons well known, and generally ufed by 
his lefs fortunate brethren, The only things to be wifhed in order 
1 : to render thefe cafes as interefling to the faculty, as reputable to the 
él, Doctor, are, that they had been lefs /e/eé?, more circumitantially 
related, and better authenticated. As far as they are to be depended 
upon, they certainly afford great encouragement to the fteady and 
long continued ufe of medicines of the alterative clafs, in very in- 
veierate diforders. A . 
| RELIGIOUS and CONTROVERSIAL: 


Art. 30. An Apology for Catholic Faith, Morality, and Loyalty. 
Addreffed to the Countefs Dowager of Huntingdon, Occafioned 
by a late Publication, intitled, Interefting Fa&s concerning 
Popery *. By the Rev, Mr. Peckwell, 12mo. 1. Coghlan, 
Of all religious apologifts, the Catholics are perhaps the moft 

evafive, the moft addicted to quibbles, and in general, the moft 

dificult to fix to a direct difeuflion of the actual points in conteft. 

The prefent writer, who figns his name R. B, Coghlan, having taken 

offence at fome attacks on his religion by one of Lady Huntingdon’s 

miffionaries; and not having thofe more convincing powers of his 
church at command, by which her adverfaries are ufually filenced, 
fteps forth in the character of a meek apologift. But according to 

A y the arguments he ufes, it is impoffible to afcertain what are the real 

tenets avowed by that church, or where the infallibiliry of it refides, 

Some of the Catholic doétrines and ufages are very ingenioafly ex¢ 

plained away, fo as to place all the errors at the door of the Pros 

teftants ; while others are as effectually got rid of, by leaving them 
at the doors of particular popes or cardinals, as difclaimed by the 
reft. He acknowledges, that Catholics ‘ look back with a pious 
horror on the cruel acts of their anceftors; but at the fame time, 
they declare, that this was never the true fpirit of the Catholic 
church, nor done by her authority canonically exercifed.’ He alfo 
retorts the charge of perfecution on the early Proteftants; but ree 
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* By the manner in which this title-page is written, and printed, 
@readcr might imagine that Mr. Peckweil was the author of this 
Apology, 
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crimination is no juftification of the party that ufes it; and thé 
principle of driving men to heaven by any particular road, ftill re- 
mains to be jultified. It is fmall confolation to a convited heretic, 
delivered over to the fecular power, that the doétrine by which he 
expires in tortures, 1s fhuffied from one to another, while the fad 
effects of it are inforced. But is, or is not, the court of inquifition, 
a canonical exercife of catholic power? Has not this fhocking 
tribunal its fecret dark feverities, and public celebration of a&s of 
faith? Perhaps its canonical authority may be explained away with 
the reft; but does not the judicial power exift and att? Again, 
our Catholic friend gives us the following curious note. £ Casdinal 
Bellarmine’s treatife on the indire&t power of the pope over the 
temporalties of kings, was condemned by the clergy and parliament 
of France, and publicly burnt by the common hangman: and who- 
ever now fhould dare to advance fuch a doétrine in Paris, would | 
receive a lodging in the Baftile; and yet the French are Papitts.’ 
This Writer, however, has not told us how the coart of Rome 
relifhed the cardinal’s moderation, in allowing this power to be ozly 
indire&; nor how a man, who fhould dare to difpute the pope's 
ower in Rome or Madrid, would be lodged! 
Though Mr. Coghlan now chufes to claim the French nation as 
brother Papilts, he well knows, that they are not univerfally accepted 
as Papilts of the moft found orthodox ftamp; and that on other oc- 
‘Neafions, the Gallican church would be as readily difowned by the 
* * “catholic churches of other countries, as it is now convenient to “N 
6 
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knowledge it. 

Art. 31. 4 Letter to the Reverend Mr. Browne, Author o 
Sunday Thoughts, &c. On the Downfall of Antichrift: Wherein 
is confideréd the Opinion of the Right Reverend the Bithop of 

- Briftol, concerning the Seven Churches, in his Lordthip’s Differ- 
tations on the Prophecies of the Old and New Teftaments, By 
the Reverend A. Maddock, of Creaton, Northampton hhire. 
Svo. 18. Matthews. 19779. 

The particular topic on which this Writer contends with the 

Bifhop of Brifiol, regards the epifties to the feven churches. His | 

Lordfhip has obferved, that ‘ the main fubjeéts of this book are 


ee 


comprifed in fevens; feven churches, feven feals, feven trumpets, 
and feven vials.” But he contends, as many others -do, that the 
feven epiitles to the churches are not prophetical of fo many fuc~ 
ceeding periods and itates of the church, from its beginning to the 
end of the world, but only defcriptive of each particular church 
to whom the epiftles are addrefled. This point Mr. Maddock dif- 
putes, and his aim is to prove the contrary. The epiftles to the 
feven churches, he apprehends, are prophetical, and do mof ftrik« 

ingly divide themfelves, and, in general, fix their own periods. 
Thefe periods, he accordingly confiders, much in the fame way that 
fome other writers on this book have done before him, fuppofing; 
that we are now in the Sardian fate of the church, which com- 
menced at the reformation, but is waxing old and wearing away, to 
make room for the Philadelphian flate, now about to appear, in 
which, itis faid, will be the glorious millenium. The epilltle to the 
church of Sardis, our Author obferves, is io flrongly anne 
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of the reformed churches at this day, that little more need be done, 
than to read that epiftle to fee our own likenefs. ‘ We have the 
name, it is added, {peaking of the Englith church, of a purely re- 


formed church, which protefls againft the errors of popery, doétrinal 


W 


and practical, but are we not dead as to faith and good works? We 
ftill have a mame to live asatrue church of Chrift in our articles, 
homilies, and liturgy, but are we not dead as to the practice of alt 
religious duties? And are we not ready to return into the bofom of 
the Popifh church?—This church ftate draws near to its period. 
Thefe wars, which are a juft punifhment for our unbelief and 
apoftacy, are introducing a glorious ftate in which brotherly love 
will prevail, &c.’ But before this feafon, it is farther faid, * how 
full of trouble and bloodthed will the nations on earth be! The dark 
and bloody way to the Philadelphian church-ftate is folemnly awful 
and very affecting.” We will not prefume to controvert with our 
Author, any of his pofitions. We believe he means well, but how 
ftrange is it, that men of piety and learning fhould, fo often, bewil- 
der themfelves and others in this book of the revelation ! H, 
Art. 32. Fifteen Sermons on feleét Subjects; from the Manu- 

{cripts of the late Reverend Thomas Broughton, A. M. Pre- 

bendary of Sarum, and Vicar of St. Mary Redcliff and St. 

Thomas, in Briftol. By the Reverend Thomas Broughton, A. M. 

of Wadham College, Oxford; and Vicar of Tiverton, near Bath. 

€vo. ss. fewed. Cadell. 1778. 

The hint: for this publication, we are told, was fuggelled by 
feveral of Mr. Broughton’s late parifhioners, among whom he re- 
fided upwards of thirty years; they expreffed their wifhes to become 
poffeffled of fome of thofe difcourfes, which they had often heard 
from the pulpit with particular fatisfaction: Some fermons they 
pointed out to him, and others the Editor fele&ted, efteeming them 
edifying and ufeful. The fubjetts are as follows: ‘ The Example 
of Abraham’s Faith; the Eloquence of Chrift; the Parabie of the 
Sower, in two parts; the good Samaritan; the Parable of the rich 
Man and Lazarus, in Two parts ; the Parable of the Ten Virgins; the 
Theory of Man; Hope inChrift ; the Joysof Heaven ; the Repentance 
of a Sinner matter of joy in Heaven; the Duty of loving our Ene- 
mies; the argument from Miracles; the Converfion and Miniftry of 
St. Paul.’ 

Thefe difcourfes are fenfible and praétical. H 

ScHOOL*BOooOKS, ) ’ 
Art. 33. Arithmetic and Meafurement, improved by Examples and 
plain Demonftrations : wherein are laid down the different cuttomary 

Perches, and other Meafures, ufed in the feveral Parts of Great 

Britain and Ireland, Suitable to all Artifts; but more efpecially 

thofe who are employed in Building, Gardening, Surveying Land, 

&c. To which is added, the Ufe of an Inflrument called a Tane- 

gent Rule, for the taking any given Diftance within a Quarter of 

a Mile. Revifed, correéted, and improved. By William Davidfon, 

Architect, and Land-Surveyor,. 1zmo. 2s. 6d. Hogg. 

The Author of this performance moves in a humble fphere; but 
bis labours may not, perhaps, on that account, be a jot lefs ufeful. 
Weare all fo fond of initructing men of genius and fcience,—that is, 


of 
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of giving to thofe who already are poffeffed of abundance,—that we 
utterly forget the artifan, the mechanic, and the labourer, who, in 
truth, ftand moft in need of our afliftance, and through whom our 
knowledge and learning would often find the fhorteft road to public 
utility. It is on thefe confiderations, that we think the Author of 
this little traét deferving of commendation : we may add, that his book 
is of a moderate price, which is no unimportant point at this day; 
and that the matter which it contains, is laid down in a manner fo 
plain and eafy to be underftood, that we think every perfon, even 
of the meaneit capacity, muft comprehend it. Ww. 
Art. 34. Arithmetic in the firft four fundamental Rules. Witha 

Collection of ufeful Tables, &c. By J. Bettefworth, Mafter of the 

Academy in Quaker’s Buildings, Weit Smithfield. 8vo. 3d. 

Hogg. 

Ufefal, particularly to thofe who never learnt, or have forgot- 
ten, for want of practice, thie rudiments of arithmetic. We are al- 
ways glad to fee, and to encourage, thefe little cheap things, cal- 
culated for the accommodation of thofe who cannot afford to par- 
chafe dear books. 











S ER M ON 5S. 
I, Preached at Taunton, May 26, 1779, before an Affembly of the 
Proteftant Diffenting Clergy. By the Rev. Sir Harry Trelawney, © 
Bart. A. B. Publifhed at the requeft of the Minifters. 4to. 15° 
~ Buckland, &c. 

: Rational, candid, benevolent, and pious. If the clergy would all 
reach in this ftrain, men would never cut one another’s throats to | 
, prove themfelves the ¢rue difciples of Jefus Chrilt,—who held thegat- 
herd Guiting in the utmoft abborrence. | 
ao Il, Compaffion to Men’s Souls the greateff? Charity; and the Neceffity of 
a Subfcription for the Support and Relief of Miffienaries,—Preached 
and publifhed for the Benefit of the incorporated Society forthe = | 
Propagation of the Gofpel in Foreign Parts; in confequence of | 
the Lord Bifhop of Worcefter’s circular Letter to the Clergy of 

his Diocefe. By the Rev. Francis Rufford, B. A. Fellow of 

Wadham College, Oxford. 4to. 6d. Fielding and Walker. 

Thofe who are intimately acquainted with American affairs, feem, 

' generally, to agree in opinion, that the money raifed here for the 
propagation of the Gofpel in that part of the world, was never 
better employed than at this time, when it is fo much wanted for the 
relief of thofe miflionaries, &c. who are fufterers for their inflexible 


attachment to this country. 














*,* The account of Mr. Crawford’s Experiments and Obferva- 
tions on Animal Heat will be given in our next. 





t> The well-written letter of Eugenius, from Salifoury, in behalf 
of Mrs. Cowley’s play of AtBina, is acknowledged ; but it has not 
induced the Reviewer of that tragedy to alter his opinion of it. 


“Bode 














